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Isi^el win not return antiquities 

TP AVIV (R) — Tbe Israel antiquuties authority said on Sunday it 
would not luni over oertahi artibco from dte occupied territories to a 
'fdtive Pelestiiiian governiBS eouncS. Authority qjokeswoman Efrat 
Bcowp said Israd vvould any Rnds which were sdll under study 
{ pfiiirfmg tbe Dead Sea sooni and remains from an area near Nablus 
in die occupied West Bank. Israel and the ?alestioiaQS would 
an of other aariquties, she added. ‘‘The findinK 

'Dnd» research mil stay in (be bands of ISFaefi reseaicbers.” ku. 
Bicrinr toM Reoteis. Tbe anriquities authori^ iaundied a nassive 
aeacdi in the West Bank in November, criticised by the Israeli 
aidiaeol^ts society as a last-minute gr^ to keep archaeological 
Gods oat of Palesi^ian fauds. Critics 8^ the sweep was a violation of 
intematiMiai law banning encavadons in occupied territory and would 
Miy barm tbeir efforts to establisfa fiiture oooperatioa with Palestinian 
arehaeulogists. 





foundatioo 


Rift shakes Palestiman alliance 

DAMASCUS (R)— Two groiqs of a Palestinian alliance opposed to 
the Israel-ftUcKioe Liberation Organiution (PLO) peace deal have 
condemned each other, threatening to split tbe coalition. *n>e Marxist 
wing of ihq Oemocraijc Front for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) 
led by Nayef Hawatmeb issued a statement on Sunday accusing tbe 
blamic funriamenodist gro^ Hamas of makiitg unacceptable offers to 
Israel and of blocking alliance meetings. Tbe DFLP sxaiemeat also 
accused Hamas of t^ng to dominate the alliance's leadership and of 
claiming rcsponrilHliiy for attacks against Israelis wtuch it said were 
carried out by DFLP or other fighters. A Hamas official dmeribed the 
DFLP accusations as “lotalh Mw" and sjM a full statement would be 
issued later. “The DFLP caUs upon brothers in Hamas to slop making 
vague and deluded proposals which natively affect our ^^i^tion (o 
the PLO-Israei agremnent,*' the Di^ statement said. 
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Hadid visits Doha - 

AMMAN (Fbtra) — Formgn 
MioistFy Secretary Geoenl 
Itoyef 'AI Hacfid left for Doha 
Siroday on a five-day worldng 
yirit to Qatar for talks .whb 
sentor Qatari officials on bi- 
lateral rriatidns and ooopera- 
tkm. Id a departure statement. 
Mi. HatSd said the talks would 
be a ooQtiiniation of ^ talks 
Ifis Royal Highness Crown 
Rrinoe Hassan has held there 
two months ago on ooc^ra- 
tton agreements in the econo- 
mic, cahiirai and latxrar Mds. 
^ also said he would discuss 
amr^ements of a forthcoming 
visit ft) Jordan by Qatari Fore- 
ign -hfinister Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Jassiin Al Tbani. 


i^peal issued for 
Bosnians 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jor- 
dan Ha^mhe Charity Orga- 
nisation (JHCO) Sunday 
stressed Jordan's support for 
die bfimaiutarian cause of tbe 
people of Bosnia-Heizegovina 
and appealed to the Jordanian 
pnbUc fo extend every possible 
su(^)Oit to assst the pet^e of 
the troubled area. In a state- 
ment isroed Sunday to mark 
the DsQf of Solidarity vridi the 
People of Bosnia- 
Hers^ovina, the JHCO called 
OD Jordanians to provide sup- 
port for the relief and aid 
t wog ran unes carried out by tbe 
engamsation to aid the Muslim 
peqjle diere. 

Power lauK caused 
Safeway fire 

AMMMI (Pefera)'— Interior 
Minister SaJamch Hammad 
said Sui^ay"f!re which 
mig^fed ^ Safeu^ stores 
eariier d» month was caused 
by an -electrical fault. Mr. 
Hammad said the findings of a 
spedal task force fonn^ to 
investigate the fire headed by 
Civil Defence Department 
Director . Aftf Al Ghoul bad 
confinned that the fire resulted 
from an electrical spark. Tbe 
riesk force's report was pre- 
sented to the minister Sunday. 

Husseini in Riyadh 

RIYADH (AFP) — Faisal 
Husseini, h^ of ^teb in the 
occupied West Bank, arrived 
here Sunday to his visit to 

Saudi Aratria rince Ae 1991 
Gulf war. An official accom- 
panying Mr. Husseini said he 
woi^ bold talks with Saudi. 
Forrign hfinister Prince Sand 
Al FmsaL In Augnrt Mr. Hus- 
sehri met Prince Faisal in Cairo 
to (fiseuss the Saudi financial 
contribution to Palestinian 
autonomy, in the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank town of 
Jeridm. 

Pakistan probes 
Israeli contact report 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Prhim 
hamster Benazir Bhutto said 
Sunday she had ordered an 
investigation into reports that 
Pakist^ tfiplomats had been 
in secret contact wiA Israel to 
a posable recogiution of Ae 
jewiA Slate. She told reporters 
that sbe.had. asked the fore^ 
ministry to hetid the inquiiy to 
check if anypakistaai diplomat 
had contacted Israel after locaJ 
new^Mp^ quoted the Israeli 
ambassador to Imfia as saying 
there had been such contacts. 
Ms. Bhutto,* who rook office 
last OcnAer, denied know- 
ledge.- of any contacts wiA 
Israd and said: ^We caimot 
Aink of TlBcognising Israel 
wiApm eawgiWng the PLO 
(Pales^e Liberation Orga- 
nisation) and the Islamic 
Worid,.”: 

Syria urges Israel 
to dismantle 
settimento 

DAMASCUS <R) — Syria 
mged Israel Sunday ro disman- 
tle seffiefoents am pifil out 
settlers ^m the occupied 
Golan Hripktt as a peace ge$- 
AR> “JDianaiitiing Isroeli set- 
ficfocRs -'m the Golan and 
other- Anib lands is an insepar^ 
able.panof the elementt of a 
just and ! comprehensive 
jp«ace,'.* the official daily 
Tbhrem said. It said that such 
a move by-brael wonid be an 
exaii^e. 6f the kind of 
amfidenoe-building measures 
tbe Jewisb state wants Arab 
countries to undertake. 


Crown Prince rejects talk of 
Jordanian- Palestinian ‘rift’ 

Prince Hassan outlines broad vision of peace based 
on sovereignty, rights of refugees and cohesion 


By Saad SBawi 
^pedal to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prinoe Hassan said 
Sunday quesrions raised here 
in Jordan over Jordanian and 
Palestinian identities were 
raised by those who imagine 
Aat Acre was a rift in Ae 
Jordanian society. 

In an interview wiA Ae Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
telcvison of Abn Dhain and 
tbe Jordan Times and Ae Aia- 
Imc dai^ Al Ral, Prince Has- 
ssm ridimled Aose who ques- 
tion Ae origins of Jordanians 
and stressed Aat he believ^ in 
national unity of all citizens 
r^axdless of Aeir origins. 

“It would be irrational for 
Jordan, which talks about a 
Great Anb Revolt, and de- 
velopment movements, to con- 
tradict its hisroric mess^,** he 
said. 

In reply to a question on the 
prospect of achieving 
Jordanian-Palestiman confed- 
eration after Israeli wiA^wal 
from Palestinian lands. Prince 
Hassan asked: ^Tjanfederation 
wiAj.wbom?'’ . 

He said it unreadable 
to talk'abonf mch' relations 
nnless J<Hdan and Ae Palesti- 
nians devdop a practical rela- 
tionship from the base to the 
top. 

Prince Hassan rejected sug- 
gestions that Jordanian- 
Palestiman relations were cool, 
saying these relations cannot 
be jud^ by uring such terms. 
He pomted Aat opening bran- 
ches to Jordanian banks in tbe 
Israeli-occupied West Bank 



was in response to a Palesti- 
nian demand in 1986 and had 
notiiing to do wiA devel<^ 
merits witnessed in Ae past few 
montiis. - 

On Palestinian refrigpes m 
South Lebanon and a 
Lebanese announcement Aat 
Aey Aould leave betoe the 
end of Ae bfiddle East peace 
proces s and -wheAer Jordan: 
was ready to receive Aem, the 
Crown Prince declared that 
Jordan does not accept solving 
a flvoblem at its pwn expeqs&A.. 

Expressing' hope that the 
peace process would resume in 
a clearer inanner, be voiced 
belief Aat Ara^American 
summits serve only tbe league 
of 'The absent coordination.*' 
He also reiterated that there 
would be no peatx or stability . 
in Ae regioa without respect 
to human rights and buman 
values. 

He denied that Jordan and 
Israel had reached an initial 


agree^nt, saying that all the 
two sides did was to sign tbe 
agenda to peace talks. 

The Crown Prince said Jor- 
dan was not iooldng for an 
economic solution to political 
problems, reiterating Asft poli- 
tical problems should be tack- 
led before economic ones. 

In r^ly to ^cusations Aat 
Islam is Ae enemy of Western 
civQisation, Ae Prince said that 
be, as a member of Ae Hashe- 
mite ftunily which prides itself 
in its origins from Ae Prophet 
Mohammad, cannot but be- 
long to Islam “and I am ex- 
tremist in defending Islarn.** 

Prinoe Hassan commended a 
can by UAE President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Saltan Al Nafaayan 
to Arab solidarity and said 
Jordan received Ae reconcilia- 
tion can wiA aiqiredation and 
admiration. 

Following are major ex- 
cerpts from the Crown Prince’s 
Gommenis during Ae inter- 
view: 

“Concerning Ae quest for a just 
vid compreheasve sototion to the 
Arab-Iaraeli fxmflict and its root 
cause, the Palestinian problem, 
Joidrm was alirajs in Ae lead in 
uiiioiiiidHg hi prindpled stands 
and xffinxKBg thfm thraogb aO the 
asses of the 25 oon As of negotia- 
cions sinoe itio Mad^ confercDce 
launched the ta^ i^ Ac past few 
weeks since Ao^ist and after the 
Palestinian-Iswli ded^Don ^ 
piiodples. 

“It was dear Aat the Jordanian 
agenda, whidi was not an agree- 
ment inasmuch as an arrangement 
of topics listed on Ae discusrons, 
was a practicsl expression when 
tbe government approved it This 
expresses Ae dneere wOl to sup* 
p<M tbe Palestinian stand hi a 


practical way. Support for the 
Palestiman and the Anb ideni^ 
there in the occu(Hed territories 
and for the PaJestinian national 
dedsion is Ae most Jordan can 
offer in Aese difficult dicumst* 
anees. But when we talk about a 
reglonat vision and Ae role of 
countries in practising their 
sovereignty we cannot talk about 
solutions and apeements of use 
and content unless they tackle 
priorities first, such as Ae issues of 
sovereignty, trordeis. refugees and 
water. Here rises Ae cril for As- 
cussing these isBues in worldng 
groups wiAin tbe framewoik of the 
oultuateral talks. 

“We hope that the Nlateral 
negotiations would resume in tbe 
first or seooftd roonA of next year 
with some darity on the part of the 
negotiating patties. There is no 
meaning for renewing the en- 
deavoms if the goal of the negotia- 
tion is not targetted these 
parties, and the goal for Jordan is 
very ctear — and that is lolviog 
probleins in a comprehensive man- 
ner. 

“When we talk about Jordan's 
sovetd^ rights we talk aboni the 
problem of refugees and their right 
to be repatriated or to remn. But 
the Isr^i side'affiniB that the 
repacriatioo issue is not an Israeli 
afiair... 

"When we talk about refugra 
TO talk about the di^dBced and Ae . 
.exiles arid the btunan wnves Wfiidi 
entered Jordan Jn 1948, 1967 and 
icsermy m,1991. 

“We then mik about a compre- 
hensve vsion of human resources 
to tbe repon. it is difficult to solve 
Aese ssues bOateraily or trilateral* 
ly and Acre should be a r^onal 
look to be aMe to talk about water 
and water consumeis, and tbe 
world sboald be reminded of tbe 
hunum coniext, and Aai is whu I 
told Presideot Qinton when we 

(Contnraed on page 5) 


House retains Jerusalem in 
law on courts of appeals 


By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament Monday 
added city of Jerusalem to 
the govemorates where a court 
of appeals could be estab- 
lished. 'The move came after 
leftist, centrist and Islamist de- 
puties warned of the political 
implications inherent in a 1989 
draft law that cancels the 
establishment of the court in 
the Holy City. 

Tlie House voted down the 
racommendation of its Judid- 
ary Committee to approve the . 
exdusion of Jen^lem from 
Ae dties in which courts of 
appeals could be establiAed as 
the draft temporary law on the 
establishment of courts of 


appeal for 1989 had stipulated. 

Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali agreed with Ae conten- 
tion of the Islamic Action 
Front (lAH members of the 
Judidary Committee and other 
deputies who demanded that 
the draft law retain item (a) of 
Article six of a 1932 law. The 
artide in Ae draft law had 
excluded 1989 Jerusalem. 

lAF members of the Judid- 
ary Committee had protested 
Ae dedsion of Ae committee 
to approve the draft law as* 
presented by the government 
brause it would “create a 
legal vaccum, leaving Ae Jew- 
ish court as Ae alternative.'' in 
Jerusalem. 

They also said that Jordan's 
1988 dedsion to sever adminis- 
trative and legal links wiA Ae 


West Bank “does not cancel 
artide one of the Constitution 
which bans Ae ceding of aity 
part of (Jordanian land).'* 
They said that keeping Ae 
mention of Jerusalem in Ae 
law would not commit Jordan 
to setting up Ae court but that 
h would be a legal and historic- 
al document for Arab ri^ts in 
Jerusalem. 

As Ae amended law stands 
now, the government can 
esiabliA rourts of appeals ui 
Amman, Irbid, Maan and 
Jerusalem. 

While Deputy Bassam Had- 
daAn said Ae draft law deals 
with the judidary authority in 
Joi^ and “JenBalem affairs are 
part of Palestinian affairs," 

(Continued on page 5) 


Hardliners lose ground 
in lAF’s Majlis Al Shura 


By Mariam M. Sbahin 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Islamic Ac- 
tion Front (lAF), Jordan’s 
most powetfrii pob'tical party, 
Sunday announced a new 12(V 
member Majlis Al Shura, 
wiudi acts as Ae party's con- 
snlfrrtive council, after elec- 
titins wfakb saw banflinets los- 
ing ground. 

By Sunday evening 117 
members in 19 of tbe 20 eieo- 
toial districts had been diosen* 
The so-called dovm wiAin the 
IAF, Ae political wing of the 
Muslim BroAerbood move- 
ment, appeared to have won 
^ vast majority of the seats. 
Tbe elections of Aiee 
members in Ae Aqaba Astrict 
were not yet complete as Ae 
Jordan Times went to pnnt. 

The new coundl tndutto a 
woman to Ae fiist time since 
the Brotherhood was founded 
m 1946. 

Nawa! Al Faouri, 37, a 
sdiod Arector, is ftom the 
moderate camp. Her nomina- 
tion underlined Ae front’s 
. eftort to put on a moderate 
face. 


Known “hawks" within Ae 
Med to win seats in the 
council, incloding Lower 
House of Pariiament deputies 
and IAF members Abdul 
Monem Abn Zant, Badr Riati' 
and Theeb Abdullah. 

Tbe failure of Ae Aree men 
to win seats despite the large 
number of voters A^ received 
from Ae electorate m Nov. 8 
legislative elections marked yet 
another chapter in what 
appears to be a transfonnation 
of tbe political strategies Aat 
the IAF as a party and the 
Muslim BroAerbood as a so- 
cial movement are pursuing. 

At a press conference Sun- 
day, IAF Secretary-General 
lAaq Al Farfaan rejected Ae 
notion Aat his party contained 
■“doves" and “hawks," but said 
Aat IAF members are “dovish 
or hawkish on certein issues.” 

Younger and more revolu- 
tionary members of the 
Brotherhood are trying to m- 
fluence tbe pob'tical body of 
their movement, severely cur- 
taibng tbe lAFs moves to 
streamline the administrative 
and bureaucratic structure of 
the party. 


The younger members ques- 
tion what they cotuider the 
timid approach tbe IAF is tak- 
ing unrards basic BroAerbood 
teachings, in particular Jor- 
dan's acceptance of Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF)- 
prescribed reforms, and the 
Kingdom’s participation in tbe 
Arab-lsraeli peace process. 

Dr. Farhan said Sunday: 
“Ideology and pragmatism are 
sometimes not compatible." 

He stressed that IAF mem- 
bers “were only human and 
thus have human faults” but 
were not at odds wiA each 
oAer, 

Last week's resignation of 
ax members of the party’s 17- 
member executive rammittee 
was “null and void," Dr. 
Farhan said. Except for Ae* 
former BroAeAood spokes- 
man and leading executive 
member Ziad Abu Gbanimeh, 
none of Aose who had submit- 
ted their resignations boycot- 
ted Ae Shura elections. 

Dr. Fruhan told reporiers 
Sunday that Ae group bad 
conteined the cri^, wttich he 
described as a result of internal 
(Cwti hi ned no page 3i 


Hamas 

offers 

conditional 

truce 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Tbe Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement, Hamas, 
offered Sunday to halt attacks 
against Israelis if Israel agreed 
to witbAaw all its forces from 
Ae West Bank and Gaza Sbrip. 

“Stop ail manifestations of 
.violeiKe from Ae Israeli side 
and ... the Paiestinian side will 
stop all Ae manifestations." 
Mahmoud Al Zahar, a Gaza- 
based surgeon and leader of 
Hamas, said on Israel army 
radio. 

It was an nnnsual offer given 
Hamas’ insistence Ans far that 
it would not lay down arms 
against Israel until Ae Jewish 
state is supplanted by an Isla- 
mic one. 

Dr. Zahar's remarks also 
were the latest in a series of 
indications that despite its 
opposition to the Sept. 13 
IsraeUPalestiue Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) accord, 
Hamas was moving towards 
accommodation wiA Israel. 

A Gaza miUtary commander 
revealed earlier this monA he 
bad held closed-door meetings 
with Hamas leaders. 

Dr. Zahar was among 400 
activists Israel expelled to 
Lebanon in December 1992 in 
realtation for the slayings of 
six solA^ blamed on Hamas. 
He was also among tbe 197 of 
Aose exiles who were repatri- 
ated Dec. 15, in Ae wake of 
Mideast peace moves. 

In bis unusual radio inter- 
view, Dr. Zahar reiterated de- 
; mands pubUAed in a Hamas 
leaflet issued on Friday, in- 
ducting an Israeli withdrawal 
and releasing Palestinians pris- 
oners. 

The leaflet said Israel bad to 
leave tbe occupied territories 
within a year. The peace 
accord calls for a limited wiA- 
drawal from Gaza and Jericho 
by April 1993 when Palesti- 
nians wooid be granted limited 
self-ruie or autonomy. 

“And 1 Aink if Ae Israeli 

(ContiODed aa pas^ 5) 







Isndi Boldien Sanday search a young PalestiiiiBn in Gaza (AFP photo) 

Self-rule negotiations resume 
today with optimistic notes 


CAIRO (A^ncies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Chganisation 
(PLO) ^ainnan Yasser Ara- 
fet said Sunday he hoped for 
poative answers from Israel 
when talks resume in Cairo on 
Monday on disputes Aat have 
delayed Israel's momentous 
withdrawal from Gaza and 
Jericbo. 

“I hope to receive tomorrow 
poative answers from Israel on 
tbe questions we have put to 
them in Oslo and Paris.” Mr. 
Arafat told reporters between 
frieetings wiA Egyptian Fore- 
ign Mfoister Amr Mura and 
Preside nr Hosni Mnbarak. 

Mr. Arafet declined to say 
what questions had been put to 
Israel. 

But his dose aide, Nabil 
Shaatb, said ideas raised by 
Palestinians during intenrive 
talks in Oslo and Paris over Ae 
last two weeks concerned the 
main disputes blocking agree- 
ment on Ae wiAdrawal: The 
size of Jericbo, control of bor- 
der crosangs between Egypt 
and Gaza and Jordan and 
Jericho, and security of Jewish 
settlements in Gaza. 

In a concesson to Palesti- 
nians, Prime Minister ’Yitzhak 
Rainn told bis cabinet Sunday 
that Israel was ready to double 
the size of tire autonomous 
enclave around Jericho, Israeli 
raAos said. 

The report came on tbe eve 
of a meeting Monday in Cairo 
between Foreign Minister Shi- 
rnon Peres and Mr. Arafat's 
top aide, Mahmoud Abbas. 
They were to make a third 
attempt in nine days to readi a 
compromise to dear tbe way 
for a RaWo-Arafet summit and 
tbe start of Israeli wiAdrawal. 

Environment Minister Yosri 


Sand, a member of the Israeli 
negotiating team, told Israel 
R^io after Ae cabinet session 
that “if we don't make 
meaningful progress in this 
round in Cairo, it will not be a 
very good sign for the negptiar 
dons." 

Gad Ben Ari, Mr. Rabin's 
spokesman, told Ae Associ- 
ated Press that “while we 
strongly hope that Aere will be 
significant progres (Monday), 
we will give it additional time if 
needed." 

Cbbinqt minji^.rs, speaking 
after Aeir weekly Sunday 
meeting, said Israel would in- 
sist on keeping control over 
border crossings from Egypt 
and Jordan into Jericho and 
the Gaza Strip, Ae two auton- 
omous regions that are to be 
run by Ae PLO. 

Tbe size of Ae Jericbo re- 
gion and control over the bor- 
der crossings have been Ae 
two sticking points in the 
Israel-PLO negotiations on im- 
plementing Pdestinian auton- 
omy. 

Mr. Rabin has said that even 
if the impleinentatioa agree- 
ment was signed three or four 
weeks after the original Dec. 
13 deadline, the two sides 
could still meet Ae April 13 
target date for conduding 
troop withdrawal from Gaza 
and Jericho. 

Mr. Ben-Ari said Israel 
would not agree to any com- 
promise that could endanger 
its security. 

Israel Radio, reporting from 
Ae cabinet session, said Israel 
would offer to wiAdraw from 
about SO square kilometres, 
nearly double its openAg offer 
of 27 square kilometres, that 
included Ae town of Jericho 


and two adjacent refugee 
camps. 

However. Mr. Rabin told 
tbe ministers that Israel will 
not agree to let the auton- 
omous region reach the Dead 
Sea to the South or include any 
Jewish settlements, said Trade 
Minister Micha Harish. 

The Haaretz daily said Mr. 
Peres had offered the Palesti- 
nians a compromise under 
which Ae area between Ae 
autonomous regjon and Ae 
ciead Sea would be used for 
joint IsraelirCalestinian-, tour- 
ism and business ventures. The 
daily quoted Nissim Zvili, a 
leaefog figure in Mr. Rabin's 
Labour Party, as sa>ing Mr. 
Arafet leaned towarA accept- 
ing Ae offer. Mr. Zvili met last 
week .wiA Mr. Arafat. 

Dr. SbaaA told Reuters in 
Cairo: “Every time we meet, 
we achieve a little bit of prog- 
ress and we then look ahead 
for new ideas to break Ae 
deadlock." 

Dr. Shaath added that on 
Ae border crossings. “Israel, 
turned from Ae principles to 
modalities.” 

“We have put suggestions 
about the modalities to ensure 
our security and independence 
and at Ae same time ensure 
Israel’s security,” he said. 

Dr. Shaath said Israel was 
still “very hesitant" about a 
PLO proposal to station inter- 
national forces on tbe cros- 
sings. 

He said troops could come 
from the United States: 
Europe, Egypt and Morocco. 

“■Iliey are reticent in accept- 
ing any form of iniernaiional 
presence and are shifting their 
feet about turning the principle 
into a modality. 


Gunmen free aU hostages in 
Russian kidnap before flight 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Masked gunmen freed tbeir 
last two teenage hostages and a 
driver on Sunday and flew on 
from Mineralniye Vody in 
SouAem Russia still holding 
Ae two helicopter pilots, a 
government official said. 

The helicopter was heading 
souAeast The four kidnappers 
bad wanted to refuel at 
Makhachkala, capital of Ae 
semi-autonomous republic of 
Dagestan, for Ae next leg of 
tbeir planned journey to Iran. 

Tbe spokesman to Russia’s 
State committee on emergm- 
cies gave no further de'&ls. 
ITAR-TASS news agen^ said 
it would take about two hours 
to fly to Makhachkala, which 
lies on tbe Caspian Sea souA- 
east of Mineralniye Vody. 

Interfax news agency quoted 
an emeige^ committee offi- 
cial as saying two helicopters 
with members of the elite 
“Spetsnaz" anti-terrorist 
for^ aboard were Aadowing 
Ae kidnappers’ craft. 

The four masked men took 
their teenage hostages on 
Thursday in a raid on a school 
in Ae town of Rostov in south- 
ern Russia. 

They had made dear their 
intention to reach Iran wiA 
stops in D^estan — where 
A^ had promised to release 
Ae schoolboys — and hi tfie 
ex-Soviet repubic of Azeibai- 
jan’s capital Baku, where they 


Chase launched on ground 

FOUR GUNMEN at the centre of a four-day-old hostage drama 
released their last hostages — two pBots — Sunday and fled 
after the hdko|rter tb^ wm tnveffing in landed ia soathem 
tbe head of the government press service said. 
ITAR-TA^ news agency said faiterior ministry forces fkced the 
aircraft’s two pilots. “Spedal (interior mimstiy) troops are 
now condnctii^ an operation to arrest Ae terrorists,'* Valentin 

Sergeyev added on central tekvidon. Earlier Sunday, the 
television station NTV said the gnmnen had fled, 
pursued by interior ministry troops. ITAR-TASS news a|ency 
said Ae beficopter had landed briefly near Khassariurt, m the 
soutbern Kossfan republic of Da^iestan, then flew on to a site 
near airport in the snbnrbs of Makhariikala, Daghestan's 
caftital 80 kflometres away. It was there that dm gnnmen left 
the aircraft and fled for an unknown desthiatioa, the 8geKy 
said. 


had said Aey would free Ae 
driver. 

They have pledged to let Ae 
two pilots go only when Aey 
reach Iran. 

Vtsibility down to 60 metres 
forced them to wait a day. A 
first attempt to leave Mineral- 
mye Vody overni^t failed and 
Ae helic^ter was forced to 
return. 

Under an agreement 
reached earlier wiA Ae four 
gunmen, and now apparently 
abandoned, the two school- 
boys and bus driver were to be 
released in exdiange to fiiel 
and negotiator Valentina Pet- 
renko in Makhachkala. 

They would then fly on to 
Baku, where Petrenko, per- 
sonal envoy of Foreign Minis- 


ter AnAei Kozyrev, would be 
freed before Ae hostt^-t^cers 
flew onto the Iranian capital, 
ITAR-TASS said. 

A photographer who left 
Mineralniye Vody on Sunday 
morning quoted security offi-' 
dais as saying Aat the four 
bMvily armed kidrappers had 
made “no mistakes so far," 

They had planned Aeir op- 
eration wiA military precision 
and brought along equipment 
to Aeck for foig^ banknotes. 

The identities of Ae gun- 
men. who have said they are 
carrying Ae virus that causes 
AIDS remains a mystery, 
although an artist's impression 
of one of the men was broad- 
cast by Russian Television 
Saturday evening. 


t. 
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Hamas fighters 
are Gaza’s idols 


By John West 

Reuter 

OCCUPIED GAZA — TTiey 
are the nearest thing Gaza has 
to pop stars. Young boys 
scrawl their names on walk. 
Parents name their children 
after them. They are immortal- 
ised in song. 

Like all good pop stars, the 
militants of the Muslim fun- 
damentalist group Hamas live 
fast and die young, going down 
in a blaze of glory, and taking 
with them as many Israelis as 
possible. 

The outside world may nev- 
er have heard of Imad Akel, 
Zakaria A1 Shurbajji or Hamed 
Al Oimawi. 

But across the slums and 
squalid refugee camps that 
cram 800,000 Palestinians into 
the Gaza Strip, their mq^loits 
are recorded on cassette tapes 
which capture their unique sta- 
tus as Muslim religjous mar- 
tyrs, nationalist heroes and 
pop idols. 

The recordings are available 
at most street comers. 

“In the name of God the 
Compassionate the Merciftil,” 
invokes the singer- of the 
Jabalya Martyrs Band, accom- 
pani^ by ^thesised drum- 
ming. **the bwd offers you this 
tape under the title 'Comman- 
does' of Qassam," we hope 
•you'll like it.*' 

A .street seller oamed Ahmad 
blasts the songs on a portable 
musk system just metres from 
an Israeli army post in Jabalya 
camp, the cradle of the Palesti- 
nian uprising in 1987. 

“Do you want to buy reli- 
gious songs?" he asks. "These 
are the latest." ' 

Political analysts speak of 
die rise of Hamas as the 
triumph of Muslim fun- 
damentalism, disillusionment 
with perceived oonuption and 
au^ritarianism in the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), or the inevitable logic 
of de^rate poverty and fore- 
ign ocoipation. 

At street level. Hamas and 
ertheu* activists are warriors 
fighting an epk straggle, the 
fmdc (rf Gaza anud the pweity 
and anarchy that prevail in the 


lile the PLO nitrates 
with Israel. Hamas, the PLO's 
chief rival, is winning in brutal 
terms that count for many 
Gazans. Hamas has claimed 13 
of the 20 killings of Israelis 
since a historic September 


peace accord. 

It rejects the peace deal. 
Israel's planned withdrawal 
from the Caza Strip is only a 
first step in the Hamas rule 
book. The fundamentalist 
group is devoted to Israel's 
destruction. 

The songs are part of a cul- 
ture of warrior heroes, under- 
pinned by religious faith, that 
has sprung up in the Strip 
where most other paths to 
achievement remain closed. 
Gaza has no rock singers, foot- 
ball wizards or dashing young 
tycoons. 

Gloiy is more important 
than life and death — and 
glory comes throu^ fighting. 

"Imad Akel 0 |Mns his Jaws 
to strike, the Nazi enemy is on 
guard." sinp the band, com- 
paring Akel to a lion. “The 
commandoes kidnap (Israeli) 
soldiers and kill them." 

"Saleh Othman's eye does 
not sleep. He tightens his belt 
on the day of the oper- 
ation... he took the weapon 
and said goodbye to his loved 
ones and made the greatest 
story with his blood," the sin- 
gers chant. 

Mothers are expected to be 
proud, not to grieve for fellen 
sons. "Come, mother, bring 
everyone and see his 
weapons." 

Most people in Gaza know 
the names of dozens of "mar- 
tyrs" and colourful stories of 
how they died. 

By contrast, many would be 
hard-pressed to name more 
than a couple of the PLO 
officials who present them 
politkally in the negotiations 
with Israel. 

"That's where Zakaria was 
martyred about six months 
ago," says lyad, a student of 
about 20, pointing to a now 
demolished tenement block. 
"Didn't you see it? There was 
a crew ^m Israeli TV there 
and they filmed it — the first 
time an operation has been 
filmed." 

"He killed a foklier and then 
stayed to cover four others 
who ran away while the army 
fired. You should have seen 
him. he was huge, like.a body- 
builder. The Kalashnikov 
looked like a toy in his hands 
he was so big.^' added lyad 
enthusiastically. 

There are gruesome details 
to many stories. Zakmia was 
blown apart by a rocket and 
had to be pick^ up in pieces. 



a! arrSi™^ Sits -with other arrested Palestimans in an IsraeU army jeep (AFfr photo) 

Gaza’s youth wait for jobs but 
with time in prison as only degree 


By Adi Tabbara 
Agence France Presse 

OCCUPIED GAZA — Gaza’s 
youth are waiting for Palesti- 
nian autonomy to bring them 
jobs but the only qualification 
most of them have is time in 
Israeli jails. 

Around 75,(X)0 residents, or 
10 per cent of the occupied 
Gaza Strip's population, have 
done time since the intifada 
broke out in December 1987. 
according to Raji Surani, 
director of an Arab centre for 
human rights. 

Most of them have been 
under 22. 

For young men who meet in 
Gaza, the first question is often 
«4iether they have been jailed 
and in which camp. Rather 4ke 
asking "whether ‘did you go to 
school?” In ocher parts of the 
world. 

'The question of former 
prisoners is a big problem," 
admits Ibab Al Ashkax, a 
member of Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) lead- 
er Yasser Arafat's Fateh fac- 
tion. who himself has seen the 


inride of an Israeli jail. 

Mr. Ashkar said around 
40,000 young Gazans were for- 
mer detainees, most of them 
unemployed and with a secon- 
dary school certificate at best. 

"We have proposed drawing 
up a training project for these 
youths, offering them compu- 
ter courses, f^ example, to 
help them find jobs in the 
future," he said. 

“This is one of the main 
challen^ facing the future 
Palestinian authority” under 
the Sept. 13 autonomy deal 
signed by Israel and the' PLO. 

Hatem Ferwana. who has 
spend four of his 22 years in 
prison for being a member of 
Fateh, firmly believe that self- 
hile will bring employm^t. 

"f was jailed when 1 was 16 
and so I couldn't carry on with 
my school education. AJI I 
know how to do is to paint cars 
and I can't find a job," he said. 

The job market in Gaza is 
saturati^ and 11.000 men have 
applied for 3,Q()0 posts in a 
Palestinian police force, whidi 
is to take over security after an 


Israeli army withdrawal. 

But a hi^ school degree is a 
must to join the police. 

Unemployment is running at 
around 80 per cent in G^ 
City, a huge shantytown where 
industries and services hardly 
exist, according to Mr. Surani. 

Almost 6,()00 Gazans are 
still in jail. 

Some 85.000 Gazans worked 
in Israel before tbe Gulf war in 
1991. But in three years, the 
number has fallen to 1S.0(X) 
because of Israeli restrictions 
on entry into the country. 

In any case, former prison- 
ers are automatically banned 
from working in Israel. They 
are also not allowed to travel 
and come back, except for rare 
cases. • • 

Like many, other pnsoners, ^ 
Mr.. Ferwana used his time 
inside the Ketziot camp in 
southern Israel to learn Heb- 
rew from his cell-mates. 

"We call the detention 
camps univerrities." said Sami 
Sawafiri, 23, who spent 30 
months in jail for beionging to 
Fateh. 

"At tbe start of the intilada. 


when the Israelis arrested 
thousands of youths, we de- 
cided that their stay in prison 
should not be a waste of time," 
Mr. sawafiri said. 

He said daily programmes 
were organised and each pris- 
oner taught the others what he 
knew: Language courses, 
training in sports, political dis- 
cussions and other activities. 

Detained for the first time 
when he was 18 and the second 
time during his first year in 
univecsity, where , he was 
majoring in pharmacy, Mr. 
Sawafiri gave up his studies. 

"Now, Fm just waiting and 
hope that with autonomy we 
will have the chance to work.’* 

Another prison graduate. 
26-ycar-old Nasr Fleyfel, who. 
^nt four and a half years in 
jail, is conridered ludty fbr 
being accepted in the ^lice 
force. But he no longer wants 
to join up. 

"^ey seem to have lined us 
up for traffic duty," said Mr. 
Fleyfel. He wanted to leave for 
good, but only after his best 
ffiend comes out of prison. 


Egypt — battle 
for the mosque 


By Khaled DawoiKl 
The Assodated Press 

CAIRO -- From a mosque in 
7th century Arabia, tbe 
Prophet Mohammad began 
spreading the feith of Isbm. 
Today. Egypt's govemmeat is 
fighting to keep Musiim ex- 
trembts ftom spreading re- 
volution from tbe mosque. 

In Cairo's sprawling Imbaba 
district, once a ihilitant stron- 
ghold. authorities have dosed 
at least a dozen make^tft 
prayer centres crammed into 
hallways and alleys and run by 
the radical Al Gamaa A!-!sla- 
miyah. 

lliroughout the country, the 
Ministry of Religous Endows 
ments plans to take over more 
than IJOOO mosques that were 
controlled by extremist groups, 
many of whose members have 
fled or been jailed. 

It's a battle for tbe soul of 
Egypt, Islam pervades Egyp- 
tian life. In Cairo, the call to 
Friday nooa prayers sounds 
from knidqieakers in ^ every 
direction, drowiung evui the 
'ubiquitous' hom-honking. 
Pmyer mats are spread acrOK 
busy dowfttown streets to 
accommodate the faithful. 
More than 90 per cent of 
Egypt's 58 mOlion people are 
Muslim. 

Jn downtrodden areas like 
Imbaba, the ftindamentalists 
seized on tbe people's tradi- 
tional forth to implant a more 
adamant Islam. For the 
two years, militants ha'ye 
waged. a violent campaign to 
suf^ant the secular govein- 
ment with Islamic rule. More 
than 240 people killed in radic- 
al attacks or clashes with 
police. 

But Abdul Ghafiar Moham- 
mad, a resident of Imbaba for 
10 years, said he believes the 
government is loosening the 
radicals' grip. 

“Tbe foil of tbe Islamic re- 
public of Imbaba started tbe 
day tbe government took over' 
the Gamaa's mosques," be 
said. 

Mohammad Abdul Monem 
Saeed, A political analyst at the 
Al Ahram Centre for Political 
and .Strategic Studies, said the 
government's approach was 
astute but foced a major bar- 
rier. 

"The government is.. .con- 
trolling the message it conveys 
to the people," he said. "But 
the problem is that there will 
always be more mosques tiian 


the Mintstr)r^ of Endowments . 
can control." 

In foet. no one knows how 
many mosques there are ia i 

Egyp«- . . V . ’ 

Ouro IS known as the aty of j 

l.d00 minarets, but there are ' 
thousands of small, private ■ 
mosques in addition to historic ' 
and offidal ones. Tbe same is ' 
true throughout Egypt, wbere'- 
those who build mosques ^ ! 
get tax breaks. 

Since mosques are exar^ied ! 
from tbe law requiring gomn- ; 

ment permits for pttbbc gather- { 
ings. radicals had ample 'j 
diantt to qnead their message | 
in sermons and in talks with -i 
young men after the five daily \ 
prayers. 

Mr. Saeed said that since tbe ^ 
rise of the Islamic movement in ; 
the 1970s, milrtants gathered 
recruits and made plans in . 
mosques, and the Interior | 
Ministiy accuses "terrorists" • 

storing weapons there, too. • 

Al Gamaa Al Islamiyah saw . 
the mosque^ as a way to build j 
an alternative to the govern* \ 
ment. In Imbaba and other : 
poor areas, it <^ned schods | 
and dinics alongside mosques ' 
to rerve people largely ignwed J 
by 'the state. | 

Imbaba, with a population | 
of about 1.2 million, is inha- \ 
Uted mosdy by poor southern ‘ 
Egyptians who came to Cairo j 
for jobs mid a better life. It i 
grew as a squatter area not - 
offidaliy recognised as part of ' 
the dty and receiving almost ! 
no services. 

A y^ ago, with the radices I 
tightening thdr hold on Im- . 
baba, the government sent in ^ 
armour^ personnel carriers 
and about 14,000 troops. They 
arrested more than 700 sus- 
pect^ leaders of Al Gamaa. 

Now. the government is tak- 
ing over die mosques, using 
gi^uates of siate-fiinded Al 
Azhar Islamic University to ! 
replace tte fiery preachers who | 
railed against go^ternment cai- | 
lousness. The mosque doors ! 
are closed after each prayer so | 
radicals cannot gatiier. j 

But Sherif Wagdy, an J8-J 
yeaiH>ld student freun Imbaba. 
said the government-paid j 
preadieTs will not tame the j 
anger of the young. 

Wagdy said he went to tbe ‘ 
radicals' mosque as a place 
"where 1 can learn the trudi" 
instead of bearing platitudes 
from preachers at official mos- 
ques. 


Pollard does not regret spying for Israel 


By James Rowley 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Despite 
a pending plea for clemency. 
President Bill Clinton, 
convicted spy Jonathan Pol- 
lard has made statements in- 
dicating he does not feel re- 
morse for passing U.S. sec- 
rets to Israel. 

"Granted, I broke the law. 
But to tell you the truth, Fd 
rather be rotting in prison 
that sitting shiva (mourning) 
for the hundreds of 
thousands of Israelis who 
could have died because of 
my cowardice," Mr. Pollard 
was quoted as saying in the 
A|^ 30 issue of the Jewish 
ntagazine, Sh’ma. 

llie statements Mr. Pol- 
.laid has made in the p^ did 
not crane to the attention of 
die news media until they 
were republished recendy by 
other Jewish publications. 
Mr. Pollard continued to 
embrace the statements in a 
June 1 letter from prison 
praising the Sh'ma article as 
"the fiist piece that truly 
reflects my inner feelings." 
In ^ artide, written by 


Rabbi Avi Weiss, Mr. Pol- 
lard discussed his feelings ab- 
out passing thousands of 
pages of top secret intelli- 
gence data to Israel, includ- 
ing satellite photos of Libyan 
anti-aircraft bas^. 

Before Mr. Pollard 
fdeaded guilty and was sent- 
enced in 1987 to a life term, 
tlu former U.S. Navy civilian 
intelligence analyst told the 
juc^ in court papers that he 
was motivated by a belief that 
the Pentagon was withhold- 
ing valuable information that 
Israel needed to thwart its 
Arab enemies. . 

"1 could not j'ust walk away 
from the intelligence embar- 
go and pretend that it didn't 
exist. I had to act," the 39- 
year-old Pollard, who is a 
Jew, was quoted as saying in 
tte Sh’ma article. 

t 

These statements "show 
the guy is not remotsefiil and 
never has been," said Joseph 
Digenova, a Washington 
lawyer who as U.S. attorney 
in Washington prosecuted 
*Mr. Pollard. 

Mr. Pollard “doesn't" even 
meet the fundamental re- 


quisites for clemency," Mr. 
Digenova said. "For anyone 
to seriously consider clemen- 
cy to him is absolutely un- 
conscionable.” 

Mr. Pollard’s clemency 
petition has been pending at 
tbe Justice Depardnent to a 
year. Israel asked President 
Qinton eaiiier this year to 
free Mr. Pollard, v^o has 
been in prison since his arrest 
in November 1985. 

Mr. Qinton said this week 
that he expected to announce 
a decision soon. 

Deputy Attorney General 
Philip Heymann is consider- 
ing recommending that Mr. 
Qinton ent Mr. Pollard's 
sentence but require him to 
remain in prison for an un- 
^)ecified number of ye^, 
according to administration 
officials ndio spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Pollard will be eligible 
in November 1995 to be cons- 
idered for parole. But law 
enforcement officials say they 
do not think the U.S. Parole- 
Commission wiii release him 
at that time. Under federal 
law, )^. Pollard must be 
released after serving 30 


years, in 2015. 

The State Department, 
and all other federal agencies 
that have an interest in the 
case, including the U.S. 
attorney's office, have all re- 
commended against ciemen- 
cy. 

Defence attorney Theo- 
dore B. Olson said Mr. Pol- 
lard's "story is consistent that 
be regrets what be did. He 
feels badly about die harm 
that was done." 

Mr. Olson said that the 
action of Jewish publications 
in picking last April's arti-i 
cle is “a distraction which is 
not constructive.” 

Mr. Weiss argued that Mr.' 
Pollard's remarlis do not in 
any way diminish the sinoer- 
ity of lus "deep and profound 
remorse.” 

Weiss' article goes rai to 
say "Jonathan deeply regrete 
the tremendous cost of his 
actions,” the cost to the 
healtii Of his ex-wife. Anne,, 
the cost to his marri^; the 
cost of this incarceration, the 
agony of isolation and the 
mental torture he has been 
forced to endure.” 


Settlers spar with visiting PLO official 


By Said Ghazali 
The Associated Press 

ON THE ROAD TO JERU- 
SALEM, Occupied West 
Bank — A visiting Palestine 
Liberation .Organisation 
(PLO) dignitary, witnessed 
firsthand the fervor of some 
Israelis' opposition to the 
Palestinian autonomy accord 
Friday as he toured the occu- 
pied West Bank. 

"We live here in our coun- 
try," settler Yoel Cooperman 
shouted at Afif Safieh, the 
PLO's envoy to London who 
is visiting family for 
.Oiristmas. 

Mr.‘Coopermaii was one of 
some SO settlers -laying the 
cornerstone for a new settle- 
ment on a hill just outside 
East Jerusalem. 

Mr. Safieh remained stoic 
as Mr. Cooperman, a thir- 
tyish, U.S.-born resident of 
the -nearby settlement of 
Maale Edumim, rushed to hb 
car. “This was always ‘my 
land, since I was bom as a 
Jew,” Mr. Cooperman siud. 

Mr. Safieh did not under- 
stand. But his Hebrew-^wak- 
ing aide, Ibrahim Matar, en- 


ga^d the Israeli with taunts 
of "Go back to the United 
States.” 

In the Jewish neighbour- 
hood of Pisgat Zeev north of 
Jerusalem, Mr. Safieh was 
^^roached by Rahamin Sha- 
mian, a 57-year-old Israeli 
construction worker, who 
advised him the Palestinians 
will never control any part of 
Jerusalem. 

Israel claims the -entire 
city, while Palestinians want 
its eastern sector, seized by 
Israel in 1967 and later 
"annexed,” as the capital of 
their envisaged future state. 

"Jerusalem is the enteraal 
capital of Israel. .for 4(XX} 
years,” Mr. Shamian said. 
"How can you still want Jeru- 
salem?” 

Mr. Safieh moved away, 
curtly wishing Mr. Shamian a 
good day. 

He later told the AP Israel 
should remove 280,000 Jews 
living on Palestinian land. 

. HU figure included some 
1^,(XX) Jewish residents of 
East Jerusalem who are not 
considered settlers by Israel. 
Israel usually puts the num- 


ber of settlers at 130,000. 

"They should leave the set- 
tlements as pan of the oom- 
piensatiOD that the Israeli 
state- owes Palestinian socie- 
ty,'' said Mr. Safieh, 43-year- 
political scientist. 

^ tour coincided with 
attempts to lay cornerstones 
at 72 sites settlers hope will 
eventually become full- 
fledged settlements. 

Foreign hfinister Shimon 
Peres told Israel Ra£o the 
government would not per- 
mit any new settlements. 

The item news agency said 
soldiers were sent to several 
of the sites and that the set- 
tlers agreed to dUperse. No 
incidents were reported. 

The settlers have been at 
the foreftont of ri^t-wiire 
0 (^)Osition to tiie Israel-PLO 
accord signed in September 
in Washington. 

'The accord grants the 
Palestinians autonomy, first 
in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank town of Jericho 
and later in the entire West 
Bank. Implementation of the 
accord, planned to b^in la^ 
week, U being delayed by 
disagreement over several. 


•key Usnes. 

Talks on the final settle- 
ment — involving thorny 

a nestions over bo^rs and 
le ultimate fote of Jen»aleai 
and the settl^nents are de- 
layed until 1^. But many 
IsraeUs are already raising 
sudi issues. 

“We who came here to live 
in the heart of the country 
wQ] find . ourselves* on the 
borders and.. living in the 
shadows of contihu^ terror^ 
tsm,” said rigK-wing le^ria- 
tor Michael Eitan at a 
ground-breaking ceremony 
(Hitside the Koebav Yair set- 
tlement. .- 

Mr. Safieh termed the set- 
tlers' actions Friday "an in- 
suit to the international com- 
mointy..that fiilly supports an 
equitable, peaceful solution 
to the Israel-Palestinian con- 
flict.” 

Safieh, a Belgian 
national who U visiting hU 
mother and sister in Jeni- 
snlcm for a two-week Oirist- 
nias vacation after some 25 
years abroad, said he in- 
tended to settle here even- 
tually. 
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Nairoujh pharmacy (ilVi72 

Najih pharmacy S47(*.t2 

IRBU): 

Dr. FayvzAiOaJi 2-t-S74,* 

Alqudsphurindcy ( — ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr . Fawwaz Mamd Vd3ti44 

Khalifch pharmacy *M54 1 7 

EMERGENCIES 

Fixxl CoRinil Centre tk'71 1 1 

Civil Defence Depiinmcnl 661 1 1 1 

Gvil Defence Immediaie 

Rcbcue (00341 

CKil Defence EmerfUrnev I*N 

Rexcue Pdice 1«2. o21 1 1 1 . ft^rm 

Fire Brigade M122K 

BliMid Bank 775121 

Highway Pitlice K4,1402 

TralTic Police KM1.WII 

PuMic Secunu Depanmem (ijili32l 

iloidComplajAis 60581X1 

Price CtHnpLiini'i t<>l [76 

Water and Sewerage 

Cnmplainb 847-167 

Amman Miinicipaliiy 

CnmplainN 78711 1 

TelepbiMH; lnfiwnuliiHi 

( Jia'ciorx' a«B4ance) 121 

Oversva-s Callh mo2.30 

C'cniral Amman Tdephone 

Rcpair\ 61^101 

Ahdali Tdephnne Repairs 6hM01 

Jordan TelcvMon 77JIM 

Radki Jordan 774111 

Water Authority nXOKKi 

Jttrdan Eiectnci'ty Authority ...KI.Vil5 
Elceiric Power 

CcMttpany (k.Vi.181 


RJ Right Information 08-.t.t2lll> 

Ouecn Alia Inti. Airport Olt-?32tx> 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

HifiAetn MediealCenire 8I.)KI.V22 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn ... 6442MIiVi 
Akilch Maternity. J. Amn ... 64244|>2 

Jahal Amman Maternity 641'Wi2 

Malhu^.J. Amman ....! 636140 

Puleslinc. ShmcKani 664l7]i4 

Shmciiiani Hospital 6601.11 

Unhrcrsiiy Htspital 84584.'^ 

Al-Muatjicr Hospital n67227N 

The Islamic. Ahdali 66M27/37 

Ai-Ahli. Ahdali 664164T6 

Italian. Al-Muhnjreen T7710li3 

Al-Bushir. J. AbhraHch 77511 1/26 

Army.Marka H9I6I1/I5 

Queen Alia Hospital NI224(850 

Antal Httspilal 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZarqjGovi. Hottpiial (09)98.1323 

Zarqa NaiUmal Hospital .. i(N)9(KI56U 

IhnSinaHmptal 109)9867.12 

Alllikma Modem Hi^ul 

IXHD: 

Priiucgs Bmiu Hospital ....! (II2I275555 

Gieek CaihnKc Ht^pital 1112)212275 

]hn Al Nakxs Hospital ((12)247101 

AQABA: 

Pmcca Hava Hoqaial |ll.lKli4l 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER ^ 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This informa/AJin i» supfdicJ hy Rt>yal 
Jordanian (RJ) inhumalkm dvpun- 
muni ul Ihe Oueen Albi Internalional 
Airpftn Tcl. (nm.V2IKUy. when k 
•Jiould a/toa,Ki he wrified. 

AlUUVAUB 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

2*1® SaiwadU) 

5” 

•J®* Jeddah (KJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

5“ BciniKRJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

■••• New York. Amsierdam(RJ) 

™ CairolRJ) 

Banpkok(RJ) 

Ca.xahIanca.Tunis(RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

??4! Cairo (MS) 

1®™ Khanoum (SDl 

Muscat. Abu Dhahi (GF) 

Duhai(EM) 

■“** Ambluitlant(KL) 


DBPARTUIIES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

.(Terminal 1 ) 

Bcinu(RJ) 

jj4? Roo»(RJ) 

III" Ronui(Rj) 

1*52 Aimicrdam.ChicDpoiRJ) 

London (RJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

CaiKi(RJ) 

Dhahpan(Rj) 

•Jif Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

*2~2 Duhai,Kuischi(Rji 

Damascus (RJ) 

■r” Al-Dahran(RJ) 

Aim Dhahi Muscat (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Istanbul (TA) 

JEJf B«w(ME1 

™ Cairo (MS) 

, !IS (SO) 

li* Bahrain. Abu Dhuhi(GF) 

Duhai(KL) 

huaz railway train 

wmevetv Monday 

Arr.DuuMScM 

SdX) p.m. ewrv Monday 


Dcp.Dgnn6cus 

7JU a.m. every Sunday 
Arr.Annnn SriXlp.m. every Sunday 

market prices 

UpperAo»er priev in fiK per 

Apph: 72tM3fl 

Banana aW 

^nnna(Mbkaniinuri 65) 

600 /4(W 

Cahho{(e 90 .' 54 

i.‘ 24U(|W 

CauHlinwer hkv in) 

^mcniinc 180 ; (30 

Cumbers (b^) am ; tn) 

^Wmheia (small) 3S0IM) 

I8U/IUQ 

niKViillO 

^rape Fruit I7u;)2(i 

Lemon i<ii / III) 

Marrow (large) ixi' llA 

Mmiiw(unidl) .150/. UK) 

»ives (green) 7nk.9l0 

^{on(dry) 4011 1. Kit) 

Oiwn (green) 250; 

JjppCTlhoO 280 

BCKicr.(swca) 280 tan 

2Sirl50 

Radah l^rND 

Tomaw.. !;'.vii/2HU 

SOaasit Ml)/ 1.« 
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" Hb Rpyrf t^hness Crown Prince Hassao 
Sunday, visits the Latin Patriarchate in 


; Swofieb to congratulate Christian sects on 

■ tfae occaaoii of Christmas. Present in the 

" aa<lie^ me (from left) Minister of Awqaf 




and IMi^oiis Affairs Abduisalam Al Abba> 
di, Greek Patriarch Diodonis« Anglican 
Bishop Elia Khoury, the King's Religious 
Advisor Izzeddin Ai Tamimi and Roman 
Catholic Bishop Salim Sayegh (Petra photo) 


Crown Prince congratulates 
Christians on Christmas 


AMMAN<Petra) — His Royal 
. . . ~ ‘ Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san Sunday stressed Jordan's 
!•! interest in enhancing 

. r . , - understanding among its peo- 

. ■' pie.- 

. .. ' During a visit to the Latin 

Patriarcbate in Sweifiyeh to 
' '' ' offer congratnlations to all 

. V u:j- . Christian sects on the occasion 
of Christmas, Prince Hassan 
affirmed Jordan's keenness to 

• ■• lit'' the rights of all Jorda- 

nians. regardless of their ori- 
g^n. The Crown Prince con- 

. veyed the King’s best wishes to 

all Oiristian sects and stressed 
that common aspects of the 
members of the Jordanian 
hunily should be highli^ted 
..^ind enhan^ to help develop 
Kingdom. - 

• pointed to jhc resump-' 
tion of Christmas -:xlebrations 
in Bethlehem after a stoppa^ 


fwrj, 


'It: i^ij. 


■' "( i!*-*:* 


of six years and improvements 
in the prospects of achieving a 
just and comprehensive peace 
in the Middle East. 

He also underlined the im- 
portance of safeguarding hu- 
man rights in the Middle East, 
saying this region, which is the 
cradle of drilisation and reli- 
90ns, deserves more concern 
from the civilised world. 

Sunday, Prince Hassan vi- 
sited the Chief Justice Depart- 
ment where he chaired a meet- 
ing attended by Cnief Islamic 
Justice loeddin Al Khatib Al 
Tamimi, who is also the King's 
advisor on religious affairs, 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Minister Abdul Salam Al 
Abbadi, Director General of 
the Industrial Development 
Bank Taher Kanaan and the 
Prince’s Private Advisor 


Mohammad Al Saqqaf. 

Prince Hassan issued direc- 
tives on the need to enhance 
coordination between the 
Chief Justice Department and 
the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs, particularly 
concerning lands allocated for 
charity purposes. 

He also stressed the import- 
ance of activating the role of 
Waqf (religious endowment) 
institutions to enable them to 
play their role in meeting the 
society's needs in various 
fields. 

Prince Hassan was briefed 
by Dr. Abbadi on the minis- 
U7's preparations for the holy 
month of Ramadan which will 
start in February. He said the 
ministry will launch during the 
fasting month cultural prog- 
rammes which emphasise the 
values of faith and tolerance. 


Cabinet approves 
* 2:: 1994 projects 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Calnnet Saturday approved the 
German aid programme to Jor- 
dan for the year 1993, under 
which Germany provides 
financial and technical aid for 
some projecbb carrie<r-'Out by 

The Cabinet alsp^ approved 
Jordan’s partidpation to the 
meeting of ministers of catnire. 
due to be hdd in Beirut from 
Jan. 8 -to Jan. 

It also approved (he Ministry 
of Tourism's partidpation in 
an international tourist exhibi- 
tion. which will be held in the 
Netherlands during the first 
week of January. 

Meeting under the chair- 
manship of Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Al Majali. the 
Cabinet approves the applica- 
Ttkm for licence for 1 new Arabic 
weekly. “At Rascvf.” The new 
weekly will be' issued by 
Masaadeh and Tummaleifi 
company. 

The Cabinet also approved a 
reque&t by the Health Ministry 
to hold two workshupa on 
AIDS for communicators and 
secondary school, teachers. 


78,901 students to sit for 
first-term tawjihi exams 


... fc.i 


IWHATS GOING ON 

EXHIBITIONS 

The second exhibition of 
engueering hooks at the 
Jordu Ei^necrs Associa- 
tion. 

J'A' Exhibition on the 100th 
‘annivd'sary the death of 
French novelist Guy De 


.. iMrii’J-'' 

Maupassant at the French 


Cultural Ccnte- 


ExhibitiOB of. Iraqi books at 


the Royal Cultural Centre. 


4 Art exhibition by artists 


Ibrahim Al AbduN and 


Abdul Hnssein Tway at Alia 


Art Gdlery;- - 


Art exhibUioD by a nnmber 


of Jordanian artists entitled 


**T1ie Sixth Exhibition — 


Ssn^tes From The Contem- 


poraiy Jordanian Art 93" 


at the Spanish Cultural Cen- 








tre. 

■ir Exhibition **Prints and 
Drawii^ of Fakhrelnissa 
Zeid" (1915-1991) until the 
15th of January *94 at Darat 
al Fuhun - of the Abdul 
Ham^ Shoman Founda- 
tion. Also showing the 
‘'Permanent** Exhibition. 
fW3251Q). 

CHRISTMAS 

bazaars 

f Christmas bar**** at Al 
Nukhbah.Eshiliition HaU. 
University Road <Tel. 
8373^ «42S7). 

Chmtnms bazaar at the 
Aninan Inimmtioaal .Auto 
Exhibh^Airport Road. 

Lectture endded -Can I'he 
United Btates Lea.d The, 
World?”:. ^ Mr. Ahmad 
Sharaf . 1st .'Abdul Hameed 
Sbomuia Piiwiidalion at 6:00 
pjiu 


AMMAN (Petra) — Some 
78.9U1 students Monday mom- 
ins head for 1 .()5() examination 
halls around, Jqr<laa,iq >i( for 
the '.fifSl“Tdrnf of rhdir general 
secdi\dary'K(]^ltKtXificai% eV • 
amihatibns. (tawjihi).,..,.,,^. 

The onTy examinatton hair 
abroad is the one in Tunis. 
Students sit for examination in 
the scientific, literary, com- 
mercial. vocational, nursing 
and hotel management 
streams. 

Director of the Ministry of 
Education's Examinations De- 
partment Mohammad Sayel 
Obeidat said the Kingdom's 
education departments had 
finalised their arrangements 
for the tawjihi examfnutions. 
which will end 011 Jan. K. 1994. 

Offering advice to students 
who will sit for the exams. Dr. 
Obeidat urged them to abide 
bv regulations and rules and 


not to commit malpractices 
that might endanger their 
chances o7 success. 

Students, he said., shpuld 
write ^ down all personal ' In- 
fortnation' clearly and. 'befbre 
starting to fill ^etr answering 
sheets. He alsoautked them not 
to hesitate in informing the 
Ministry of Education of any 
incident that might take place 
during the exam periods. 

On Sunday, a meeting was 
held at the IVIinisiry of Educa- 
tion under the chairmanship of 
Minister Khaled Al Oman to 
review the ministry's prepara- 
tions for the examinations. 

Dr. Oman said at the meet- 
ing that the ministry pays due 
attention to the examination 
and (hat it had been working 
on preparing the proper atmos- 
phere for students to sit for 
their exams. 
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No salary increase for civil servants 
this year, but options under study 


By P. V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Tbc govern- 
ment is not planning any sal- 
ary increases for civil servants 
during fiscal 1994, but is am- 
sidering a series of options 
aimed at bettering living con- 
ditions on a national level, 
senior officials say. 

While an across-the-board 
hike in wages is ruled out, tfw 
officials say. the government 
might offer “incentive- 
oriented" increases for civil 
servants, based on their per- 
formances of work and a^ee- 
ment to work under difficult 
contfitions. 

The officials noted that no 
provisions for salary in- 
creases were made in the 
draft budg^ for 1994, now 
before parliament, and that 
the government would be 
hard put to offer any hikes 
during the year because 
financial constraints. 

They also pointed out that 
the gwemment could not 
offer any increases to civil 
servants since it was bound 
by the economic restiuctuT- 
ing programme agreed upon 
with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). One 
of the provirions in the prog- 


ramme is a freeze in wage 
increases for the public sec- 
tor, except for token annual 
Increments. 

The annual inerement is 
automatically applied to civtl 
servants except for cases 
cited by supervisors as poor 
performance of duties. 

In 1993, the government 
offered an across-the-board 
increase: of JD1S-JD20 to 
civU servants and security 
personnel, including the 
araied forces, as well as pen- 
sioners, .. ‘ the first salary 
increase for the ‘ - sector 

since 1989. 

“That was an exceptional 
measnre, gpven the visible 
rise in the cost of living and 
inflation,** said a senior offi- 
cial, recalling that inffation 
during the previous year was 
more tiian ei^t per cent. 
Inflation during 1993 is not 
expected to go up beyond 
four per cent, offiaals say. 

The IMF. which was fa^ 
with the sala^ increase as a 
hit aceomp//, “gnidgin^y 
accepted the measure as a 
quid pro quo for introducing 
sales tax," said the official, 
who prefered anonymity. 

The government was sup- 
posed to have introduced the 
sales tax at the beginning of 
1993, to replace tite con- 
sumption tax whidi went into 


ettect in 1992, but political 
considerations in an election 
year delayed the sales tax. 
which is now expected to be 
introduced in the first quarter 
of 1994. 

Officials also say ffiat if 
Parliament insists on a wage 
increase and makes its 
approval of the budget con- 
ditional on a ht)ce, then the 
budget would have a defidl. 

1^ JD 1.487 billion dr^ 
budget for 1994 is described 
as the Kingdom's first defidt- 
free budget since local re- 
venues and JD 156 million in 
.foreign aid cover alt current 
expenditures and part of 
capital expenditures. 

The budget does not in- 
clude JD ^)0 million pro- 
jected as Jordan's needs to 
service its foreign debts. The 
government expects external 
financing to cover this cost. 

The increase offered in 
1993, which was promised 
dunng the parliamentary de- 
bate on the fiscal budget but 
took retroactive effect in 
April, is estimated to have 
cost the government around 
JD70 million. The official 
bureaucracy employs more 
than 400,0(iD peoi^e, maJting 
the public sedor the largest 
em{rioyer in the country. 

“The government is con- 
sidering a programme of 


incentive-oriented salaiy in- 
creases for civil servants who 
excel in their performance of 
duties,'' said another senior 
official. “Also, people who 
agree to be located in out- 
lying re^ons might be given 
an increase." 

Such increases are accep- 
table to the IMF. the inter- 
national economic watchdog, 
and the World Bank, which 
help countries implementing 
economic readjustment prog- 
rammes develop and upgrade 
the efficiency of government 
departments. 

Reluctance to work in rural 
regions is characterestic of 
most civil servants, who like 
to live and work in the capital 
or other major urban centres. 

Gvil service experts say 
that even those who agree to 
be located in outlying regions 
as a condition for employ- 
ment do so with their eyes set 
on using their “connections” 
to be moved to Amman or 
other urban centres at the 
first available opportunity. 

“It is not enou^ that peo- 
ple accept employment in ru- 
ral areas," said one expert. 
"They have to stay there and 
perfoim their duties with an 
acceptable level of commit- 
ment and dedication." 

The officials said such pa- 
rameters would be taken into 


considerations in the 

“incentive-oriented program- 
me.” but cautioned, howev- 
er, that "these are all ideas 
and options under study, no- 
thing is on paper yet." 

According to the officials, 
the government will also seek 
to improve the effectiveness 
of assistance extended 
through the National Aid 
Fund as well as the Develop- 
ment and Employment Fund. 

They said an "array of op- 
tions” was under considera- 
tion. Again, nothing has been 
finalised yet, they added. 

The draft budget for 1994 
reflect an increase in alloca- 
tions for the two aid funds 
while JD 6 million have been 
reduced from allocations for 
food subsidies. 

“While (here is no direct 
linkage between the reduc- 
tion in subsidies and the in- 
creased allocation to the two 
funds, the increase could be 
attributed to the savings that 
the gpveroineni expects to 
make by cutting subsidies.” 
said Dr. Fahed Fanek, col- 
umnist and economist. 

The government is plan- 
ning a move to ensure that 
only the needy benefit from 
the food subsidies by limiting 
the availability of subridised 
items to people who earn less 
than JD SOO per month. 


lAF hardliners lose ground 


(Continaed frmn page 1) 

differences “among tiie rainr 
bow colours in our move- 
ment.” 

‘The crisis that the front 
faced in the last two vi«elu 
showed that the front and its 
members are not immune to 
differences, but we overcame 
the problems in a ve^ short 
time,” Dr. Farhan said. 

But the lineup of the new 
council, where an overwhelm- 
ing majority of meznbers are 
known moderates as opposed 
to its hawk-led prednessor, 
dearly indicated that the doves 
had. prevailed. ;< 

-front has nearly 3.000 
registered members, and 
ciauns more than 100,000 hard- 
core supporters. 

Much of Sunday's press con- 
ference which was also 
attended by deputies Hamzeb 
Mansour, MohanunadOwaida 
and Bassam Aliourii, was fo- 
cused on die lAF crisis. 

According to Dr. Faitan, 
Mr. Abu Ghanimeh's charges 
that the lAF was trying to 
liquidate the Muslim Brotiier- 
hood as a political and sodal 
force in Jordanian sodety and 
that the lAF itself was steering 
towards polides of acrom- 
modation with the existing 
non-lslainic orders in the coun- 
try were “personally motivated 


and not politically sound.” 

“Mr. Abu Ghanimeh was 
upset that he was not nomin- 
ated as an LAP candidate for 
Amman Second District in the 
legislative elections. He saw 
ti^t he was losing ground and 
thus he resorted to gping pub- 
lic with the lAFs internal 
issues and blew them out of 
proportion,” Dr. Far!^ said. 

Mr. Abu Ghanimeh, a long- 
time Brotherhood member on 
tile lAFs executive commit- 
tee, has argued that pro- 
estabHshment members were 
steering the political polides of 
the lAF towards “accommoda- 
tion rather than constructive 
opposition.” 

Mr« *Abu Chanimeb's 
attempts to secure membership 
for some 300 like-minded 
Brotherhood members into the 
lAF one week before the 
Shura elections created an 
open lift last week, when Dr. 
Farhan adjourned an executive 
committee meeting after refus- 
ing to grmt last-minute mem- 
bership to the Abu 
Ghanimen-backed 1 activists. 

Dr. Farhan said Sunday that 
lAF membership bad been 
frozen since October but that 
as of January up to 900 new 
applications for membership 
would be reviewed. The Majlis 
Ai Shura will elect a new ex- 
ecutive council next week. 


Saleh praises King Hussein’s 
efforts to defuse Yemeni crisis 


SANAA (Petra) — Speaker of 
the Yemeni Lower House of 
Parliament Abdullah Al 
Ahmar Sunday lauded the sin- 
cere efforts made by His 
Majesty King Hussein to con- 
tain the crisis between Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
and his Vice President AK 
Salem Al Beedh. 

Mr. Al Ahmar's statement 
was made during a meeting he 
had with Jordan's Ambassador 
to Yemen Fayez Al Rabie', 
who .conveyed to him the 
greetings of King Hussein and 
those of his coonterpan. Taher 
Masri. 

In an interview with Jordan 
Television, broadcast Saturdy 
night. President Saleh said 
King Hussein was very con- 
cerned from the onset of the 
crisis and had sent letters to 
both the Yemeni president and 
his deputy, through the Royal 
court chief. Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker. 

Preridem Saleh said a spe- 
cial committee grouping repre- 
sentatives of the Genei^ Peo- 
ple’s Congress and the Sodaiist 
party of Mr. Al Beedth was 
formed to work out an accept- 
able formula for the cuneni 
dispute between the Yemeni 
leaders. 


Results of the meetings of 
the committee will be com- 
municated to King Hussein for 
his “blessing and final 
touches.” President Saleh said. 

President Saleh voiced hope 
that the Yemeni press and par- 
ties will follow the same path 
Jordan's parties and press have 
been following. He voiced 
satisfaction with Jordan's 
democratic experience, de- 
scribing it as responsible and 
successful. He stressed the 
need for control roveroing 
democraiisation and political 
pluralism. 

In a favourable develop- 
ment. the Yemeni president 
agreed Saturday to hold a 
meeting with Mr. Al Beedh on 
Jan. 9. according to reports in 
the Jordanian Arabic dailies. 
The meeting was suggested by 
Yemeni scholars and ulemas, 
who proposed that such a 
meeting take place at one of 
the mosques of Al Jund city, 
130 kilometres south of the 
Yemeni capital Sanaa. 

AI Dustour Arabic daily said 
President Saleh and his deputy 
are expected to meet in Am- 
man soon 10 settle their differ- 
ences. The paper did not eli- 
minate the possibility of a third 
visit by Sharif Zeid to Sanaa to 
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Toast in with style and 
enjoy great live 
entertainment with 
Tony Khalassy. 




jj ~ ~'T 

Celebrate this eve 
with Osama Jabour 
& belly dancer 
Raquel. 


5 1.1 *tVl -I A** 

Dance all night at the 
Jordan Ballroom 
and enjoy live 
entertainment with 
Sonya Attia & Timar, 


(Dty'BruncR 

Enjoy a special 
■ Pick Me Up • brunch 
with live entertainment 
by Tony Khalassy. 


Delight yourself 
with a special open 
buffet from the 
Holy Land at the 
Coffee Shop. 


(Brea/^ast Of' 
lJuyear 

Start 1994 with 
our wonderful 
breakfast at the 
Coffee Shop. 


FgiW Gfarrd Aeaauii: Queen Noar Street - Shmeiceni Td. 696S11 
Wme Ciaod Hotels In Abu Dhabi. Bahrain CTbe OfiloinaO. Cairo, CasaUanca, OuhaJ 



fflGHER COLLEGES OF TECHNOLOGY 

United Arab Emirates 

ARABIC / ISLAMIC STUDIES COORDINATOR 

The Position 

The Higher Colleges of Technology invite applications for the above vacancy within this rapidly 
expanding system of post-secondary education. The Coordinator is responsible for overseeing 
the development, delivery and maintenance of the curriculum in Arabic and Islamic Studies, and 
facilitating the instnimentaJ process by coordinating new course design and development. In 
addition, existing course review, and revision and instructional materials development and 
acquisition will be part of the role. The Coordinator will also provide support for activities 
related to standards and evaluation, instructional methodology, professional development and 
external liaison. 

The Candidate 

Candidates should possess a Masters Degree in Arabic, Education or related field. Additionally, 
professional training in the instruction of Islamic Studies is required, with experience of 
curriculum development and practical teaching at a tertiary level including the use of 
instructional technology. Highly developed leadership skills, ability to manage change and work 
colIaboniUvely in a multiple cultural team, utilising excellent interpersonal and communiaction 
skills will be needed for this challenging post Fluency in both oral and written Arabic and 
English are essential requirements as English is the major language of instruction in the 
Colleges. 

The RemuneratiOP 

Employment with the Higher Colleges provides the opportunity to gain significant experience in 
a modem and progressive system. The UAE provides a high standard of living with excellent 
facilities for work, leisure and family life. A competitive benefits package is offered including 
free housing, furniture allowance, S6 days vacation, assistance with school fees and 
annual flight tickets. Salary dependent on qualifications and experience will be in the 
range of UAE Dirhams 12, 427 - 15, 384 per month. 

Interested applicants should respond in English enclosing their CV to Janet Grieve, Recruitment 
Supervisor at the: 

Higher Colleges of Technology 

P.O.B0X 47025, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 

Fax No: 9712 330666 


Ail Abdnllftb Saleh 

carry Royal messages to Presi- 
dent Saleh and Mr. Al Beedh. 

Asked to comment on such a 
meeting, Jordan's Ambassador 
to Yemen Fayez Al Rabie' said 
in a telephone interview that 
everything was possible. He 
add^ that the Jordanian in- 
itiative is the only way out of 
this crisis because King Hus- 
sein enjoys the appreciation 
and respect of all parties. 
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Money alone won’t do 

APART FROM their very small annual increments, 
dvfl servants had only two humble pay raises in 
thdr salaries in the last five years. Early this year 
the pay of government empk^ees, the army, the 
police and retired personei was raised by JD 15 
eadi. A year or so earlier they got JD 10. &it the 
two hikes covered only a fraction of the spiralling 
cost of living, which since 1989 has more than 
donbleJ dne to the forced devaluation of the dinar. 

The government employs more than 60 per cent 
of the wwkforce and pays on averse less than 60 
per cent of the w^e per person paid by the private 
sector. Recent studies by both UNICEF and the 
Ministry of Sodal Affairs reveal that close to 30 per 
•cent ot Jordanians live under the poverty line. 
Although no studies can prove it, it is thought that 
many ^ those who live under the poverty line are 
-employed by the government. This Is potentially 
dangerous. It not only means decreased efficiency 
throi^ lowered moral, but is politically sensitive. 
After all the 1989 riots in many towns and villages 
wM% tr^gered by soarii^ prices. 

The government therefbre should be keen to solve 
the problem but careful in handling the situation. 
On the one hand, it cannot easily raise the funds 
necessary to improve dvil servants’ living stan- 
dards; and, at the same time, it is obl^ed to adhere 
to the terms of the economic a^iustment program- 
me agreed with the laternatioaal Monetary Fhnd 
(IMF) which stipulates, among others, a reduction 
In bnd^t deficit and in public spending. 

On the other hand, the government is expected to 
come under even more pressure from Paifiament to 
find an adequate solution for savh^ pnbUc servants 
and the service as a whole. 

In prqiaration for its final word to the House on 
this question the government is talking about 
“packages,” ^incentives” and a “new social con- 
tract.” Whether these terms will be translated into 
dear policies or not will become dear sooner. For 
now, however, the factors that are causii^ this mess 
most be anaiy^ and understood. The public sector 
is both overmanned and ineffident. In a way, it is a 
vidons circle for all. Because the service is over- 
manned it is responsible for a great deal of waste. 
And because salaries are extremdy low, morale will 
continue to suffer no matter bow many random pay 
increases are introduced. 

What b required then are radical changes. These 
should include positive engagement by the govern- 
ment in efforts to strengthen the role of the private 
sector by removing legislation and bureaucratic 
measures that hinto Its work. The government 
needs to get out of its trader Job and leave business 
ventures to the private sector. Other services that 
may remain under government control — defence, 
security, education and health — need to be 
trhnmed, streamlined and made more efficient 
through trainii^, retraining and employment of 
modem management techniques. 

What is oe^ed is not more spedalised studio 
conducted by new experts and specialists to identify 
the faults and produce a blueprint for efficient 
government. We already have done many of those. 
What is reaUy needed is a renewed will to enforce 
the necessary change. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

COMMENTING ON Monday’s meeting in Cairo between 
Israeli and PLO officials. Al Dnslour daily said that there are 
obvious signs that the two parties are determined to imple- 
ment the Oslo deal. Hie paper said that despite the good 
intentions of the Palestinians, there is little chance that the two 
ndes nill come to agreement, mainly due to the intransigent 
behaviour of the Israeli government and the settlers, said the 
paper. It is due to the Israeli government's failure to respect 
the Oslo deal and, the aggression of the settlers on Arab 
people and property that the deal is not implemented, said the 
paper. The world community is watching any progress in the 
peace negotiations which started in Oslo, moved to Paris and 
back to Cblo before movin| to Cairo, added the paper. It said 
that the Arab World is awaiting good results in the talks which 
it is hoped will witness end to Israel's procrastination and lead 
to a comprehensive peace. 

COMMENTING ON the behaviour of the Jewish settlers in 
the Arab lands under Israeli rule, a columnist in Sawt Al Shaob 
said the hate of the settlers is far stronger than the state of 
Israel. Hie settlers whose rule extends from the Golan, in the 
north, to Gaza, in the south, seem stronger and more 
a ggr essive than the Israeli government, said Arafat Hijazi. 
The writer said that the settlers, who ^up a large number of 
criminals, believe in aggression and violence which characte- 
rise their acts of violence against the Palestinian land and 
people. He said that these criminals are defying not only the 
Arabs but also the Israeli government, making the imple- 
mentation of the Oslo deal almost impossible. According to 
reports that leaked from the Israeli defence, the scttleTs 
more and more sophisticated weapons than the regular 
forces. The reports said that the senlers are continually 
training in the use of weapons, which helps them defy the 
government, the Oslo deal and the views of the world 
community. 


PLO-Israel agreement and prospects for peace 


The Israeli-Palestinian agree- 
ment of Sept. 13, 1993. identi- 
fies the road to a true and 
lasting pe^ in the Middle 
East, yet it is a road littered 
with obstacles and full of 
dangerous traps. Most ordin- 
ary Palestinians in the West 
^nk and the Gaza Strip sup- 
port the agreement and expect* 
it to free them from Israeh* 
occupation, poverty and de- 
privation. Most Palestinian in- 
tellectuals,* on the other hand, 
continue to criticise the accord 
and doubt its motives and abil- 
ity to deliver what is being 
promised by the PLO lead- 
ership. 

The agreement is neither a 
political settlement nor a mere 
declaration of principles. 
Rather, it is a declaration of 
intent, an Israeli-Palestinian 
mutii^ commitment to seek 
and establish peace throu^ a 
political process. In addition, 
the agreement calk for taking 
certain steps on the road to 
peace. It calls for the establish- 
ment of a “Palestinian interim 
self-government authority, the 
elected council, for the Palesti- 
nian people in the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip." It also 
states that "the interim 
arrangements are in integral 
part of the whole peace process 
and that the negotiations on 
the permanent status will lead 
to the implementation of 
Security Council resolutions 
242 and 3^." However, the 
agreement states that “juris- 
diction of the council mil cover 
West Bank and Gaza territory, 
except Jerusalem, settlements, 
military locations. Israelis." 
Issues that were left for final 
status negotiations vdiich are 
to commence not later than the 
beginning of the third year of 
(he interim period are “Jeru- 
salem, refugees, settlements, 
security arrangements, bor- 
ders. relations and cooperation 
with other neighbours." 

The agreement falls short of 
addressing the legitimate 
Palestinian demands for 
sovereignty and self- 
determination. It even fails to 
recognise the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip as occupied 
territotles. commit Israel to 
ending its occu{Mtion, or ack- 
nowledge Palestinian national 
rights. In addition, it fitils to 
deal with the most senritive 
issues of Jerusalem, Jewish set- 
tlements in the occupied terri- 
tories. the fate and rights ol 
Palestinian refugees. Palesti- 
nian borders, security and 
other important issues. And 
despite being called a Declara- 
tion of Principles, the agree- 
ment contains no recognised or 
binding principles to facilitate 
and guide fiirther negotiation. 

Viewed from another angle, 
the agreement's vagueness 
appear as a blessing brause it 
did not preclude other options 
regarding the Palestinian fu- 
ture. PLO Executive Commit- 
tee member Mahmoud Abbas, 
who signed ihe agreement on 
Sept. 13 in the White House, 
said recently that the agree- 
ment carries in its belly the 
possibility of a Palestinian state 
as well as the probability of 
perpetuating Israeli occupa- 
tion. Recognition of this fact 
has made most Palestinians 
feel hopeful and apprehensive 
at the same time. They are 
hopeful that the agreement will 
end decades of war and bring 
peace, yet they do not under- 
stand its provisions, are suspi- 
cious of its intentions and fear 
its possible implications on 
their lives. 

Consequently, the momen- 
tum generated by the signing 
of the Israeli-Palestinian Dec- 
laration of Principles cannot be 
sustained unless further steps 
are taken and concrete prog- 
ress is made. In fact, by the 
end of 1993. public opinion on 
both sides of the conflict has 
become more inclined to 
oppose rather than support the 
Sept. 13th agreement. 

Israeli journaiisr Oani 
Rubinstein wrote in Haaretz in 
late October 1993 that "indica- 
tors of public opinion in the 
West Bank and Gaza show that 
a great majority support the 
accords. However, this major- 
ity has responded to calls for 
strikes against the accords. The 
same majority continued to 
offer support and refuge to the 
wanted activists. This means 
that the Palestinian public 
opinion remains volatile and 
largely undecided. It is thus up 
to the parties to provide the 
incentives, the channels, the 
forums and the rationalisation 
to transform Palestinian hesi- 
tancy and confusion into solid 
support for peace and peaceful 
Existence. 

Palestinian forces opposing 
the agreement are disorganised 
and demoralised; they lack 
.credihie options to offer their 
c- mstituency. Such an opposi- 
tion. however, could become 
strong and focused if the agree- 
ment fails to deliver what is 
being promised or if the wider' 


peace process fails to make 
concrete progress on the other 
tracks, particularly the Ismeti- 
Syrian one. If no agreement 
with Syria is reached soon and 
the cunenl slow Palestinian 
pace and approach to 
institution-building and demo- 
cracy continues, the opposition 
will be revitalised and ener- 
gised. undermining the agree- 
ment and its potential for 
peace. 

If the Palestinian self-rule 
experiment fails due to Israeli 
intransigence. PLO incompe-* 
tence or both, the agreement 
will become a scapegoat, its 
shortcomings a rallying point, 
leading to wide popular dis- 
satisfaction and possibly re- 
newed violence. The ^ree- 
ment will have served no noble * 
purpose*, the time and money 
invested in it will have been* 
wasted and peace, stability and 
hope will again become a 
casualty. 

Israel seems to view Palesti- 
nian self-rule embodied In the 
agreement as an experiment to 
be limited and controlled. 
Most Palestinians, in contrast, 
tend to view self-rule and 
Israeli withdrawal from Gaza 
and Jericho as the dawn of a 
new era leading to independ- 
ence and statehood. Such dif- 
fering views threaten the in- 
tegrity of the agreement and 
undermine the credibility of all 
involved parties. For exarn;^. 
Che dispute over the definition . 
of the Jericho area makes no 
sense when viewed from a 
wider, futuristic perspective. It 
gives the wrong signal and de- 
monstrates Israeli bad faith. 
Such an Israeli attitude under- 
mines mutual confidence and 
weakens Palestinian support 
for the agreement. u4iile pro- 
viding the rejeaionist forces 
with added ammunition to 
fight it. 

Therefore, it is in the in- 
terest of all parties concerned 
to ensure the implementation 
of the agreement and provide 
the financial resources, the 
technical assistance and politic- 
al backing needed for its suc- 
-cess. Israeli cooperation in this 
regard is critical. Althou^ it is 
too early to pass judgement, 
the pace of ne^tiations and 
institution building and the 
attitudes of Israeli and PLO 
officials are not encouraging. 
To facilitate progress and en- 
hance the prospects of regional 
peace, it is suggested that 
change be made in several 
areas, including the following: 

1. The Israeli goveniment 
cannot hope to have peace and 
security while Palestinian 
rights are violated. Palestinian 
activists are harassed and- 
thousands of Palestinian pris- 
oners continue to languish in 
Israeli prisons . and detention 
camps. Jewish settlers moreov- 
er. cannot be allows to con- 
tinue roaming the occupied 
territories as armed ganp in- 
tent on disrupting P^estinian 
life, terrorising ^ildren and 
killing whoever dares to stand 
in their way. A more realistic 
Israeli policy that reco^ises 
and respects Palestinian poli- 
tical and human rights is 
needed. In addition, a more 
liberal .interpretation of the 
Sept. 13 accord taking the fit-' 
ture, not the past, into coiuid- 
eration is also needed. Without 
sudi changes, the PLO and the 
proposed Palestinian ccnindl 
for self-rule will have no credi- 
bility. and popular support for 
the agreement will ero^. Irv- 
ing the way for renewed ^io- 
lence. 

2. The pace of the peace 
process regarding the Syrian 
truck needs to be accelerated. 
While no serious obstacles 
seem to prevent resolving the 

^Jordanian-Israeli and 
* Lebanese-lsraeli disputes, nu 
concrete progress regarding 
both tracks can be made untl^ 
out the conclusion of an agree- 
ment to settle the Israeli- 
Syrian dispute. Israeli tactics to 
pressure Syria will not vrorit 
^nd .could be counteroroduc- 
live. Israeli claims that it is diffi-' 
cult to conclude anothef agree-' 
ment before the first one has 
been digested by the Israeli 
public is neither truthfiil nor 
helpful. Syria, besides being 
entitled to reguning soverei^- 
ty over its occupied Golan 
Heights is the only credible 
Arab party that can make life 
difficult for Palestinians ^ip- 
porting the Sept. 13 accord. U 
can provide the Palestinian re- 
jectionist forces with the poU- 
tical, logistical and financial 
backing needed to undermine 
the agreement. Some 700.000 
Palestinian refugees living in 
Lebanon and Syria could be 
trained, organised and used to 
intimidate and pt^sibly **li- 
quidate" PLQ leaders and 
others promoting the agree- 
ment. 

3. The PLO leadership must 
declare its commitment to 
democracy, to ending nepot- 
ism and to building credible 
national institutions and societ- 


By Dr. Mofaamed Rabie 


ai systems that ensure social 
responsibility and accouniabil- 
iw. An hon«t examination of 
tiie process led by the PLO to 
negotiate, conclude and gain 
institutfonai approval of the 
Sept. 13 agreement would con- 
clude that democratic proce- 
dures were violated and legiti- 
mate Palestinian institutions 
were by-passed and no debate 
was allowed to facilitate popu- 
lar examination of the agree- 
ment and expert evaluation of 
its political and economic rami- 
fications. 

4. The current pace of 
Palestinian institution building 
is slow and cannot meet 
Palestinian needs for state 
building or satisfy international 
requirements to receive and . 
manage foreign aid. The PLO 
needs to move quickly to trans- 
form its state of mind from that * 
of a revolution to that of a 
^jvernment of a modem state 
engaged in nation building and 
socio-economic transforma- 
tion. This transformation is 
essential to facilitating the in- 
stitutionalisation of democra- 
cy. reducing political and 
finandai corruption and creat- 
ing credible vehicles to receive 
and effectively utilise foreign 
aid. 

The quick and generous in- 
ternational response to provide 
the funds needed to implement 
the agreement and fadlitate 
die rebuilding of a devastated 
Palestinian economy is a posi- 
tive sign. However, the level of 
foreign aid. PLO sensitivity to 
institutional requirements and 
the agreetnent’s economic pro- 
visions are either inadequate 
or a cause of concern . *rhe S2.S 
billion pledged by the interna- 
tional community falls short of 
meeting the minimum needs of 
the Palestinian people. For ex- 
ample, a comprehensive pro- 
ject to resettle the Palestinian 
refugees of the Gaza Strip over 
five years would cost about SS 
lullion. double the pledged aid 
package for the entire popula- 
tion of the occupied Palesti- 
nian territories. The cost to 
resettle all Palestinian re- 
fugees. including those living 
in Jordw. Ld>anon and Syria, 
is eiaimated to be in excess of 
$20 billion,. 

Nevertheless, no level of 
foreign aid will be suffident to 
effect the necessary change 
'without having adequate insti- 
tutional infrastructure. Israeli 
occupation, unlike British and 
French colonialism in India 
and Algeria respectively, left 
no bureaucracy behind to 
assume state responsibilities. 
The PLO. despite claims to the 
contrary, has no such 
bureaucracy and. left alone, 
cannot manage the pledged 
funds and utilise them effec- 
tively. And uiiile Palestinian 
experts are abundant, their in- 
'Ciusion in the transformation 
process has not been taken 
seriously by the PLO. 

In aMition. the economic 
provisions of the Sept. 13 
agreement have generated fear 
and suspidon among Palesti- 
nians and Jordanians alike. 
They think that those provi- 
sions were designed to guaran- 
tee continued Palestinian de- 
pendence on Israel and. at the 
same time, to employ the 
Palestinian economy as a vehi- 
cle to facilitate economic 
braeli penetration of the large 
Arab maricet. Furthermore, 
the agreement's emphasis on 
economic ties and lack of con- 
cern for political rights has 
strengthened the Arab reac- 
tion to American and Israeli 
calls for ending the Arab eco- 
nomic boycott of the Jewish 
state. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
diak Rabin has more than 
once criticised the PLO for not 
moving faster to implement the 
agreement. He cannot and 
should not be allowed to place 
all the blame on the shoulders 
of the PLO when adopted 
Israeli policy has sought to 
deny the Palestinian peo|^ the 
opportunity to build national 
institutions, gain a degree of 
economic independence or de- 
velop community leadership. 
Dealing with the political, eco- 
•nomic and institutional needs 
of the Palestinian people is a 
(hity shared by all parties con- 
cerned. To facilitate progress, 
it is suggested that: 

A. The PLQ and the Jorda- 
nian government move swiftly 
to integrate their economies 
and unite their peoples. Sudi a 
move would enable the Palesti- 
nian self-rule authority to rely 
on Jordanian institutional in- 
frastructure and gain a degree 
of economic independence 
while building its own. An' 
expanded Palestinian economy 
to include the Jordanian eco- 
nomy would create a larger 
more dynamic market, while 
providing a more reliable vehi- 
cle for all three parties to reach 
other Arab markets. Thus, it is 
in the interest of Israel, Jordan 
and Palestine to include Jordan 
^ in all economic and finandai 


programmes and create a joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian political 
and economic entity. 

B. The fears of exiled 
Palestinians must be addres- 
sed, particularly those living in 
refugee camps in neighbouring 
Arab states. This may be facili- 
tated by allowing Palestinians 
living (mtside Palestine to par- 
•tidpate in the creation and 
management of all national in- 
stitutions and in taking ded- 
sions that affea their future. 
Palestinian refugees living in 
Jordan,' Lebanon and Syria 
should be given the oppoitun- 
ity to elect representatives to 
join those who will be elected 
in the West Bank and Gaza to 
form the first Palestinian par- 
liament. Such a political tedy 
is needed to form a Palestinian 
government, supervise the self- 
rule authority, negotiate final 
status arrangements with 
Israel, represent and protect 
the interests of exiled Palesti- 
nians and negotiate their fu- 
ture and the future of the 
Palestinian state with other 
Arab and non-Arab neigh- 
bours. 

C. Paiestinian-Americans 
are an asset never used by the 
U.S. government because of 
the stigma attached to them. 
The U.S.. while having the 
power to influence the process 
of democratisation and institu- 
tion building in Palestine, lacks 
the knowledge and political 
and cultural sensitivity to deal 
with the Palestinian people. A 
high State Department official 
said during a meeting in late 
September 1993 that with the 
exception of the Marshall Plan, 
every U.S. economic effort to 
' help foreign nations has failed. 
“We do nor seem to under- 
stand how to deal with other 
people and there is no reason 
to believe that our experience 
in Palestine will be different." 
the official said. 

The formation of a 
Palestinian-American council 
of experts is needed to advise 
U.S. agencies, help the Palesti- 
nian self-rule authority and 
oversee the allocation of 
American aid to the Palesti- 
nian people. The counaTs first 
task would most probably be to 
commission a study to identify 
PaJestinian institutions to be 
created and obstacles to imple- 
mentation. The council would 
also facilitate the formalisation 
of long-term U.S.-Palestinian 
cooperation, while enabling 
the Palesltnian people to be- 
nefit from the knowledge of a 
highly talented and educated 
segment of the Palestinian- 
American community. Such a 
councii would ensure a better 
use of American assistance 
funds, enhance U.S. credibil- 
ity, address the issue of politic- 
al and cultural sensitivity and 
vastly improve the agreement's 
chances of success. Relianoe 
on U.S. and international 
agencies only, or cbanelUng 
most funds through Israeli 
companies and Jewish Amer- 
ican institutions is self- 
defeating. It will certainly 
deepen Palestinian and Jorda- 
nian suspicion, creating new 
obstacles to peace and regional 
cooperation. 

D. A comprehensive prog- 
ramme to build Palestinian in- 
stitutions of civil society should 
be laundied as soon as possi- 
ble. 'While participation of 
American and European non- 
govemmeDtal orgai^tions is 
essential, the establishment of 
a national Palestinian founda- 
tion is impeiutive to sustaining 
^efforts in this regard. Foreign 
'organisations and experts, 
while having valuable know- 
ledge to ^are. generally la^ 
the power and credibility to 
influence decisions, particular- 
ly at the local level. The prop- 
osed foundation is need^ to 
promote democracy, foster 
peace and regional coopera- 
tion, and fund human and 
community development prog- 
rammes and research projects. 
It should also provide institu- 
tional and financial support to 
young entrepreneurs, small 
business ente^rises and prom-* 
ising sdiolars, artists and in- 
ventors. The fiinds to establish 
nich a foundation and finance 
its many activities should come 
from the Israeli treasury which 

been holding nearly $2 
biilKHi of Palestinian money 
collected from Palestinian 
workers over the last 27 years. 
At tile time when funds were 
being collected, the foraeli gov- 
ernment claimed that the 
money will be kept until the 
future of the territories is de- 
cs^. 

A public opinion survey con- 
ducted in October 1993 in the 
occupied territories revealed 
that over 70 per cent of the 
population favours elections to 
choose the self-rule council. 
Suj^rt for delegating author- 
ify to the PLO to chex^ coun- 
cil members was about 17 per 
cent only. Less than 4.S per 
cent supported a sug^tion 


that the political factions and 
known Palestinian personali- 
ties make up the proposw 
council. However, about » 
per cent said that they intend 
to participate in the el^on 
process, while less than IS per 
«ni said that they will not 
participate. Meanwhile, only 
36 per cent said that they ^ 
pect tiic election process w be 
clean and fair and about 40 per 
cent doubted that it will be 
clean. As for those who expect 
elections to be rig^^, the per- 
centage was over a per cent. 
A new survey conductSsd by the 
same institute a month later, 
revealed tiiat support for elec- 
tions had risen to 75 per cent, 
while support for granting ^ 
PLO authority to appoint 
council mernbeis had dwlined- 
to 15 per cent. A careful re- 
view .of these results would 
condude that: 

a. The majority of the 
Palestinian people are for elec- 
tions but doubt its utility. 

■ b. Popular participation 
could be inoeased with educa- 
tion. 

c. . Internationa guarantees 
for a election are para- 
mount. 

d. Support for foctions and 
known personalities is very 
low. 

e. Trust in PLO democratic 
indination is weak and declin- 
ing. 

The Palestinian Central 
COnndrs discussion of Octo- 
ber showed that PLO 
support for elections is weak 
and tlist the current PLO lead- 
ership mteuds to keep power in 
its own hands. A suggestion to 
hand over authority to the 
proposed self-rule.coundl after 
its elections was rejected and 
instead it was decided to add 
elected members to those of 
the Palestine National Coundl 
which the PLO controls and 
does not even intend fo con- 
vene soon. 

Since peace is the ultimate 
guarantor of security, all 
efforts must be made to make 
this agreement a gate to true 
peace. And since no peace 
could, be lasting and mutually 
beneficial urithout economic 
deveIo|Mnent, democracy, re-’ 
gional cooperation and mutual 
recognition of political rights, 
all parties should share the 
responsibility for instituting 
democracy, ensuring Israeli 
withdrawal from the occupied 
Arab land, and creating 
frameworks for bilateral and 
multilateral cot^Kration. The 
U.S., having initiated and 
sponsored this process must, 
ensure its completion. Concep- 
tualisifig ftaoieworks and in- 
itiating processes alone is not 
enough. The need today is for 
involvement in creating 
mechanisms for implementa- 
tion, utilising all human and 
finandai resources at hand and 
pursuing re^onal peace with 
courage. , 

Since 1973 1 argued that no 
Arab war against Israel will be 
seriously contemplated witii- 
^ consent and active 

purtidpation; and no Arab- 
braeli peace win be estab- 
lished without the consent and 
■active participatioR of the 
Palestinian people. The 
Egy pti mi-Israeh peace treaty 
of 1979 removed the threat of 
serious war, the Israeli- 
Palestinian agreement defines 
the way to achieve real peace. 
Hie mst treaty gave Israel 
peace with Egypt but failed to 
effect normalisation of Arab- 
Israeli relations, allowing 
Israel to continue waging war 
egainst the Palestin ian people, 
Lebanon and other Arab 
^tes. The new agreement 
should not be made to give 
Israel normalisation without 
giving the rest of the Arabs 
real peace. 

Calls te .end the Arab 
boyoott of Israel are calk for 
nonnalisation that ignore Arab 
^tical sensitivities and needs 
for peace. No rational person 
ra the Arab World wants the 
btfycott to continue, all leaden 
and businessmen in particular 
^not wait for its tonnination. 
Yet all of them fear normalisa- 
tion without peace because of 
potential for undermining 
the Arab bargaining position 
and strengthening that of Arab 
rejectionism and Islamic radi- 
calism. A more realistic 
approach to peace is one that 
makes normalisation a compo- 
nent of peace, not a condition 
for It and makes the ending of 
Israeli occupation of Arab land 
a prerequisite for normalisa- 
tion, not only a possible con- 
aaquenoe of its realisation. 
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Sales tax 
needed for 
economic 
programme 

By Dr. Fahed Fanek 

As expected, the leaders of 
the private sector did not 
waste much time before com- 
ing strongly against the draft 
law of sales tax. trying to kill 
it. The controversy hiw to be 
resolved one way or another 
within two months. 

It is not productive for the 
Ministry of Finance to engage 
the private sector activists in 
3 lengthy consultation over 
the sales tax. Such consulta- 
tions will go nowhere. The 
previous government did just 
that. It led the largest and 
niost extensive discussions in 
the history of Jordanian taxa- 
tion laws. It also made unli- 
mit^ concessions to please 
the traders and industrialists, 
to the extent of changing the . 

I nature of the law. yet the 
-private sector did-not give its 
i consent, and probably wU] 
never do. 

The present government 
should not repeat the same 
experiment, which the pre- 
vious government went 
through in vain. The approv- 
al by the private sector of the 
sales tax or. for that matter, 
any tax, is a hopeless case. 
The private sector did not yet 
approve the consumption tax 
which the sales tax will re- 
place. Businessmen have 
their reservations on the in- 
come tax. This is normal and 
underatandable because the* 
tax, as its very name suggesB. 
is not pleasant, if taxes were 
left to the free will of the 
taxpayers, no taxes uill be 
paid. 

Hopefully, the priority of 
the government is its con- 
tinued existence and the 
proper financing of its func- 
tions. It has no alternative 
but to impose taxes on those 
who can afford to pay. If is 
not necessary to obtain the 
consent of each and every 
category of tax payers. 

The principle which should 
be observed in this respect is 
that of “no taxation without 
representation." *The repre- 
sentation of the overail in- 
terest of the people is vested 
in the Parliament, not in the 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Chamber of Industry which* 
are. by definition, special in- 
terest groups, having the 
right to function as lobbies 
but not to claim reptenting 
the public interest at luge. 
The government definitdy 
needs the approval of the 
deputies but not the approval 
of traders and industrialists. 

We should not forget at - 
this juncture, that the sales 
tax is not a new tax; it is 
merely a reform arid up- 
grading of a present tax: ^ 
consumption tax. The con- 
sumer, not the traders or 
industrialists, will be the final 
payer of tiie tax. Therefore, 
the strong objections of those 
two groups, ostensibly on be- 
half of the limited-incoffle 
groups of citizens, are not 
more than putting obstacles 
against the implementuitm . 
of the government financial 
sdiemes. . - 

As far as the overall tax 
burden or level of prices, ^ 
transition from consumption 
tax to sales tax will not cause 
an uph^val. The proceeds 
which will accrue to the treas- 
ury will be substantially the 
same and the economic im- 
pact will be almost neutral. 
The new budget estimate 
the proceeds of sales tax in 
1994 to be only 7 per cent 
above the proceeds of con- 
sumption tax in 1993. a mo^ 
erate increase chat can be 
achieved tiirou^ the normal 
Srowtb of the economy and 
the moderate rise in the 
prices of products. 

However.'we should not 
Ignore the following three 
crucial facts: first that the 
sales tax is an integral part of 
the economic adjustment 
programme agreed upon with 
the International Monetary ' 
Fund (IMF), second that . 
' sales tax laws are in force in . 
85 countries of the world and 
third that the last deadline for 
its adaptation is February 
1^. The law should not 
therefore be evaluated solely 
on its own merits and urgen- 
cy, but also on whether we 
want to keep the programme 
aiiTO or risk its cancellation . 
wth all the consequences 
which will follow and their 
impact on the economic, 
pnancia] and monetary secQf^ 
ity of Che country. 

'Those who raise their 
W!C« against the sales tax 
taw should be made responsi- 
ble for the inevitable results 
of the failure to get it 
The private sector • 
^1 be the first casuality if the 
taw, and consequently the 
^j^ment, were kilM and 
■ Jordan^ plunged into econo* ' 
mic crisis. 


a 


'matures 




JORDAN TIMES. MONDAY. DECEMBER 27, 199J 5 


ICGPR’s provisions Crown Prince rejects talk of Jordanian- Palestinian ‘rift’ 




rCCPR’s provisions 
pri)^?'^i(Could benefit Palestinians 

n, ^H]l| By AValeed Sadi 

' ■ ■v Israel's belated ratification of the International Covenant on 

:t, • Gvil and PoHtiral Rights (ICCPR) went by unnoticed not only 
• - . . “ *■ v\- by the Palestinians and other Arab countries but also by the 
• ■ Israelis themselves. It to«)k the Israeli establishment more 

than fifteen years to come around to becoming a Slate party to 
■ diecovenant. even though its coming to force in 1977 was the 

‘ haMmark of the western civilisation with which the Israeli 

“ •! people often associate themselves. 

: ‘ After all, the various Israeli governments have always 

prided themselves with being pan of the democratic world and 
. ‘ often boasmd that their state is the only democracy in a sea of 

t'i, darkiiess and dictatorship! 

‘ ‘ ^ ' So why did Israel take so much rime to become an integral 

part of die dub where it always claimed membership? What is 
‘ worse. *by has Israel kept its ratification of the ICCPR such a 

wcUrguarded secret that even its own people, including high 
■ offidals, did not know about? And when it was adopted, the 

, decirion to do so was done quietly and discretely. 

The reason or reasons why Israel had put off the inevitable 
.w : ratification of the covenant are plentiftil and can be found in its 

policies, practices and legislations. That Israel laws are 
- discriminatory on the basis of reli^on and ethnic origin is 

" something well documented and teadily conceded by the 

. ' I , ' concerned Israeli authorities. The ''Right of Return” law, to 
' . .. . ; 'V i dte just one example, gives Jews from any comer of the world 
■ . ...P-v,- a privileged status as far as immigration and citizenship rights 

- ' ‘ are concerned over all others, including the indigenous people 
of Palestine. This classic example of discrimination runs 
' counter to the most basic norms of the IC^R and could be 

K- , .. ... ’'‘^-- 3 ;'. struck down as illegal in its basis. 
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Human Rights File 

As for the Arab Israelis, the list of discriminations against 
them must be a mile long. We cannot begin to chronicle the 
situatioiis where the non-Jewish citizens of Israel are not 
treated ^ual to the Jewish people. Employment, access to 
civil service, military service, economic opportunities, etc., are 
ail but few examples where Israeli Jews are accord^ a 
superior status. Yet, this is only one side of the coin. 

The Palestinian people under occupation in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip could have gained a lot from the Israeli treaty 
obligations under the ICCPR, had they known of the fact and 
appreciated its implications. It so happens that when a state 
be^mes a state party to the covenant, it is bound to adopt 
policies and measures, both legislative and administrative that 
are necessary in order to comply with the terms and provisions 
of that convention not only vis-a-vis its own people but also as 
fax as any territory that it controls. In order for Israel to be 
true to its treaty obligation under the covenant, it must accord 
the Palestinian people under its control the full benefits of the 
treaty pravisioas. First and foremost. Israel is treaty-obligated 
to accord the Palestinian the right to self-determination. 
Ironically, the PLO has neglected to invoke this treaty in its 
negotiations with Israel for peace in the area. 

At a time when the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 and 
the relevant U.N. resolutions are continuously invoked to 
bolster the Palestinian demands for liberty and independence,. 
the ICCPR does not appear to figure at all in this endeavour. 
What is most unfortunate about &is grave omission is the fact . 
that die ICCPR'co^d be even rnpre and;effectiv% for , 
securing for the Palestinians thhirinkfienSble ngh'ul especially'''' 
the of self-determination which is admittedly the core 
all limits when it' comes to peoples lacking freedom and 
indqieadence. 

Ike first order for business as far as the Palestinians are 
concer ned i s to acquaint themselves with the legal principles of 
the ICCPR and ftien document where Israel is in violation ^ 
these tegally binding guidelines. This applies to Palestinians in 
the oocupi^ territories as well as to the Palestinians who 
acquired the Israeli dtizenship. 


Jerusalem in draft law 


^ (Continiied from 1) 

>.'b .-k 

' lAF deputy Ahmad Kassasbeh 
said that the West Bank, in- 
1 cluding-Jerusalem, is still part 
.i.. ! • of the Kingdom and the ded- 
- don to sever ties is "unconsti- 
■ ■ -k- tutional.” 

.. “The sovereignty over Jeru- 
Salem is Arab and Hashe- 
■ . ' mite," Deputy Abdul Karim 

Kab^ti said, agreeing with 
■ the. viewpoint of the Islamists 
' ' ' law ^lould retain the 

mention of a court of appeal in 
• Jerusalem. 

Rapporteur of the Judidary 
' Committee Abdul Karim A1 
Dughmi disagreed with the 
• . - proposal, renunding deputit 

of the changes that have 
i'll* ' ' occuKd dnee Jordan cut ties 
.i. : ‘“^with the West. Bank in 1988. 

“We were elected under a 
law that' cancelled parliamen- 
tary seats allocated for the 
N.k'*' Bank," he sdd. 

Deputy Samir Habashneh 
' pointed (Nit that Israel does not 

' ' . , recognise Jerusalem as part of 

the West Bank and “a Jorda- 
. nian withdrawal from it would 

lead to a vaocum." 

' He smd that the Jordanian 

' ' ‘ '.,w ' leadership differentiates be- 
tween the dtuarion of Jeru- 
. . Salem and that of the rest of 

' .„-ii ' the oociqiied territories on the 
grounds that Jerusalem is a 
' Muslim Aiah issue. 

. . • “"..I The president of the Judici- 

.iiiN" ^ Committee, Abdul Baqi 
' * Vr'-'^JamiTO, indicated that the 
. - Palestine Liberation Organisa- 

•.!» tion(PLO)woBld object to the 

of Jerusalem in a 

- •''"..y Jordanian law and reminded 
\ :r . : ' • • j'- deputies that the Kingdom was 

• ' by the PLO and Arab 

countries to Bve up its repre- 

- V'‘ s^ntatioD of & Palestinians in 

1974. 

^ ’’ n'.V J*®o*o s^ Jordan dis- 

engaged fepm the West Bank 
» ■■"'"'u/ the Pah^tiians who 

request^ it-to'do so, 

' Dospite thi lengthy debate 
" '. i-' \'y 9® the issue^earoflg majority 
of the House voted in favour of 
proposal before the 
' *■' .0 "Ouse the law in its 

• T ; ''•' V o*hcmise 

Minister- -sbf justice Taher 

• ■ SMCT-ftte goveniinetit 

'■'!.'-’^'®®P^®P*[bigaDewIawonlhe 
\ esteblishnieiit of the courts of 
A appeals and -noted that it is 
>A“ ' ' constitutionally required to 
;“•! • V- Prosent .Pnifiainent with the 


draft law. He did not say when 
the new law would be finished. 

Tke House also approved a 
draft law for the pension of 
military officers and referred 
to its Judidary Committee a 
proposal for drafting new in- 
ternal regulation of the House. 

The dearth of legal experts 
in the House was manifested 
Sunday as deputies kept going 
backward to items that they 
had already approved after leg- 
al and constitutional points 

were raised. Only four of the 
80 deputies have legal training. 

The deputies will hold their 
next meeting Wednesday when 
they will have “a general dis- 
cussion” vrith the governpient 
on the peace process. It is not 
yet clear aiietber the session 
will be open or secret. 


(.CoDtmued from 1) 

met. that we do not believe in the 
projects that make the ridi ricber 
and the poor poorer. We believe in 
the content that ^cuifies and hon- 
ours the human content. Without 
honouring human beings there will 
be no peace and no stability in the 
Middle East. 

“Concerning national rights, 
wheo we talk about borders, we in 
tte Hadiemite Kingdom of Jordan 
view that ste{N)ed up efforts should 
be exerted to solve border issues in 
the north and the south. 

“I tMnk the form cd Arab meet- 
ings with the American leadership 
recently was serving the prsvailing 
impression in the regjon that these 
dedared an<l televised mi^fi"gB 
serve only the image of absent 
coordination. In the future when 
we look at the picture of tte 
Washington or (jeneva meetings 
we will ask. as iobabitants of this 
region and as people suffering 
from oceupanon and shouldering 
the burdens of ail sentimental sio- 
^ns calling for a solution, ques- 
tions about the ta^ble dimen- 
sions, the moral dimensicMi, the 
cultural dimension and the reli- 
gioQs dimentiOQ. I do not think 
that a Jordan-American summit ot 
a Syrian-American summit will 
take the Arab citizea away from 
si^ questions. On the contrary, it 
will add a new question, 'will all 
these meetings serve the eati^ of 
peace?' 

“When we look at Jordantan- 
S 3 rrian coordination and when we 
look at the Arab countries neigh- 
bouring Israel and the oontimied 
meeti^ and when we look at the 
American will to talk with the 
par^ I think we see the U.S. 
realises that a compr e benave odot- 
dination among the Arab parties is 
an essential element to avoid the 
idea of having a Jordanian choice, 
a Syrian dx&e or a Pdestinian 
choice. The only choice is a com- 
INehensive peace and I believe that 
these meetings fall wltiun this con- 
text.” 

“Jordan is a host of three waves 
of refugees — displaced fwrsons, 
e;^lees and stateless pec^. We 
might say that 31 per cent of the 
total number of the Palestinian 
people live in Jordan, compared to 
43 per cent living in h^orical 
Palestine. When we talk about 
immigration and the Middle 
regioa we talk about the respsonsi- 
bilities of all of the region's states, 
whether they are bordering Israel 
or not. We talk about Egypt. Iraq, 
Sudan and Yemen. We talk abwt 
countries that have a main role in 
hosting large numbers of refugees 
and di^laccd persons. The Elu- 
tion is on the Palestinian. .soil. 
There is the solution and It lies in 
practising the right of re^triaiion 
of 'return. T-'think the important 
thing here is UMifinember that' the 
steps towards a comprehensive 
solution always ramind us that the 
story of Jordan and Inline today 
is not the issue. The issue today is 
bow to discuss the issue of the ri^t 
to return or be repatriated and 
solving the problem of Palestinians 
wherever they are in an acceptable 
way that gives it its civil, coonomic 
and sodal rights in a fair manner in 
the Middle East region.’’ 

The Gown Prince was asked: 
After the signing of the Israeli- 
Palestinlan agreement in Septem- 
ber in Washington there was some 
confusion on the Jordanian arena 
and there was some talk about 
’who is Jordanian’ and tbe return 
of citizens of Palestinian oran to 
tbeir country. These was reflected 
in a dear manner on the economic 
situation. Tbe question is ‘are 
there any definite ionbnian proce- 
dures that you will take in this 
regard? 

Tbe Crown Prince replied: “I 
think this question is lomd and 
when I say ioaclcd this means there 
are two elements in your question. 
The first part asks about the Jorda- 
nian and Paiestinan identity. This 
question in Jordan might be made 
by the i magina tion of tbose wbo 
i^k that there is a rift, God 
forbid, in tbe fabrics of this sodeq^. 

“We believe in the national uni- 
ty in wcHds and deeds. We also at 
^ same time believe in pluraltsm 
and reflect for other views and 
devoting beloogiiig through dearly 
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defining 'identity' at the Islamic, 
regional level and naturally 
through discusring bow is Jor^ 
nian? I wonder ai those asking 
about tbe third and fourth granct 
father's birthplace and how we talk 
about a Gr^ Arab Revolt tn 
Jordan and talk about renaissance 
movements. 

“It is really unreasonable that 
the Kingdom’s founder AbdoU^. 
may Gm’s mercy be upon him, 
who reodved the TefugeM in 19tt 
that bis grandsons. God foriiid, 
to... His Majesty always stresses 
national uni^ between dtizens re- 
gardless of their origins; it is irra- 


tional that we contradict ourselves 
and tbe historical message, while 
our history says that we gnhanpe 
this ideotity in words and deeds 
comNned...” 

On a question on a future 
Jordanian-Palesdiuan confedera- 
tion, the Crown Prince said: 

“Confederation with whom? 
When Jordan's propo^ on the 
form of tbe Jorouiian-Palestinian 
relationship in 1972 was presented 
it was not accepted by our Ar^ 
brethren and tb^ refused to look 
at the details of this proposal. 

“Tbe Israeli side also may be in 
1972 was thinking that Jonlanian 
touches were still tangible in tte 
occupied territories and maybe was 
comfortable with ruling out the 
idea of confederation in 1972 and 
in 1974 that was a stand supportiiu 
an independent Palestinian identi- 
ty and backing the PLO as the sole 
legitimate representative of tte 
Palestinian people. An in 19^ 
there was Jordan’s dedrion to sev- 
er its legal and administrative ties 
with the West Bank. 

“I would like to ask about tbe 
issue of shifting ftom the pract^ 
role in supporting the Palestinian 
identity in trade and education 
ft'om Jordanian to Paiestinian 
sovereignty, by God's wiU... and I 
wonder about the way to complete 
these stages and about confedera- 
tioa... But it is imp^Ue to talk 
about structural rebtionslup unless 
we develop the practical rela- 
tionship from the base to the top.” 

Askra whether there was a cool- 
ness in Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 



tions, nidi reference that the re- 
cent visit paid by Yasser Arafat did 
not produce positive results at the 
level of developing the work of die 
joint committees or signing the 
economic cooperation agreement, 
the Crown Pnnee said: 

“We cannot judge this rela- 
tionship by using such vocabulary 
and it is enough to say that tbe 
Palestinian ride is natural^ bur- 
dened by heavy internatiow re- 
sponsibilities, keeping in touch 
with various governments in this 
wodd to outline tbe signs of prog- 
ress and lesponribilities in formu- 
lating a concept of Palestinian 
administration with its varioos 


“So we wait and expect a posi- 
tive answer on transferring the 
committees that were formM be- 
tween the Jordanians and the 
Palestiraans to a new monumeot of 
agreeiiig on several issues regard- 
ing the commeidai reiationship. 

“I like to emphasise that open- 
ing the brandies of Jordanian 
bwks have nothing to do with the 
talks of tbe past few months. There 
was a Patestmian request in 1986 to 
<^>ea branches of Jordanian banks 
in tbe occupied territories and that 
is under study now. But my main 
question is tto if we continued In 
reality not to coordinate stands in 
tbe quantity and quali^ as re- 
quired by the Jordanian and the 
Arab vision neighbouring occupied 
PalesiiDe... and wbo will win tbe 
round.. .?“ 

On pcNsibte re^onal econouuc 
ccK^ratton, ind^ng Israei, be 
said: 

“I believe that tbe political 
framework is the main ssue in 
eveiydung as I have in 

many occasions before. We do not 
beUm in projects Uiat make the 
rich ridier and tbe po(N poorer. We 
believe in the political, legal 
fnunework that respects the coun- 
tries' national soverdgnty and that 
these countries practise their 
sovereignly in all fields. But when 
we talk ri>out the re^on's dear 
market, allow me u> remind yon to 
the Arab boycott of Israei as an 
example because there should be a 
substitute. We really do not want 


to have voices rising in this world 
calling for ending the boycon with- 
in the framework of removing the 
unfriendly phrases about Israel in 
the United Nations' resiriutions. It 
is inevitable to renund you that 
Greece, Spain and Portugal were 
countries tiui joined the European 
agreement on tariffs and have been 
receiving huge finandal incentives. 
So it was not difficult for them to 
join that agreement. 

“I tdk about Israel's entering 
tbe r^ion's market in stages over 
years through a full nndeistandiiQ 
of the great existing gaps and the 
need to contain and address them 
in a dear way that would not leave 
the Arab dteen with the impress- 
ion that the economy tbe or 
$60 billion is invading and domi- 
nating. We natur^ do not seek 
an economic sohition to economic 
pnfoleiD S but seek a potitkal and 
legal framework and we look for 
the means to develop this region as 
the other regions of the world." 

On tbe West's perception of 
blam. the Crown ninee said: 

“As a Hasbemite, I cannot but 
belOBg to Islam as a dopna and a 
faith. When we talk abmt Islamic 
radicalism I believe we are wrong 
when we accept such vocabulary. 
In defenifing the Image of Muslhns 
in the world I think I am extremist. 
I address the world as I did in the 
United Nations, in my defence of 
the image of Islam as we know aitd 
as we live in tbe Islamic Nation. 
But allow me to mention the 
reason of extr e mi s m and focus on 
the poiides of despair and the 
economies of despair. In particu- 
lar, I remember when we were 
demanding tbe establlishment of 
an international alms fund....” 

On possibilities <A better Arab 
relations and the UAE’s call for 
Arab reoondliaiion, the Crown 
Prince said: 

“Naturally we received ibis call 
with hill appreciation and admira- 
tion, and we admire statements by 
Sheikh Zayed and some UAE offi- 
cials wbo made us feel the certain 
desire to mend fences. 1 can talk 
about my interest in tbe Arab 
Thought Forum and the call lo 
having understanding between us 


before having to reach agree- 
ment...” 

The Crown Prince, in an inler- 
view pubfbhed Sunday, describe 
an Om. 1 meeting in Washingion 
with Israeli Fordin Minisier 
flion Peres as a painful and bitter 
momenL 

In an interview with Beirut’s AI 
Safir daily. Prince Hassan said the 
Gulf crisis sparked by tbe Aug. 
2.1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
YoA split the Arab World and 
encouraged others to make de- 
mands on Arabs. 

“My feeling rriten I met with 
Peres was amOar to diat of a 
fteoJorn fighter who was going to a 
deadly operation,’' he told AI 
Safir. “I was the cotturundo «4io 
vttiunteered for the operation and 
Jell that I was genng to that meeting 
‘under a summons.” 

“It was a painful and Inner 


moment, and I felt sorry for tbe 
wbtde Anti) Nation. We were net 
in excelleni shape before the Gulf 
crisis, but we have fallen to tbe 
bottom now,” he said in interview. 

Prince Hassan stressed the bn- 
poitanoe of aehieving a just and 
oomprehensive peace in die r^km 
and said it will be (tifficult to 
adiieve peace without involvnig 
Iran and Iraq. 

Prince Ifasm said if extremism 
and terrorism were to be coo- 
tained, then it was a must that aU 
people in this le^ou riMmld fad 
secure and enjoy peace. 

Jordan’s relamtiis whh Syria, 
Prince Hassan said, were unique 
and that the Irnderships of die two 
countries have the mydi 

of “Jordanian and Syrian optkms." 

He noted that oontacli and con- 
sultadofis with President Hafez AI 
Assad were eontinttiitg. 


Hamas offers conditional truce 


(Continued from pi^ 1) 

side will respond, the armed 
side from the Palestinian side 
will stop all the manifesta- 
tions,’’ he said. 

Israeli ChlefrOf-Staff Ehud 
Barak was quoted by the 
Israeli daily Maariv on Sunday 
as saying Hamas' proposal was 
not serious. 

Hamas has stepped up 
attacks on Israeli targets since 
the Israel-PLO agreement was 
signed in Wadiington. 

Also Sunday, an (sraeli- 
Arab legislator urged Israel to 
release Hamas* jailed spiritual 
leader .Ahmad Vassin, saying 
this could further mollify 
Hamas' opposition to the 
peace talks. 

“When this man is released, 
there may be someone in the 
field you can negotiate with," 
‘Taleb AI Sana of the Arab 
Democratic Party told Israel 
Radio. He reportedly met 
Sheikh Y'assin over the 


weekend in the Ramie prison 
ho^tal. 

Sheikh Yassin, 58, in frail 
health and confined to a wheel- 
diair, is serving a life term for 
ordering killings of Israeli sol- 
diers ai^ Arab informers dur- 
ing the Palestinian uprising. 

The Jerusalem-based 
Palestinian daily AI Nahar re- 
ported that Israei bad offimd 
to free Sheikh Yassin in ex- 
change for a cease-fire with 
Hamas. Hamas refused the 
offer, the newspaper said. 

Soldiers, meanwhile pre- 
vented abtmt 25 Israeli mili- 
tants of the anti-Arab Kach 
movement from enteiii^ Gaza 
City where they had chal- 
lenged Hamas to a street bat- 
tle, Israeli reports said. 

^me repomdiy got into a 
fist fight at tiw &ez crossing 
into Gaza with Israeli peace 
crusader Abie Nathan, wbo 
encountered them while leav- 
ing Gaza after meeting Hamas 
activists. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
VOCATIONAL AND ACADEMIC STAFF 

IN THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

(' » 

EGgher CoUeges of l^hnolog^ invite applications from administrators, instructont and 
technicians with experience of skills training in a variety of vocational and educational fields. 

These opportunities arise from a new initiaave by the Higher Colleges to provide local students 
with entry level employment skills in a range of paraprofessional occupations and trades. Programs 
will be of two or three years' duration and will emphasize practical hands-on skills and related training 
in English, Arabic, Mathematics and Computer Skills. 

Candidates must have appropriate academic, professional or vocational qualifications together 
with at least three years' experience as a teacher, technician or administrator in vocational programs at 
the post-secondary or senior high school level. Candidates should also have: 

• Related employment experience in business, industiy or the public sen'ices 

• Familiarity with the development of cuiriculum. learning materials and competency based 
student assessment 

• Experience of teaching students for whom English is a second language* 

BiUngua] skills in English and Arabic and overseas experience would also be an advantage. 

Openings are available in the following areas: 

Enabling Skills 

• English as a Second Language • Arabic • Mathematics • Computing • Basic Job Skills. 

Vocational Skills 

• Office Skills: Wrd Processing. Data Base. Spread Sheei. Sales. Clerical 

• Agriculture and Horticulture • Applied Sciences • Travel. Tourism, Hospitality 

• Communication Aits • Graphic Design 

• Medical Records • Medical Laboratory 

• Construction • Engineering: Aviation, Chemical, Civil, Electricai Electronics, Mechanical 

Student Counselling 

Academic and vocational counselling at all levels, including basic skills programs 

and students with learning disabilities. 

Employment with the Higher Colleges of Technology offers the opportunity to gain significant 
experience in a modern and progressive system. The UAE provides a high standard of living witii 
excellent facilities for work, leisure and fanuly life. The Higher Colleges offer a competitive benefits 
package including: free housing, furniture allowance, 56 days vacation, school fees assistance and 
annual flight tickets. Salary is dependent on qualifications and experience. 

Appointments may also be available for suitable candidates who receive secondment from their 
present employer. 


Applicants must submit: 


•Name 
« Address 

• Phone numbeifs) 

• Age 

• Education 

• Employment 


Experience in this type of 
education and training 
Name, address and phone number 
of three difterent employment referees 
Position(s) you are applying for 
When available 


! l ! I* 


...* JijI «aii - 4-iy-all 


Applications should be faxed and marked with the following code (CD/941/JT) for the attention of 
Janet Grieve, Recruitment Supervisor. If you have already responded to our recent advertisement there 
is no need far a farther application. 


( j !■ I ) '■ o': II ”■* ; 

HIGHER COLLEGES OF TECHNOLOGY 
P. 0. Box 5717, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 
Facsimile: 971 2 345156 
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OECD: Stronger action 
needed to cut Italy’s debt 


‘MILAN (R) — Ualy must take 
-stronger measures to tackle its 
jCoormous debts or risk eroding 
investor confidence in the 
_,country, the Organisation for 
• Economic Cooperation and 
‘Development (OECD) has 
said. 

"Failure to achieve adequate 
jii^l consolidation could... in- 
jcrease market uncertainties 
<4tnd prevent the monetary au- 
-thorities from easing domestic 
credit conditions.** the 24- 
'nation forum for industrial 
-countries said in its latest half- 
jyearly report. 

!• sits conclusions echo similar 
■findings by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), which 
icecently said that Italy had to 
he more rigorous if it wanted 
to maintain its fight against its 


financial problems. 

The OECD predicted that 
public debt would rise to u 
record level above i lU per cent 
of gross domestic product 
(GDP) — the size of the eco- 
nomy — this year and added 
that it was set to climb even 
further in 1994. 

However after years of rising 
deficits, the budget shortfall in 
1993 is expected to be down on 
last year's 163 trillion lire ($96 
billion), meeting the' govern- 
ment's target of just over ISO 
trillion (&8 billion), about 
nine per cent of GDP. 

Prime Minister Carlo Azegli 
Ciampi is looking to shave a 
further 31 trillion lire ($18 bil- 
lion) off the deficit next year 
but the OECD said there was a 
good case for moving faster. 


•The risks... of not doing so 
n terms of future tax burdens 
ind loss of financial market 
.'onfidence very likely out- 
weigh the risks to activity of 
taking decisive action in cycli- 
cally weak conditions.” it said. 

The Paris-based organisa- 
tion said the Italian economy 
was on course for a slow recov- 
ery. with unemployment still 
rising but inflation dipping. 

“Against the background of 
continued fiscal tightening and 
monetary relaxation, economic 
growth is projected to recover 
only gradually, staying well be- 
low potential in IW, follow- 
ing a small decline in 1993." it 
said. 

*The government expects flat 
output this year followed by 
growth of 1.6 per cent in 1994. 


ATHENS (R) — Greece's new 
Socialist government easily 
a parliamentary vote on a 
tough 1994 budget, which aims 
to cut chronic deficits by boost- 
ing development. 

' The Socialists, who have 170 
deputies in the 300^at parlia- 
n^t, easily won the vote with 
168 deputies voting for and 129 
agmnst. 

. Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou. speaking in par- 
liament ah^ of the vote, 
said the need to tidy up the 
economy prevailed over the 


need for social programmes. 

“We did not have a choice, 
the need for economic recov- 
ery and development was grea- 
ter,” he told parliament. 

'Tlie budget shows a primary 
surplus of 421 billion dradimas 
($1.7 billion) in 1994 or 2.3 per 
cent of the gross national pro- 
duct (GNP). It sees GNPgrowdi 
at 1.5 per cent in 1994 from 0.2 
in 1993 and inflation at about 
1 1 per cent annually by the end 
of next year. 

While revenues are in- 
CTeas^ by 23 per cent to 7.2 


trillion drachmas ($30 billion), 
spending is only up by 17 per 
cent at 9.8 trillion ($40 billion). 

National Economy Minister 
George Yennimatas told par- 
liament his budget reflected 
the need to be rid of huge 
debts by boosting development 
and competitiveness and fight- 
ing tax evasion. 

During the five-day debate 
opposition parties criticised the 
government’s budget targets as 
unrealistic and its methods of 
fighting tax evasion as ineffec- 
tive. 
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Analysts cautious for 1994 

London stocks at record high 


in ’93 


Greek Socialists win budget vote 


LONDON (AFP) — An 
nomic rccovciy, a cut in in- 
terest rates and slowing infla- 
tion pushed the London Stock 
^change to a record high in 
1993 with the FTSE 100 share 
index up 18 per cent on the 
year, making analysts cautious- 
ly optimistic for 1994. 

The FTSE 100, measuring 
the performance of the 100 
largest diares on the exchange, 
gained just over 500 points 
from its close in 1992 and 
finished the year at around 
3,400 points. . 

The index closed for Chnst- 
mas at 3,412.3 points and was 
to reopen for three days’ trad- 
ing ffom Wednesday Dec. 29. 

The rise in shares came de- 
spite a series of setbacks as 
figures showed that, though 
recovery was underway, it re- 
mained patchy. 

Since the pound left the 
European Monetary System 
(EMS) in September 1992, the 
H^E 100 has gained more 
than 1,000 points, up 45 per 
cent in little more than a year. 


noted analysts at Societe 
Generale Strauss Turnbull — 
the first such rise since 50 per 
cent increases in share values 
in 1968. 1972 and 19S7. 

••At present.” they said, 
"the market expects further 
gains in 1994. while interest 
rates and inflation remain at a 
low level. Che pound is strong 
and recovery continues.” 

But. in the second half of the 
year,” “it’s going to be har- 
der.” 

Tlie London share market is 
“heavily dependent on positive 
news on the international 
level.” they said, suggesting 
that the market needs a Euro- 
pean recovery and a continua- 
tion of recovery in the United 
States if it is to rise funher. 

Though it is possible tc see 
the FTSE above 3,600 points 
before the end of 1994, one 
should remember that the rises 
in 1968. 1972 and 1987 were all 
followed by a correction of at 
least 40 per cent in the two 
following years, they said. 

Brokerage house Lazard In- 


vestors said “1994 could be 
unusually difficult” for inves- 
tors. 

"it is difficult to see how the 
British economy could rise 
strongly next year when the 
recovery was so modest in 1993 
while favourable factors should 
have helped it along," it 
added. 

Merrill Lynch, for its part, 
predicts a correction of be- 
tween eight and nine per cent 
at the start of the year, fol- 
lowed by “a recovery, prob- 
ably not as dynamic as 1993. 

The OECD forecasts 2.9 per 
cent growth in Britain's gross 
domestic product in 1994, after 
a rise of two per cent' in 1993 
and a f^l of 0.6 per cent in 
1992. Inflation should rise to 
three per cent next year from 
two per cent this year. 

Interest rates, which started 
the war at seven per cent, 
should fall to four or five per 
cent from the present 5.5 per 
cent, they said. 

Among the main events of 
the past year, the widening of 


the EMS trading bands on 
Aug. 2 was warmly greeted by 
dealers in London, predicting 
the wave of interest rates that 
was, indeed, to follow in 
Europe. 

The strongest perfonners on 
the e.xchan^^ were in aero- 
nautical engineering, building 
and merchant banking, the 
first two being “saved" from 
apparent demise by the cut in 
British and continental in- 
terest rates, the taner rescued 
by a recovery in business activ- 
ity. 

The year was not good td 
everyone, however, and super- 
markets. pharmaceuticals, 
breweries and distillers lost 
ground on the rising market. 

Television groups rose 
strongly at the end of the year 
after the government relaxed 
takeover rules for the media 
sector. 

Gilts were boosted by the 
cuts in interest rates, while 
mining interests were boosted 
by a rise in the price of gold. 


Worries remain 

China’s economy roared in 


1993 


BEUING (Agendes) — The 
Chinese economic dragon 
roa^ to life this year, but in 
1994 it could still consumed 
by its own flames. 

A second consecutive year 
of 13 per cent economic growth 
made China a star Miile the 
rest of the world continaed to 
wallow in the aftermath of 
recession. 

It excited a frenzy among 
foreign investors eager to mb 
a share of a market of $1.2 
Mlion potential consumers. 

It gave China’s people more 
of a choice than ever bad 
before over what ^ey could 
buy, how they could play and, 
most importantly, wtere they 
could w^. 

But that same growth 
broo^t China its worst infla- 
tion in four years, rising to 
over 21 per cent annually in 
cities, and set off a rapacious 
rouAd of official- oormption 
and greed that iofonated 
ordinary people. 

It accelerated potentially 
grave gaps in wealth between 
booming cosstal areas and the 
stagnant interior, and between 
entrqnencuriaJ city dwellers 
and the country’s 800 million 
peasants. 

Onunously for the Cbmmun- 
ist Party that came to power on 
tire ba^ of a peasant move- 
ment, nimbUngs of farmer un- 
haf^iness even burst into fiill- 
flet^ed riots in several places. 

The powth excited irnports 
to such an extent that China 
ran its first trade deficit in four 
years. 

Amidst this ferments Beijing 
pled^ to embark on its most 
amUtious economic reforms 
yet^ a seocmd Qiinese revolu- 
tion that — if successful — 
would remove nearly all of the 
old oommunist tramxngs ffom 
what is now called ^ “sodal- 
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ist market economy.” 

The plan is to kick commun- 
ist bureaucrats out of the boar- 
drooms, throw as many of the 
lumbering state enterprises 
onto the merdes of the market 
as possible and reform antiqu- 
ated tax and foreign-exchange 
systems. 

China's leaders know that 
continued 13 per cent growth is 
unsustainable economically. 
Because of all the ineffidendes 
and bottlenecks in the system, 
high growth can only set off 
potentially destabilising infla- 
tion. 

But they also believe that 
slowing down the growth at a 
time v%en China's economy is 
caught in the transition be- 
tween the sodalist and the 
market systems could be politi- 
cally unsustainable, threaten- 


that choice, howe^r, they 
would rule out winning the 
race — they could never catch 
up with the world’s developed 
countries or even the develop- 
ing nations that have fewer 
problems. 

They could keep on running 
pell-mell and take the risk of 
the patient eventually collaps- 
ing in a heap. 

Their third choice is to. see a 
doctor and get treatment. 

What China's leaders seem 
to have done is chosen to 
combine the second and third 
choices — they've asked the 
doctor to cure patient even 
as he continues to spring. 

“The domestic rituation has 
provided a golden and favonr- 
able opportunity and every- 
thing must be done to seize it,” 
President Jiang Zemin said this 
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still depend on the huge 
dinasaur-b'ke state industries 
that are loring money even as 
they provide jobs, housing and 
sodal benefit. 

“CZhina is like a patient who 
has bad a chronic iUness," said 
B. Y. Wong, a director of 
Hong Kong's Sun Hung Kai 
Investment Services Ltd. “In 
the last 15 years (of economic 
reform) it has started to recov- 
'er and nm fast, and it has 
begun to sprint in the last two 
years. Now the ’patient’ has 
found out that if it wants to 
keep on running it really has to ' 
tacUe its problems." 

As China tries to undo more 
tiian four decades of socialist 
economics, its sprinting lead- 
ers have three choices as they 
deal with their “chronic Al- 
ness.” 

They could slow down to 
avoid straining their "pa- 
tient’s” system. By making 


China’s top priority," ‘aid Pre- 
mier Li Peng. 

The prcAilem is that there 
are no dear definitions of what 
either "fast” or “healthy” real- 
ly mean now to the Communist 
Party leaders, who are concen- 
trating on keeping their own 
personal power intact. 

“It’s a very short-time vi- 
sion, even in Beijing," said an 
Asian economist Judies the 
China market. 

Looming over those leaders 
is the question of how long 
China’s economic-reform pat- 
riarch. 89-year-old Deng 
Xiaoping, will remain alive. 

The Deng’s repeatedly 
reported demand for fast 
growth af^)eai:s more impor- 
tant to economic planners than 
any dry but worrying statistics. 

The problem is that in a 
country dianging so rapidly, 
Mr. Deng can hardly be in 
touch with even die most basic 
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• by Henri Arnold ond Hlha Ar^rion 


VOYCE 


WETHA 


YEKTUR 


COZADI 
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Now anange me ended letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 
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facts about the economy. 

When China’s paramount 
leader, who is offitialty retired 
^m all hts l>o^, went on' a 
car tour of Beijing in October, 
his daughter joldn^y asked 
him to pay a toll on ^ high- 
way. 

“How could I have the 
money?" a Beijing-controlled 
newspaper in Hong Kong 
quot^ Mr. Deng as replying. I 
have not held a single cent 
since 1929." 

The OECD has warned Chi- 
na to avoid any “premature" 
easing of the 16-point austerity 
programme adopted by Beijix(g 
last July to cool its overheated 
economy. 


Baku seeks 
changes to 
Western 
oil deal 

MOSCOW (R) — Azerbaijan 

seeking lo change simie of 
the terms of a muki-htlliaD' 
dollar proiccT with Western oU 
giants to dievekip i»ffshore Cas- 
pian ,Sea oilfields, a senior offi- 
cial has said. 

Local journalists quoted 
Khoshbai Yuaf-Z*u1e. vice- 
president of the Azeri state oi} 
company SOCAR. as telling a 
news conference in the capita! 
Baku thut the initial deal with 
Western firms “had some fea- 
tures which did not suit Azer- 
baijan." 

Azeri experts were working 
out alternative propoMils which 
would give a bigger share to 
Ru.ssia's Lukoil Company and 
which would meet Azerbai- 
jan's interests better, Mr. 
Yusif-Zade said. 

Azerbaijan has been nego- 
tiating with n Western consor- 
tium — led by British Pet- 
roleum Co and 'Norway’s Den 
Norske Stats Oljeselskap fiJS 
(Statoil) — to develop the Cas- 
pian Sea oilfields with esti- 
mated resers'es of three billion 
barrels. 

But discussions faced 

two sticking points — the likely 
export route for the Azeri oil 
and the way the arca.s open for 
exploration and exploitation 
should he divided up. 

Azeri officials said (hey be- 
lieved revenue from the de- 
velopment could be bigger if 
the project was divided into 
three parts, rather than two 
parts as .it present. 

Russian Fuel and Energy 
'Minister Yuri Shafranik said 
last month Russia was willing 
to export Azeri oil to the West 
using Russian pipelines, noting 
that this option would be more 
profitable than Western prop- 
osals to build new pipelines. 

He said that Ru.ssia could 
start transporting the .Azeri oil 
as early as 1994, if Azerbaijan 
agreed. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY DECEMBER 27, 1993 

By Thoms S. Pierson. Astrology. C^roO FSghter f^rpation ; 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: It's siderabte amouni of paticiwx or 
Spo4 <tiy to make jdans for ^.can stir up a condition that 
rxoaiidines vour activities, oer- brings intermiuen iroubfe. 


I GENERAL TENDENCIES: It's 
I good to make i^ans for 
expandings your activities, per- 
sonal interests and to gain more 
benefits for all connected with 
any long term pursuit. Avoid one 
vsHho talks but never does. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You have all kinds of interesting 
new ideas for the coming year 
but it is necessary that you not 
only look at the in^iring side but 
also Into practical ways to 
achieve them. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You want to clear your financial 
decks so you are fre of obli^- 
tions so you start the new year on 
a constructive nature but are apt 
to neglect some accounts. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You are ^t to judge a person or 
matter in the outside w^d with- 
out being aware of all the dr- 
cumstances that actu^ly took 
place so investigate. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You are disgruntled with 
the performance of some tasks 
today and that's aiiright so long as 
you take the pains to uncover the 
real reason ror this. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
find yw end expenses are very 
costly in the entertainment sector 
of your life so seek out those you 
can enjoy diat are within your 
means. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber Your home affairs can 
require that you exercise a con- 


UBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Stop, think and then do 
so again before you answer that 
disturbing communication far it 
is best to calm tnmhle waters 
than to stir them up. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Your own ideas 
about a money situation are not 
good and you can depend more ^ 
upon an experieiMsd and well | 
organised fnend for the right 
answers. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You are apt to 
try to work some of those angles 
at which you are so adept but 
unless ih^ are endowed with. 
unuMially good common sense 
you make mistakes. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Now a secret anxiety I 
can you so upset that vou 
make errors where it will t'ake 
iniermineni time in order to 
work them out rightly . 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You are anxious to ! 
be gregarlus and see many^ 
friends and acquaintances but ' 
they have their own precautions 
now so plan to do so later in the 
week. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Mardi 
20) Steer clear of the outside 
world as much as you can today I 
and tonight since those who 
could be helpful to you arc not in ' 
humor to do so. I 
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Answer HowthetratnermactedtothebrokenstoD- 
watch — HE WAS 'TICKED OFP 


ACROSS 
: Burgaona 
SMaa — 

10 Round TaUa 

14 Fr, anriptor 
ISBiaefc 

16 It bordan Laka 
Erla 

17 In accord 

18 Zodiac peopia 

15 Hindu inuaic 
20 Ontario, eA. 

22 DispBitse uvlin 

23 KM or Ians 
24Anilaud 
2$natfonntor 

mewing eaioo 

30 Gelaiv mambw 

31 Raglan 

32 Sundanca Kid's 
girt 

sSQuanO) 

390prMan 

41Quastton 

sZCeBad 

43 Certain pigmem 

44 Sharp 
46BaeeMiieBm 
47RMnetoedw 
49NMaHresoe 
51 Taco enhancer 
63 Roar cower 
S5Ba 
SfiDuUoua 

62 North Sea 
leeder 
630wesa 
64-81I8" 

66 Slate strangh 

66 "Beware 
the 

67 Actreaa Ltoda 

68 Sweat wirw 
OSWren^aci 
TOConanonor 

horuend 

DOWN 
I Snatch 
2New^par 
•action 
Sftagranea 

4 En iw ii ia 

5 Stemutatien 

6 Greeting word 

7 Nautical tarm 


aaaai 

ai 


i:s;i.»R8 

!■■■■ aiaa SSaii 

aaaa aaaS 

aaaaa aaaa 
laaa aaaaaaaaaa 
. laaa aaaa aaBaa 
laaaa aaaS aaSaB 

aaa 


MCkgraRtMNM 

8 MQvaMa eesda 
9^ 

10 indeflnile area 

11 BuByair^ 
lainflmB M t 
13 0eiergent 
81 Mamottclng 

process 

SPadioefc 

fastenar 

27 ^nooMst Pai«r 
28(ncBne 
28Soutcatf 450 
SOPurpoM 

33 Film Scene 

34 Poetic 
mcnegram 

SOEnchange 

premium 

37 Oama of chance 
36 German river 
AOLongutnaa 
4SKhMQini 
waterfront 
4a Ears or punch 
HTAnxiaiy 
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51 BroedslOa 

SZPceaareNh 

SSettyonme 

tCoaal 

g Toftp iain 
55 Spring 


OTChwcneaianaiir 

SSRastoa 

60 Snare 

61 

' being 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
0ecember 20-December 24, 1993) 


AMMAN — The dollar depriciuted against ihe mark and 
sterKng at the end of last week, while appreciating acuinst the 
yen. It depreciated (K93 per cent against the mark and I.17I 
per cent against sterling, while appreciating 0.41 per cent 
a^insi the yen. 

The U.S. unit appreciated against all (ither major currencies 
Monday in quiet trading before ycar*end. Speculation that 
Japan's discount rate may be reduced pompted dollar purch- 
ases against the yen. desp'ite denial by a Bank of Japan official 
who indicated that the discount rate is already low and that 
there is no need for further reduction. 

On the other hand, the dollar faced stiff resistance at 
al 10.80 yen and 1.72 marks during trading hours, which 
caused ii to fall below these levels at the close. 

The dollar's appreciation against the yen continued Tues- 
day. while it depreciated against the mark and sterling. The 
tMlac's appreciation against the yen came in view of continued 
speculation of a cut in Japan's discount rate, in addition to a 
percnved rift in the Japanese coalition government. Furtf^- 
ermpre. comments made by the U.S. Treasury secretary, in 
which he expressed dissatisfaction with Japan's progress 
towards Implementing the U.S.Jupun trade framework added 
to the dollar's appreciation. 

On the other hand, a decrease of 1 .7 per cent in U.S. Retail 
Sales during the first three weeks of December, compared to 
the same period in November, had no affect on the dollar. 

The dollar retreated against other major currencies 
Wednesday. Reports indicated (hat the dollar appreciated 
substantially against the yen during trading hours, due (o 
continued speculation of a near-term Japanese discount rate 
cut. However, new comments by the U.S. Treasury Secretary, 
who expressed concern over Japan's failure to stimulate 
demand and reduce its trade surplus caused the dollar to 
retieat. The dollar's failure to breach resistance at III .70 yen 
added to its decline. 

The dollar continued to retreat against the mark and sterling 
Thursday, while appreciating against the yen. The dollar's 
retreat was attribute to booksquaring before the Christmas 
holiday. On (he other hand, the increase in U.S. auto sales to 
7.4 million cars between the 1 1 th and 20th of December, 
cempar^ to6.S million cars over the same period the previous 
year, had no effto on the dollar. Neither did the University of 
Michigan's Consumer Confidence Index, which indicated an 
increase to 88.2 per cent in December from 81.2 per cent in 
November. . 

! , As the major European and American trading centre closed 
in Christmas Day. the dollar appreciated uguin.st other major 
cuirendes in Tokyo Friday, after the impact of the U.S. 
treasury secretary’s comments Wednesday lost ste^. 

The dollar thus closed at 1.6966 marks and 1 1(1.85 yen. while 
sterling dosed at SI j(H0 at the end of the week. 
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Kuwait trims bad debt 
bond rate to 5.5% 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's 
central bank set a 1993 interest 
rate of 5.5 per cent on bonds 
issued to financial institutions 
as pan of its bad debt settle- 
ment programme, the offidal 
Kuwait News Agency said Sun- 
day. 

Bank Governor Salem 
Abdul Aziz A1 Sabah said the 
State would make a SR million 
dinar ($194 million) saving on 
interest payments after a six 
per cent payout in 1992. the 
agency said. 

The bond rate is crucial for 
the banks' profitability because 
the instruments make up about 
half their assets. 

The central bank sets aiv- 
annual rate for the bonds, 
which it issued to banks and 
investment institutions in 1992 
in return for their portfolios of 
S19 billion in dubious loans. 

‘The central bank governor 
indicated.. .that the burden the 
state will bear for the- bond 


interest fell by 58 million di- 
nars from last year." the agen^ 
cy quoted a bank statement as 
saying. 

•’He expressed relief at set- 
ting the interest at 5.5 per cent 
and he expected this will 
achieve stability in the general 
performance of the banking 
sector compared to last year." 
it said. 

The bonds-for-debt buyout 
was the first stage of a govern- 
ment rescue plan aimed at en- 
ding a problem that has enfe^ 
bled the financial system for 
more than a decade. 

The debts stem partly from 
the 1982 ci^ of a free- 
wheeling informal bourse used 
by all sectors of society and 
partly from commercial losses 
aggravated by Iraq's ' 19^91 
occupation. 

Sheikh Sabah said the rate 
was set “following the guidance 
of the local banks' aveiage cost 
of funds." 


Study sees obstacles in industrial 
development of Arab Gulf states 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
private sector in the Gulf is 
capable of developing local in- 
dustries given its large financial 
resources, but it faces obsta- 
cles. notably from the region's 
governments, a study has said. 

Government incentives in 
the six-nation Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) are no 
longer sufficient, financing .is 
inadequate in some states and 
the -massive gas reserves 
needed for industry have re- 
mained untapped, tiie study by 
the United Gulf ^mpany for 
Industries (UGCI) said. 

“Responsibility for the in- 
dustrial sector’s slow developr 
ment is shouldered by state 
institutions which provide faci- 
lities and incentives for the 
industrial sector," said the 
Study, cited by the United 
Emirates ( UAE) daily A1 


Khaleej. 

"Most of these facilities have 
remained undeveloped for a 
long lime. Even when they 
were developed, it was done 
only in form, not in essence," 
it pointed out. 

The iiCC states — Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain. Oman, 
Qatar. Kuwait and the UAE 

— have undertaken large-scale 
industrialisation to reduce 
their reliance on unstable oil 
earnings, and in view of the 
relatively small potential of 
their tourism and agricultural 
sectors. 

More than ^7 billion have 
been pumped into non-oil in- 
dustries. such as chemicals, 
food, metals, paper, cement 
and garments. 

- Some 4. (XX) factories have 
been set up and the industrial 


sector's share of the gross 
domestic produc; has risen 
steadily' to 10.8 per cent in 
1991, from 7.1 per cent in 1985 
and less than three per cent in 
1975. 

Its added value also grew to 
$14.7 billion in 1991. from 
$11.4 billion in 1985. 

But the bulk of the indus- 
tries, apart from petrochemic- 
als. are not geared toward 
export-oriented products, the 
UGCI said. 

"The private sector’s indust- 
rial investments have concen- 
trated on products targeted at 
reducing imports, particularly 
during the oil boom. With the 
current economic downturn in 
the region, the market has 
reached saturation point, 
which requires a new industrial 
strategy." it said. “There is 


also a need to develop. un- 
associated gas in the region lo 
ensure stable supplies for in- 
dustrial areas, lliis also applies 
to electricily. which is still re- 
latively limited and inadequate 
for industrial growth.” 

The paper also noted prob- 
lems in financing industrial 
projects. 

“Soft loans are uidcly a^'ail- 
able in some GCC states but 
unavailable in others. ThisJia.‘< 
led to a major gap in the 
geographic distribution of in- 
dustrial investment in the .re- 
gion," it said. "Gulf states 
should wager on the private 
sector in achieving sustainable 
economic growth. We should 
look at the'dedine in oil prices 
with optimism, not ptrs.stmism. 
because some pain is essential 
for renewal." 
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Time chooses Arafat, Rabin, Mandela 
and De Klerk as Men of the Year 


NEW YORK (AP) — For 
their ''common genius” as 
peacemakers, Time magazine 
picked Yitzhak Rabin. Yasser 
Arafat. Nelson Mandela and 
F.W. De Klerk as its “Men of 
the Year” for 1993. 

The four were chosen be- 
cause they “reasserted the. 
principle that leaders matter:* 
That an individuars vision, 
courageously and peisuasively 
and intelligently pursued, can 
overpride the rather unim- 
aginative human preference 
for war,** the magazine said in 
a statement. 

The four leaders are display- 
ed ever the'headline "the Peac- 
makers" on the cover 'Time's 
Jan. S issue, which goes on sale 
Monday. 

“Without Rabin and Arafat, 
the Israelis and Palestinians 
would have continued down 
the same bleak, violent road 
they have followed since 
1948," Time said. “Without 
Mandela and De Klerk, blacks 
and whites (in South Africa) 
would have descended into the 
bloodiest race war in history." 

The magazine noted that the 
peacemakers deal in the Mid- 
dle East -and the one in South 
Africa are still works in prog- 
ress. 

“Extremists on all sides 
threaten to destroy the 
arrangements, which look at 
times like fragile shelters being 
nailed together in a high 
wind," Time said. 

Mr. De Klerk, president of 
South Africa, and Mr. Mande- 
la, leader of the African 
National Congress, were joint 
winners of the Nobel Peace 
Prize. Mr. Rabin is prime 
minister of Israel and Mr. Ara- 
fat is leader of the Palestine 


■Liberation Orpnisation 
(PLO). 

"In 1993, Rabin and Arafat: 
Mandela and De Klerk all rose 
to the occasion before them. 
Their common genius was that 
they saw in the convergence of 
circomsiances a' ripeness of 
moment — antb that (hey 
aaed,” the magazine ^id. 

In sei»rate interview, each 
of the winners spoke to Time 
on their efforts to achieve 
peace. 

“The intifada (the Palesti- 
nian uprising) motivated the 
Israelis," Mr. Arafat said. 
“There were no signs it would 
end anytime soon. There was 
no military solution. This super 
army was running after kids 
and'fi^ting against women.” 

Mr. Rabin conceded that the 
uprising -“created problem* for 
Israel. 

“I didn't believe the present 
situation could last without an 
increase in extremism among 
the Palestinians," he said. “I 
believed that we have a win- 
dow of just a few years to try to 
face this threat.” 

Mr. Rabin was concerned 
that Mr. Arafat's PLO did not 
have any experience in running 
a large community, but Mr. 
Arafat was confidence. 

“The PLO is more than just 
an organisation. We are re- 
sponsible for the whole life of 
our people.” he said. 

In an unusual turn, Mr. 
Mandela praised Mr. De 
Klerk. 

“In spite of my criticism, it 
must be acknowledged he has 
made a very important con- 
tribution to the transformation 
of an apartheid state into a 
non-radal sodety.” 

Mr. De Klerk said it was the 
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Time's Jan. 5 issue shows a combo on its covw of (left to right! 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, African Congress leader 
Nelson Mandela, Sondi African President F.W. De Klerfc and 
Plalestinian leader Yasser Arafat, who have been named Men of 
the Year (AFP photo) 


time for peace. 

“i don't believe that I am 
irreplaceable. I don't believe 
that he (Mandela) is irreplace- 
able.” Mr. De Klerk said. 
“That fact is, we were around 


and we were the leaders.” 
Time's first “Man of the 
Year” was aviator Charles 
Lindbergh, chosen in 1927. 
President Bill Clinton was 
chosen last year. 


Bosnia truce grips after carnage 


SARAJEVO (R) — A trace in 
Benia's dvil war app^red to 
grip, however .tempomly, on 
&inday after Cbiutmas Day 
fitting caused carnage and 
political rivals accused each 
otfier of prolonging the con- 
flict. 

Sarajevo, besieged Serbs 
'and hit by almost 700 shells 
Saturday, was quiet but had no 
electridty or water. 

Fighting elsewhere was re- 
ported sporadic, including in 
central Bosnia where Bosnian 
Croat HVO forces claimed to 
have halted a Muslim offen- 
sive. 

The trace, due to last until 
Jan. 15, was sealed by politicai 
leaders of the fliree sides at 
peace talks Thursday. 

But Sarajevo Radio said 
Muslims suffered 30 dead and 
78 wounded in flghting in Bos- 
nia Friday and &tuiday. 

Bosnian Croats reported 30 
of th^ soldieis and civilians 
killed in central Bosnia and 
said the Muslim-led Bosnian 
army was regrouping in prepa- 
ration for fresh attacks. 

Ceasefires have never lasted 
long during the ZUmonth war 
that erapted when Bosnian 
Serbs attacked Muslims and 
Croats who declared Bosnian 
independence from 'Serb- 
dominated Yugoslavia. 

Although Benia’s Muslims 
and Croats — themselves now 
battlefield foes — are a major- 
ity of the population, Serbs 
claim and control most of its 
territory as an ancestral posses- 
sioh. 

With the current ceasefire in 
thq balance. Bosnian and Ser- 
bian leaders traded accusations 
of responsibility for the viola- 
tions. 

Serbian Foreign Minister 
Vladislav Jovanovic said in a 
radio interview the peace pro- 
cess. brokered by the United 
Nations and the European 
Community, had been put in 
jeopardy the Bosnian gov- 


ernment's determination • to 
continue fighting. 

Irfan Ljubijankic, the Bos- 
nian foreign minister, blamed 
Serbs and Croats, telling a 
■ Sarajevo Radio interviewer: “I 
don't have the impression 
there is a real willingness to 
carry out the ceasefire.” 

He criticised apparent EC 
lack of will to force the Serbs 
to allow the airport to reopen 
in the northeasterth-^TC^im 
stronghold of Tuzia. 

Access to the airport, which 
is within range of Serb artil- 
lery. would improve the supply 
of aid to the 2.7 million Bos- 
nians of all three narionaiities 
who depend on U.N. relief for 
their survival. 

“We notice^ very energetic 
resistance from the Serb side to 
this (reopening) and apart 
from the anger ^ (EC) foreign 
ministers I sensed their res- 
ignation on this matter,” Mr. 
Ljubijankic said. “F haven't 
felt an energetic wilFingh^ on 
the part of the EC to impose 
such a solution.” 

Bosnian Serbs have flatly 
ruled out the opening of the 
airport in case additional sup>- 
plies of food (o the Muslims 
enhance their ability to fight on 
and delay a peace sertlement. 

In a further effort to per- 
suade the Bosnian government 
to negotiate, the Serbs have 
threatened to withdraw an 
agreement that Muslims 
sirauld have at least a third of 
Bosnia's territory under a plan 
to carve it into three ethnic 
states. 

'The EC's counter threat to 
Serbs is that sanctions already 
crippling the economy of rump 
Yugo^via will be made har- 
sher if they are inflexible. 

Econombt Mladjan Dinkic 
told (he Belg^e daily Politiira 
Sunday that inflation in Serbia 
would reach 569.131 per cent 
in December and was rising at 
1.21 per cent a minute. 


On Dec. 21. 1992. one Ger- 
man mark was worth 1,500 
dinars. Mr. Dinkic calculated 
that bad the government not 
cut several zeros off the dinar 
since, the equivalent a year 
later would have been 37 tril- 
lion dinars to the mark. 

Hyperinflation has reduced 
millions of Serbs to poverty 
and emptied food shops of 
affordable staples. 

Meanwhile. Muslim natioiR 
vowed Sunday to liitensify sup- 
port for Bcbnian Muslims and 
said that the only waj^ to peace 
in former Yugoslavia was to 
allow Muslims to defend them- 
selves. 

A statement issued by the 
Sl-member Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference (OIC) 
assured Bosnian Muslims that 
they had the “support of one 
billion Muslims of the world, 
who will stand by them in their 
hour of trial.” 

Muslim nations have long 
voiced anger at what they see 
as the West's faili^ to protect 
their co-religionists in Bosnia. 

The statement said its mem- 
bers were “determined to in- 
tensify their efforts to provide 
relief and assistance for 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. to impart 
a new momentum to their 
ongoing efforts to help in the 
defence of the sovereign^, in- 
dependence and restoration of 
the territorial integrity of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina.” 

It urged the world commun- 
ity and Security Council “to 
reconsider their policies'* on 
Bosnia and “endeavour to 
promote a just peace** and 
- reiterated a call to lift the arms 
embargo for Bosnian Muslims. 

“We demand that ali iiiter- 
nationai efforts be directed to 
reviving a viable and defensi- 
ble state of Bosnia Heizegovi- 
na. without which there would 
be no peace, no stability nor 
hope for a just and equitable 
worid order.” 


Chinese president hails Deng in 
homage to Mao’s 100th anniversary 


BEUTNG (AFP) — Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin paid 
homage Sunday to Mao 
Zedong in an impassioned 
speedi at a ceremony com- 
memorating the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of the 
founder of Communist China. 

But he also used the occa- 
90 n to burnish the image of 
supreme leader Deng Xiaoping 
as the natural successor (rf 
Mao, and to stress the import- 
ance of the market economy — 
anathema to the late “great 
. helmsman.” 

“Comrade Mao Zedong was 
a great Marxist, a revolution- 
ary, proletariat, strategist and 
theorist, a great patriot and a 
national hero in the history of 
modem China," Mr. Jiang ^ 
dared before a crowd of 10,000 
tieople gathered at the Great 
Hall of the People, adjacent to 
Tiananmen Square, the site of 


Mao's mausoleum. 

“He is the pride of the Com- 
munist Party, of toe Chinese 
^nation.” said .iMr. Jiang, 
secretary-general of the Com- 
munist Party, wiring a dark 
gray Mao suit, during an hour- 
long speech to the ceremony 
presided over by Prime Minis- 
ter Li Peng. 

Even Mr. Jiang's hair was 
swept back in tribute to the 
style of the late Chairman, 
whose potrait was hanging be- 
hind the official speaker’s plat- 
form in the hall. 

All the senior leaders 
attended the ceremony, with 
the notable exception of Mr. 
Deng, 89, who is in poor 
health. 

Former President Yang 
Shangkun, 86. entered the hall 
fourth in line behind Mr. 
Jiang, Mr. Li and Qiao Shi, the 
presideot of the National Peo- 


ple's Congress. Mr. Yang, a 
long-time Deng ally, who lost 
power in 1992, left the cere- 
mony ator only half an hour. 

“Comrade Mao Zedong be- 
longs (0 all the people of China 
and is respected the entire 
world," the Chinese president 
said, noting that his “contribu- 
tions surpass his errors.” with- 
out critidsing Mao and the 
bloody Cultural Revolution of 
1966-1976. “His thoughts again 
encourage us to continue the 
edification of sodalisin with 
Chinese characteristics,” Mr. 
Jiang said in a tribute that was 
dedicated as much to the cur- 
rent supreme leader. Mr. 
Deng, as it was to the father of 
Communist China. 

Analysts said the speedi was 
aimed at Arming that Mr. 
Deng was the rightful heir of 
Mao- 


Japan 
‘wants 
to avoid’ 
early 
elections 

TOKYO (R) — Japan's coali- 
tion government will try <to 
avoid calling snap elections de- 
spite oppo^tkm party roadb- 
locks to ^licy-making and ctii- 
dal legislation. Deputy Prime 
Minister Tsutomu Hata said 
Sunday. 

But Mr. Hata. who is also 
foreign minister, said the gov- 
ernment had not completely 
ruled out early elections. 

“With the economy in a dif- 
ficult fix, we want to avoid 
elections at all costs,” Mr. 
Hata. a powerful coalition fi- 
gure, said in a televised de- 
bate. 

“We don't completely rale 
out dissolving pariiament (for 
elections), but at this point we 
want to avoid such a scenario.” 
Talk of early elections is rife 
on Nagatacho, Tokyo's parlia- 
ment hill, as Prime Minister 
Morihtro Hosokawa and his 
fractious eight-group coalition 
appear unable to agree on tax 
reform and Other measures to 
stimulate spending and snap 
the economy out of its worst 
downturn in two decades. 

While the government is 
poised to cut income taxes. 
Finance Ministry offidals are 
demanding that the cuts be 
balanced with a hike in the 
three per cent sales tax. 

But the Sodalist Party, the 
laigest in the ruling alliance, 
objects to raising a sales tax it 
fought to prevent being im- 
posed in 1989. 

Compounding Mr. Hosojea- 
wa's problems is lack of prog- 
ress in his efforts to piuh 
through long-promised politic- 
al reform legislation, which in- 
cludes overhauling the elector- 
al system and anti-corruption 
laws. 

When he came to power in 
August, Mr. Hosokawa vowed 
to get the reform bills passed 
by year's end or take political 
res^nsibility. a remark taken 
to mean he would resign or call 
elections. 

Last Friday, however, he 
apologised on national televi- 
sion and promised anew that 
his government would pass the 
refonn bills into law by iate 
'January, when parliament's 
current extended session is due 
.10 end. 

Mr. Hosokawa said he had 
no intention of calling elections 
regardless of the outcome of 
the reform legislation. 

Mr. Hata. co-leader of the 
coalition's most influential 
member, the Japan Renewal 
Party (JRP). defended the gov- 
ernment against charges it was 
incapable of drafting effective 
economic policy. 

“Overall economic policy 
should be decided upon in p^- 
liament. but the opposition 
parties are refusing to do (this) 
in order to create confusion.” 
said Mr. Hata. 


Ghali arrives in China after Korea tnp 


BEIJING (R) — U.N. 
Secretarv-General Boutros 
Ghali, seeking to defuse a cri- 
sis over North Korea s sus- 
pected nuclear weapons prog- 
ramme, arrived in China Sun- 
day and quickly went into talks 
with Chinese Premier Li Peng. 

Dr. Ghali did not speak to 
reporters after flying in from 
Pyongyang on a special air- 
craft. 'He had earlier visited 
south Korea. 

Before leaving the North 
Korean capital, the U.N. chief 
said he believed it would be 
ptKsible to resolve the nuclear 
issue on the Korean peninsula 
through negotiation and dia- 
logue. the North's official 
Korea Central News Agency 
(KCNA) said. 

China's official Xinhua 
News Agency reported that the 
meeting between Dr. Ghali 
and Mr. Peng took place, but it 
gave no details of their discus- 
sions. 

Several nations, including 
the United States, have ex- 
pressed hope that Beijing 
would use its influence wn'th its 
long-time ally Pyongyang to 
help resolve the nuclear issue. 
China has said often that talks 
represented the only way to 
solve the problem. 

The New York Times news- 
paper reported Sunday that the 
'U.S. Central Intelligence 


Agency had told President Bill 
Ginton that North Korea has 
probably built onew two nuc- 
lear bombs. 

The paper, quoting un- 
named administration ofnaals. 
said this finding was disputed 
bv the Slate Department but 
supported by ali intelligence 
agendes. 

North Korean leader Kim 
Il-Sung told Dr. Ghali 
day there were “positive «gns 

in his country's talks with the 
United States over allowing 
inspections of suspected 
military-related nuclear faali- 
rifis. But Mr. Kim added that 
there was no need for United 
Nations involvement. 

The president felt that, given 
the ongoing nature of the talks 
and the positive signs currently 
emanating from them, there 
was no need for the United 
Nations to become directly in- 
volved at this time.” a U.N. 
account of the visit said. 

Both the United Nations and 
the North's KCNA described 
the talks between Dr. Ghali 
and Mr, Kim as “warm and 
cordial." 

Reports from the United 
States indicated North Korea 
was moving towards opening 
all its nuclear sites to interna- 
tional inspection but U.S. offi- 
cials said many details still had 
to be worked out. 

North Korea has refused, to 


permit inspections by rt« In- 
ternational Atomic Energy 
Agency, a U.N. agency, at two 
sites the United States has said 
it suspected w'ere being used to 
process, nuclear materials. 
North Korean and offi- 
cials have been in negotiations 
on the subject for mont hs. 

KCNA. monitored in 
Tokyo, said the U.N. chief 
expressed belief that the nuc- 
lear issue on the Korean penin- 
sula could be resolved through 
negotiation and dialogue. It 
said Dr. Ghali was speaking to 
reporters before leaving Pyon- 
gyang for Beijing, 

KCNA said Dr. Ghali also 
stressed that the unification of 
Korea should be realised 
through talks, negotiation and 
dialogue. He said he hoped 
that soon Korea would be rep- 
resented in the United Nations 
by one representative. 

Saturday's talks with Presi- 
dent Khn were held in “a frank 
and cordial atmosphere,” the 
U.N. chief said. “Ilie interna- 
tional community and the Un- 
ited Nations must find ways to 
support security, reumfication 
and development for the whole 
of the Korean peninsula,” Dr. 
Ghali was quoted as saying. 

Dr. Ghali will meet Qian 
Qicfaen, China's foreign miais^ 
ter and vice-premier, Monday 
before leaving the country. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


French coastline bans strollers 

BORDEAUX. France (R) — Authorities banned strollers 
From more than 500 kilometres of French Atlantic coastline 
from southern Brinany to the Spanish coast Sunday after 
explosive detonators were found south of Bordeaux. 
TTiousands of the devices began washing up on the coasts of 
Brittany a week ago. apparently part of a cargo of 34.000 
detonators spilled by a Cypriot vessel in September. 'The 
detonators, designed to blast rocks on construction projects, 
can be lethal if handled. No one has been hurt so far. The ban 
is against walking on the waters edge. Strollers are allowed 
onto beaches but are advised to ^ cautious. Authorities 
initially banned strollers from Breton coastlines but progres- 
sively issued more bans as detonators began washing up on 
beaches funher south. 

Georgian spy HQ bombed 

MOSCOW (AFP) — A blazing row between Georgia's 
defence and security ministers degenerated into a brawl which 
led to a bomb attack on the country's Intelligence Service 
Headquarters, a spokesman for President Eduard Shevard- 
nadze said Sunday. News of the scuffle at *n)ilisi airport 
between Defence Minister Georgj Karkarasbvili.and Security 
Minister Igor ^^eorgadze oonfilined that mounting tensions 
between the two departments had spilled oVeri amid reports 
that Defence JHinistry troops in armed vehicles wereideployed 
Sunday around the parliament building. Mr. Shevardnadze 
himself was forced to intervene during Friday's brawl ic^ 
separate the two men. the presidency spokesman told AFP. A 
day later (he bomb blast ripped through Security Ministry 
Headquarters in the centre of the capital, wounding two 
guards, one oTthem seriously. Mr. Shevardnadze Sunday 
announced the formation of a governmental commission of 
inquiry led by Prime Minister Otar Patsatsia to invntigate 
both incidents. 

Rao pressed to keep finance minister 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indian Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao Sunday remained under pressure to reject the 
resignation of Finance Minister Manmohan Sing^. the 
architect of the country's radical economic liberalisation. 
Business leaders and members of the ruling Congress (I) Party 
continued to appeal to Mr. Rao to retain the former World 
Bank economist in his cabinet in order to pursue sweeping 
reforms begun two years ^o. “The coun^ cannot afford to 
lose an able and distingui^ed finance minister,” Rajiv Rai, 
president of the Hindustan Chamber of Commerce, said in a 
statement in the southern city of Madras. If Mr. Rao 
permitted the 61-year-old Marnnohan Sin^ to go, it would 
cause a serious “setback to the economic progress of the 
country." added the Federation of the Karnataka Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry. Manmohan Singh resigned i^m the 
cabinet quietly Thursday after a' parliamenta^ panel blamed 
him for a SI. 3 billion banking and securities scam. 'The 
resignation, revealed Friday, has not been accepted yet. 

Jackson urges end to embargo on Cuba 

HAVANA (R) — Civil rights activist Jesse Jackson, on a 
Christmas visit to Havana, has called for an end to the U.S. 
economic embargo against Cuba, saying in a rousing church 
address that Cuban children were suffering because of it. 
‘'Together we will work and pray and end the embargo and 
bring joy to the children." Rev. Jackson told a Christmas 
evening service in a small Baptist chur^ in Havana, adding he 
was in Cuba to “work as a bridge builder, to help reunite two 
great countries.” Rev. Jackson said he had been s^dened by 
the knowledge that Cuban children did not have gifts this 
Christmas. Havana blames the 31-year embargo in part for a 
severe economic crisis that has caused shortages ranging from 
fuel and power to food items and basic consumer goods. 
“Tonight, suffering has been induced in Cuba by an unneces- 
sary embaigo long after the cold war is over," said Rev. 
Jackson, on a five-day trip to the Communist-ruled Caribbean 
island during which he plans to meet President Fidel Castro, 
government officials, church leaden, and human rights activi^ 

Indonesia floods kill 13 

JAKARTA (R) — Floods caused by torrential rain in 
Indonesia's West Java set off a landslide in which at least 13 
pec^Ie died and dozens of others were missing feared dead 
police said Sunday. “Wc found 1.1 people killed in the 
landslide, and dozens more buried are feared dead.*' Major 
Hasan Gunadi said by telephone from Lebak distria, Gunadi 
said the landslide occurred Friday in the foothills of Cisoka 
village. 80 kilometres west of Jakarta, after days of heavy 
rains. ^ 

Floods kill over 20 in Malaysia 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — Seasonal floods triggered by 
monsoon gales in Malaysia have -killed more than ^people 
and forced 20,000 people out of their homes-, officials said 
Sunday. Malaysia's nonheastem state of Kelaman. where 
most rivers had breached, danger levels, was the worst hit with 
at least 11 p^le killed and more than 14.000 evacuated thev 
said. "This is the worst flood in three years','' Information 
Minister Mohammad Rahmat said, as the Meteorological 
Services Department predicted late Sunday tint- heavy rains 
would continue to pour over the -peninsula at lea^ until 
Tuesday. 


Dutch 
clean up as 
floodwaters 
retreat 


AMSTERDAM (R) — 
Floodwaters which drove 
thousands of Dutch People 
from their homes over Christ- 
mas were in retreat Sunday, 
aDowing dean-up operations 
to be^n. - 

More than 12,000 residents 
were evacuated in Ac south- , 
eastern pnmnee of Limburg'* 
and more than 460 square 
kilometres remained under w^ 
ter after die worst flooding in 
decades. 

There were no offfoial dam- 
age estimates, but a spokes- 
man for Internal Affurs Minis- 
tiy said the bill could eadly hit 
lOO million guilders (S53 miU 
Uon). 

Floodwaters from Che 
mighty Rhine surging noith- 
along the River Ijssel in ' 
the northeast of the country 
still threatened surrounding 
countryside, .but emergency 
teams said dykes were high 
enough and seemed likely to ' 
bold. 

Hie swollen Rhine, whidi 
has created havoc in parte of 
Germ^y, is among the rivers 
that flow into tlw &lca region 
whidi forms the southeastern 
Netherlands on the North Sea. 

. “Hieie is no actual danger 
of flooding. We expect the 
wave, to reach Deventer shortly 
and be here by midnight, but 
we Imow all the critical points 
and Acre is no dangler," said 
Heoriette Loqgman at the 
emergency centie in &e north- 
ern town of Zwolle. 

Both towns stand on the 
banks pf the Ijsell, but she said 
in Deventer the water would crest! 
at 

25 centimetres below the 
town's lowest dyke and in' 
Zwolle tiie defences were.more 
than SO centimetres above the 
expected high water mark. 

To the south in Limburg 
province some evacuated redr 
' dents were told they could go 
home as emergen^ services 
began to mop up mid started 
urgent repair work on dam- 
aged dyk^ 

Offidals worried that the re- . 
gibn's intricate water defences 
could have been daogerc^y 
weakened after days under wa.. 
ter. 

The Dotdi government has 
declared die floods a uational 
disaster and charities laundied 
a joint appeal to raise ca^ for 
the victims, who face a nunobs 
Christmas as insurance cover 
for flooding is almost impossi- 
ble to get in the Dutch low- 
lands. 

Meanwhile, thousands of 
Gernums began deaning up 
Sunday after the worst river 
• flooding in over 60 .years 
swampd riverside cities and 
homes and forced many to 
spend Christmas in army bar- 
racks or hotels. 

At least five people died in 
stonn bavoci as gale-whifmed 
floods surged throu^ low- 
lying areas. 

The Rhine River, which 
burst Its banks after torrential , 
rain and flooded scor« of Ger- 
man homes, was receding 
along its length from 
. Koblenz to the Dutch border. 

, fo Bonn, disaster centre offil 
aals said the Rhine had stood 
at 9.12 metres late Saturday 

evening .compared with 9.53 

tnetres at mkatKinmig 


Japan’s gioon9 
bustnassmenkeap 
on drinking 

TOKYO (R) — Despite 
Japan's worst economic slump 
in two decades, businessmen 
are not giving up the meat 
important things in life — gotf 
and drinking. From FetTuary 
1992 to January this yev , co^ 
porations spent 6.2 trillion yen 
billion) on entertainm^ 
Japan's highest total ever and a 
one per cent rise on the pre- 
vious year, according to a gov- 
ernment tax agency survey. 
The figure, which include 
spending on golf. f>re$enis. res- 
taurants and bars, is equivafesi 
to nearly a tenth of the nation- 
al budgrt and a daily national 
outlay of !7 billion yen (5150 
million). Many white-collar 
woikers arc worrying for the 
first time that they might lose 
their jobs, as companies strug- 
gle to cut costs. Overall corpo- 
rate revenues slid by 1.4 per 
cent in the same period accord- 
ing to the suptey, the first faD 
since current accounting 
methods were introduced hi 
1976. Analysts quoted by 
Kyodo News Agency said the 
rise came because of harsh 
competition in the current 
business environment. In 
Japan, money spent on ente^ 
tainmeni is more effective m 
promoting sales than money on 
advertising. Biggest spenders 
for the third successive year 
were construction compani^ 
in the news recently for a series 
of scandals involving bribes to 
local politicians in return for 
lucrative fnojects. 'piey ^nt 
8.4 yen on entertainment for 
every 1,000 yen they -Ji.ned in 
revenues, compared with an 
mdustiy-wide average of 4.1 
yen (8.4 cents for every 510 
oompared with 4.1 cents). 


Cicciollnasays 

husband 

kidnapped child 

ROME (R) — Porn star and 
former Italian member of par- 
liament La Qcciolina alleged 
that her estranged American 
sculptor husband Jeff Koons 
had kidnapped their child. Ac- 
tress Ilona Stallcr, better 
known by her stage name La' 
Gcdolina (unaU cuddly one), 
said Mr. Koons took 
month-old MaximilUan Liaiwig 
late Thursday. Police coo-., 
firmed that Ms. Stallcr hadlwd 
a complaint against Mr. Koons 
and said a search had been 
mounted for the sculptor and 
the child, Ms. Staller said she 
was seeking the help of inter- 
pol and U.S. Federal Bureau 
of Investigation to find Mr. 
Koons, whose sexually exjtiidt 
sculptures sen for thousands of 
dollars. **He has kidiiapped my 
baby," said Ms. Staller, a 
member of Italy’s Chamber ai 
Deputies ou the Republicao 
ticket until 1992. Ms. Staller 
said she suspected the diild 
had been taken to New York, 
liriiere she used to live widi hfr. 
Koons, or Florida. “1 still have 
our child's passport, so he must 
have been takm out of Italy 
illegally," she told Reuters, 
hte. Staler said Mr. Koons, 
who bad obtained a court 
order granting turn access to 
the diud, had taken him oat 
Thursday but failed to bring 
him back. Tlie order 
Mr. Koons from leaving It^ 
with their son. “I started lotdt- 
ing for them and found he had; 
checked out of the hotel,” Ms. 
Staller said. She said police 
were asking an assistant of I^. 
Koons, William Gary 
McCraw, nlio had arrived at 
the hotel to settle the biB, 
about Mr. Koons' whereat^ 
outs. 


Man pays for 
stolen Christmas 
tree.. J20 years later 

WICHrrA, Kan. (AP) — 
. took 20 years, but a man v 
stole a Christmas tree ftofl 
aty golf course finally 
it. “It was something chat 1 
been chewing on him," s 
Stan Shaver, the golf pro 
Pawnee Prairie Municipal G 
Courae. “He finally told 
wife, and she told him, 
make restitution*." A man t 
[ed ^ pro shop and said 
bad been broke 20 years i 
when he snuck onto the co« 
and chopped down a tree, 
told him, T couldn't give yo 
figure on it, it's 29 years a 
Td just ay forget about 
ttM and send me $20’." Sha 
^d.* “He raid, ‘that sou 
nne’.” About an hour latei 
man walked into the (so sh 
admitted he had stolen the t 
Md a garden bosc and left 5 
The man who (fidn*t rive 
name shook hands with Sha 
and left. “It's kind of haid 
™ up to when you do soi 
thmg like that,” Shaver si 
I thou^t it was really 
thing." 
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:f^Baggio voted European 
^ Player of the Year 


5 S Player of tl 

. PARIS (AFP) — Roberto 

' Baggio, Star forward for Juven- 

> ^ fos andTtaly, has b^n voted 

:. . £01x^)680 player of the year by 

J^ranoe Footrall magazine. 

• • .ur- .• j 26-year-old was named 
■Wayer of the Year by FIFA, 
- i&MbaD’s '-governing bo<^, at 

'''' '■>• 'last week^s World Cup draw in 

;;■' if. Las'V^u- 


He won the UEFA Cup with 
Juventos last season and 
scored five goals in Italy's 
World Cup qualifying cam- 
paign. 

He joined Joventus from 
Florentina for a then world 
record $8 million in 1990 in a 
move which triggered riots in 
Florence. • 




cioSiRs say& 
ibsnd 


LONDON (AFP) — Manches- 
ter Gty manager Brian-Horton 


napped child himself a Christmas pre- 
sent by bringing in former 
Arsenal midfielder David 
'.-,2 Rocastle from Leeds. 

' ...... :vv"rv:' Rocastle will make his debut 

. away to Asttm Villa Monday as 

>.*; City chase only their second 
win in 13 league games. 

, ,, .. But the ttttcr straggle for 

control between consortiums 
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\,A1 Didia_£stablislim«nt 

^Offers tfie largest artd widest assortment of perfumes 
and embr^ery. ^ ' 

•Tl^ « no^n^ to look- ft)r* the^best'**and most 
* 'competitive prices In Jordan. 

Our addreRK Al Dalai Establishment, 
Forte Grand Hotel 


FOR RENT 

Ddiuce Furnished Apartment 

Abdoun, near the American Embassy. New build- 
ing wr^ telephone, three bedrooms, three bath- 
rooms, modem kitchen. 

PiMte call the owner: 695341/822080 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
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2 Chinese women revolutionise athletics 


LONDON (R) — fn eight 
tumul^us September days, 
two slight Chinese women re- 
volutionised the sport of athle- 
tics and ignited a debate which 
was stiii raging at the year's 
end. 

Wang Junzia was the first ro 
astound the statisticians when 
she slashed 42 seconds off the 
world 10.000 mark at China's 
National Games in ^ijing. 

• Three days later, Qu Yunxia 
broke the world 1.500 mark 
with Wang also running under 
the 13-3’ear-old previous stan- 
dard. llien it was Wang's turn 
again on the final day of the 
championships, this time tak- 
ing 16 seconds off the 3.000 
record. 

In Just over a week Wang 
and Qu proved they were the 
greatest women distance run- 
ners in history at an epochal 
meeting during which six diffe- 
rent women clocked times 
under the previous world 
marks. 

Not even. the Chinese suc- 
cesses at the Stuttgart World 
Championships in the previous 
month, where ihey won all the 
women's track distance races, 
had prepared the world for this 
orgy of record breaking. But 
reaction was quick and vocifer- 
ous. 

The sceptics — including 
many of the world's elite 


women athletes — accused the 
Chinese of using drugs. Para- 
Ueis were drawn with P.a5t 
Germany and the Soviet Union 
where state-directed drus 
programmes were integral to 
sporting success. 

Other respected authorities 
pointed instead to the re- 
nowned hardiness to Chinese 
peasant women and the phe- 
nomenal training loads im- 
posed by Ma Junren. coadi to 
both Wang and Ou. 

The meeting came only days 
before the International Olym- 
pic Cbmmirtee ((OQ voted on 
the site of the 2000 Olym^^s, 
with Beijing and Sydney the 
front-runners. 

The opulent principality of 
Monte Carlo provided the 
appropriate venue for the di- 
max of the most expensive bid 
campaign ever and in the end 
fOC delegates decided by just 
two votes to pass the sacred 
flame to Sydney for the frr^ 
games of the 2lst century. 

Beijing was stunned. Sydney 
prompted started a party which 
threatened to last until the turn 
of the century. 

Still the Chinese had not 
finished. In December they set 
1 1 of the 15 women's records at 
the inaugural World Short- 
Course Swimming Cham- 
pionships in Palma De Mallor- 
ca. evoking memories of the 


East German “wundermaed- 
chen" who dominated 
women's swimming for a de- 
cade and a half. 

The fourth World Athletics 
Championships were at least 
the equal of the previous three 
with Olympic champion Lin- 
ford Christie successfully tak- 
ing on the Americans for the 
second successive year to win 
the 100 metres. 

Before the championships. 
Yobes Ondieki ran the first 
aib-27 minute 10.000 metres 
and afterwards Noureddine 
Mofceli. who had to be per- 
suaded u> ran in Stuttgart, 
took nearly two seconds of the 
world mile mark. 

A traumatic year began de- 
ceptively brightly for Monica 
Seles when she won the Au- 
stralian Open women's title 
vriiile Jim Courier took the 
men's crown. 

Then in a spring tournament 
in Hamburg a 38-year-old un- 
employed lathe operator, who 
claimed to be a supporter of 
Steffi Graf, leaped on the court 
and stabbed Seles in the back. 

The physical damage 
seemed moderate, the pyscl^ 
logical harm incalculable. 

Seles, a Serb who had 
already been the target of 
death threats from Croatians. 
did not play again and at the 
end of the year it was still 


uncertain if she would defend 
her Australian title in January. 

GraPs pulverising forehand 
swept her to successive wins in 
the French. Wimbledon and 
U.$. Opens and with Martina 
Navratilova showing her age 
and planning to retire next 
year, the women's game badly 
needs a revitalised "Seles back 
on track. 

Courier faded as the vear 
advanced and fellow-Amencan 
Pete Sampras finished as world 
number one. serving more 
than 1.000 aces and winning 
the Wimbledon and U.S. titles. 

Sampras may lack the appeal 
to John McEnroe or Jimmy 
Connors but his rocket-fueled 
serve, all-round skills and lithe 
athleticism bear comparison 
with any of the giants of the 
past. 

For one frozen moment on a 
bizarre Las Vegas night. Evan- 
der Holyfield thou^t he. like 
Seles, might fall victim to an 
unhinged stran^r when a pa- 
raglider landed on the ropes 
midway through his world 
heavyweight title fight with 
Riddick Bowe. 

Fortunately the intruder was 
unarmed and after a brief pum- 
melling from outraged specta- 
tors be was hustled away and 
an action-packed bout re- 
sumed. 

A coldly determined Holy- 


field went on to become only 
the third man after Floyd Pat- 
terson and Muhammad' All to 
regain the world title by out- 
pointing the big^r and heavier 
Bowe after a furious final three 
rounds. . 

At the age of 38. Alain Prost 
won his fourth drivers’ title — 
one less than the great Argen- 
tine Juan Manuel Fangio — 
and a record Slst individual 
Formula 1 race before bowing 
jmi,qf_the_ sport. . . 

The cerebral Prost rarely ex- 
cited but his technical skills 
were of the highest order. The 
Williams team, who wili strag- 
to maintain their ascendan- 
cy once their high-technology 
drivers' aids are banned from 
the start of next season, will 
now feature Frost's great rival 
Ayrton Senna. 

The 1992 champion Nigel 
Mansell, meanwhile, became 
the first man to follow a For- 
mula 1 title with an Indy Car 
Championship. 

The United States retained 
(he Ryder Cup against Europe, 
although there was some con- 
slolation for non-Americans in 
the consistent form of Nick 
Faldo, who remained top of 
the world golf rankings. 

The Briton, though, could 
not win any of the four majors 
and the man who has already 


painsiukinglv revhuped his. 
game wa.s planning to streng- 
then his ailiiiri wristJ^ and furth- 
er revamp |jj^ swing in the. 
unending seatsh for golfing, 
perfeaion. 

Faldo did comrihme in full* 
measure to one cf the great. 
British opens but although he . 
equalled the ccjrse record in 
the second id. he could not • 
catch a triup^phunt Greg Nor- 
man. who finally harnessed 
consistency to customaiy 
flamboyance to win by two 
strokes. 

The Zainfiiitn World Cup 
soccer team, minus their 
foreign-based players, died in a 
plane crash off Gabon in .April 
but in an amazing side came 
within a point of qualifying for 
next year's finals in the United . 
States. 

The Zambians needed to 
draw only with Morocco to 
qualify but eventually suc- 
cumbed 1-0. 

There were upsets galore in 
European qualifying groups ; 
with former champions Eng- 
land, twice scmidnalists Fran^* . 
and European Ch.impions De- -; 
nmurk all going out. 

The biggest spv>riing H'andal 
of 199.3 involved European' 
soccer champions Marseille, 
who were stripped of the title,- 
following serious hriberv . 
allegations. 


Brindabella charges out of Sydney Harbour 


Manchester City hope 
Xmas spending pays off 


led by former player Francis 
Lee and burinessman Michael 
-McDonald will probably 
stretch well into the new year. 

Everton are another famous 
club in trouble. 

They may be bener off in 
terms of points but they will 
probably start 1994 with no 
manager as their own boar- 
droom banie rages on. 


SYDNEY (R) — Race 
favourite BrindalMlla stamped 
her authority on the 49th 
Sydney-to-Hobait Sunday with 
a brilliant start vriiich saw her 
diarge out of Sydney Harbour 
gx minutes ahead of pocket 
.ouud Hammer of Queensland. 

Tacking into the face of 
freshening 15 knot northeas- 
ter, 6-4 on fovourite Brin- 
dabella took only 12 minutes to 
reach the heads and quicky 
hoisted a ^innaker to take 
advantage ^ the tail wind 
before strong southerly head- 
winds hit the flWc. 

leather forecasters pre- 
dicted one of the toughest 
racK ever, with gale force 
headwinds up to 40-50 knots. 

"It doesn't look good. It 
could be the worst Sydney-to- 
Hobart ever." *aid forec^er 
Rodger Badainan before 'riie 
start. The worse race on record 
was in 1984 when one crewman 
was killed and 104 of the 150 
boats retired. 

Hammer of Queensland, 
now in its ninth Sydney-to- 
Hobait and rated only a 20-1 
chance, performed excep- 
tionalfy well in the freshening 
headwind to pip Amazon, 
second favourite at 4-1 , to be 
second out of the harbour. 


Race offidals and commen- 
tators said Hammer of 
Queensland could perform 
very well in the demanding 
conditions. 

Race veteran Ragamuffin 
was fourth out of the harbour 
after being forced to tack 
across to foe southern shore 
where there was less breeze, 
leaving her lagging foe race 
leaders. 

However, once out into 
open ocean and with clean air, 
man Ragamuffin, with veteran 
skipper Syd Fischer at the 
helm, is expected to quickly 
catch her newer rivals. 

“We will hold our own with 
a spinnaker, but with the fore- 
casts we will not be 'rowing' all 
that long. We will be reaching 
in a few hours," said crewman 
^chard Hammo^, in his 36th 
Sydney-to-Hobart: 

Fifth was Ariierkan sloop 
Cassiopeia. 

Race commentacon said 
many of foe smaller boats were 
considering daarting a course 
well out to sea in ^ attempt to 
sail around the forecast bad 
weather. 

"It's a dodewise (low weath- 
er) system and may be they can 
go around foe clock," said 
foimer Amertea's Cup skipper 


Sir James Hardy. 

Such a course could see 
boats travelling 800 miles to 
reach Hobart, compared with 
the direct distance of 630 
miles. 

The longevity of the south- 
erly means they could get 
southerly in the first 12 hoots, 
right through to when they 
enter into foe Derwent River 
at Hobart." said Badaman. 

“Four or five days of south- 
erly, that would be a record." 
he said. “The worst winds look 
likel bitdng the fleet tomorrow 
^d the day after." 

But George Snow, owner of 
race leader Brin^l^lla, 22.9 
metres, still believes he has a 
chance of breaking foe 18-year 
race record as long as his new 
boat ^15 a good northeasterly 
stm. ^ • .. 

Race sponsor Kodak is 
offering Australian dollars 
100,000 ($60,000) to foe yacht 
breaking the reiroid of two 
days 14 hours 36 minutes and 
56 seconds set by American 
maxi Ketch Kialoa in 1975. 



Yadils tack for wind lUns dnriag 
Sonday (AFP photo) 

BrindabeHa. laundied only 
force months a^. took line 
hononis by 16 hours in its 
inaugural outing, the 408 mile 
Oosford-to-Lord Howe, 
against the wind. 

BrindabeHa also took line 
honouis in all six races in the 


foe start of die 49th Sydney to Htfoart yacht rare in Sydney 


seven Ta6e.Somheni Cross Cup 
Series last week. The Sydney- 
tO'Kobart is the seventh race. 

The New South Wales 'A' 
Team, led by last year’s series 
winner Irish yacht Atara, is 
leading the series, followed by 
the New South Wales 'B' 


Team, with the Australian 
team led b>' Ragamuffin in 
third. 

Race officials said two 
ya^ts. Team Fujitsu and Fast 
Forward, were forced to re- 
start the race after crossing the 
starting line early 


■>ORRENT 

Modern furnished apartments 

One bedroom — Two bedrooms — Three bedrooms. 
C.H. and*te(ephooes. 

Location; Shmeisani - near Bird's Garden. 

Jabal Amman - near Klialdi Hospital 

Owners tet: 667862 • 642351 


I 4 * J < V I T I -1 L 


f 


CitroOn, model 1987 BX 19 TRS. 4 doors fully 
automatic, in a very good condition. 

Power steering, air conditioned. 

Please call Mr. Kanaan at tel.: 818683 


BELIEVE IT! 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Consists ol 3 bedrooms, one master. 3 bathrooms, living 
room, salon, guests' room, d'ming room, maid-room, store, 
garden, garage for two cars. 

Locahort: Umm Al Summaq. 

Annual rent: JD8.000 
Tel: 614«7 


CARFORSALE 

Jeep Mitsubishi Pajero customs duty not paid. 
Colour: metallic green. Full options. Manual gear 
box. 4 cylinders. Excellent condition. 

TEL 685900 


A LUXURIOUS CAR FOR 
SALE (Duty Unpaid) 

Mercedes 300E. (four-matic). (four-wheel drive), 
model 1988/1989 In excellent condition, full options. 
Price JD22,000 (negotiable). 

If Interested pis. call tel. 674677 


SUPER DELUXE VILLA 
FOR RENT 

Basement consists of lounges or maids suite. 
Ground floor consists of salons and dining area, 
bathroom, kitchen, balcony. 

First floor consists of 3 bedrooms, 1 master bedroom, 
riving room and verandas. 

Pis. call tel. 815069 


Extension of Tender Invitation Period 
Tender No. 271/93 Logging Services 

NRA announces to the interested firms the exten- 
sion of closing date for the said tender up to 
Monday, 12:CX) noon, Jan. 31, 1994. 

Natural Resources Authority 


FOR RENT 

A deluxe furnished apt. in a new building 
located in Umm Uthainah. Consists of 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, dining, living and 
guest hall, with brand new kitchen fully equip- 
ped. 

If Interested, please- call 675555 be- 
tween 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 


APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
For diplomatic missions only 

1- Two apartments (first floor), each con- 
sisting of three, bedrooms, a lounge, a 
salon, kitchen and two bathrooms: 
each apartment is of 190 square 
metres. 

2. A penthouse (the same as the apart- 
ments) with an area of 190 square 
metres. 

Location: Abdoun, 150 metres west of the 

American embassy. 

Please call tei.; 752678 and 820232 



Amra Hotel - Amman. 


NOTICE 

E3nHI6iONOFDEADUffiR»TBIDEKS 
FOarUKCHASniGPBEGIUUrrHEIFEBS rwwi 
The Co-opSocietyforCowBreeders 
inZarkaGovemorate 

Hereby announces the extension of the deadline for 
receiving tenders for the supply of pregnant heifers. 
The new deadline is Jan. 12, Instead of Jan. 6. 94. 

Society Director 
(Agr. Enoineer) 
Hussam Hamdan 



T0T^42O 

coRicawiP 


CONCORD 

SOMMERSBY 

Shows: 12-JO, 3J0. 6:15. 8:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ . 

BEAUTY AND THB BEAST 

Shows: 12:30, 3.-00, 4:45, 6:30 

Hi Anmtea Play, 8:30 




teL : 675571 


Ahmad ZaM and Mahmoud Hamldeh 

ALBASHA 

(ARABIC) 

Shom: I2OD,3:lS.5K».6J0.&30. Kk30 

daily at 11:00 a.m. 
HOME ALONE “g” 


Demy Moore ... in 

THE BUTCHER’S WIFE 

Show I2J0. 3iX. 6:15. &30. Jlk» 


MdM Al MmUbI naacss 


presents a play entitled: 

AL Urn NnroR 

A popular politicai comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jaisjel. Has- 
san Al Shaer. Fuad Shomalt 
in addition to other comedians 

Every night at 8rt5 . 
Tiefcats are sold all day 



The political cl)medy 

WELCONie ARAB SUMSEIT 

Dally 8:30 pjn. 

Hid theahw clocea Ssturdey 
and Sunday 
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NEWS IN BRIBE 


Iranian official congratulates Ma]all 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Suifday received a message from Iranian Rrst Vice Presicient 
Hassan Hubaibi, congratulating him on the vote of confidence 
won by his government e^y December. The message was 
deiivei^ to Dr. Majali by the'lraman ambassador to Jordan, 
Ahmad Distmaljian, who visited the Prime Ministry Saturday. 
Dr. Majali and the Iranian ambassador discussed Ulatei^ 
relations aito Usues of mutual interest. In a statement to the 
Jordanian News Agency, Petra, following his meeting with Dr. 
Majali, the Iranian ambassador said bilateral relations will be 
further enhanced through the dedication and keen interest of 
die Jordanian and Iranian leadership. Mr. Distn^jian saM 
Arab-Iranian relations' are hnproving'and stressed that Iran b 
mterested in developing its reiatioiis with the Arab countries. 
He said that Iran, which'has tremendous human and economic 
resources, can play a major role in establishing'pteace .and 
stability in this r^on, through cooperation with Arab 
countries. 

Saraireh commends NAF projects 

KARAK (Petra) — Direaor of the Social Development 
Department in ' Karak Governorate Ahma9‘ A1 Saraireh 
Sunday stressed the importance of; encouraging families 
benefitting from rehabilitation projects sponsors by the 
National Aid Fund (NAF) to launch small income-generating 
projects to increase their -incmne. Mr. Saraireh commended 
the feasibility of such imjects. saying they are benefidal to 
needy Emilies in finandal terms and in terms of providing job 
opportunities to these families. 

Chinese trade delegation due for talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Chinese commercial dele^tion. 
beaded by director of the Chinese Council for promotion of 
International Trade, arrives here on Jan. 12 on a six-day visit 
for talks with senior Jordanian ofticiab on means of develop- 
ing bilateral relations. The volume of trade b cuiTentlv in 
favour ^ China. Jordan imported JD S2 million worth of 
Chinese goods last year, while the Jordanian exports to Quna 
in 1991 totalled JD 32.5 million. 

Party seeks licensing 

AMMAN (Petra) — A new political party Saturday sopght 
licence tom the Ministry of Interior, to become the 22nd 
licensed political.party. The party, known as the “Jordan Arab 
Constitutional Front," elected Milham Al Tal as -Secretary 
General. The new party, which includes 65. founding mem- 
bers, was the first political organisation to call on all political 
powers in the country to wrok in acooitlance with the 
Jordanian Constitution. Uie front secretary general said the 
front first appeared as a political organisation in- 1975.. 

National number can be obtained abroad 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanians working or living abroad who 
hold family regl^ration books can have the national, registra- 
tion numbers fixed to their books, throu^ the Jor^ian 
embassies ih the countries where they live or work, according 
to Director General of the Passports and Civil “Registration 
Department Nasouh Muhyeddin. The embassy concerned can 
send a photpo^ of the fo IheX^iyil Eeg^tration 

Department to, affix thd i^nbhal number. Once thb is dope, 
the ph6tocop]!''^th tbd national number b sent bsek'tb:the 
embassy. Mr- Mnhyeddin said any Jordanian living or working 
abroad can also have hb pas^it of family ledstotion.book 
renewed through' the embassy concerned. Jor&nians wishing 
to family registration books for the first time have to send 
their papers throu^ the embassy whkh, in. turn, will send thp 
passports to the (^1 Registration Department for issuance. 

Guerrilla attack kills civilian in Lebanon 

MARJAYOUN (R) One civilian was Idlled and two were 
wounded Sunday when guerrillas fired machineguns at a 
crosring in Israel's South Lebanon “security zcme," security 
sonioes said. They said the Hamra passageway into foe 
western sector of'tiie endave c^e UDCto madiiiM^W fire 
tom guerrillas to the north as civilians weip crossii^ None d 
the Israeli-backed South Lebaiicm Aimy (SLA) militiamen 
manning foe crossing were hurt but tiuM dviUans were 
woontM and ru^ed to a hosp^ for Unhed ^bciollS 
peacekeepers at the frontier town of Naqnora, die sources 
added. One of the civilians later; foed of his wounds at foe 
bo^tal. No group re^Nxsibility for foe attack..' 

Kuwaiti court reopens Bush plot trial 

KUW^T (AP) A verdict ^sinA 14 Iraqis-and Kuwaitis 
diarged' whh (dotting to assassin^ former President George 
Bush was postponed Saturday iby a court seeking more 
evidence tom a key witness. Judge Salah Al Fabad, (wcsident 
of the foreo*menfoer state security court, smd tiie tribunal 
wanted to reconvene Feb. 5 to.faitber quiestion* Abdul SarnyH 
Al Siatti, the state security officer who headed foe inve^iga- 
tion. “There are pmnts the court woidd like exfdmned,** Mr. 
Fahad said, adding only tiiat the points pertained to. “the nde 
of foe defendants ID tiie case.” No date was givm for a,new 
verdict. The court has been hearing the case since June 5. 

Kuwait Islamists plan alcohol crackdown 

KUWAIT (R) — Islamist MPs in Kuwsdt want jo create a 
public authoiky to curb tUidt trade and consiun(>tion of 
alcotol, a d^)^ said in rmnarks publidied Sunday. “No 
drinks, no matter niiat the occasion,” Mubarak Al Duwailab 
was quoted as saying by the En^bh-language Kuwait Times. 
He said colleagnes in the assembly were drafting a bill 

to set up a (Miblic authority against alcohcrf. “We are going to 
move the bill soon and 1 tlunk it is gmng to pass witiieut 
'reastance," said 1^. Duwaiiah, of the Muslim fundamentdisi 
Zsiamic Constitutional Movement. “We will tiimi move to 
pressure the Interior kfinistry into more vi^lance.” Aloobpl 
has long been banned in Kuwait but bottle^ng, espedaUy 
tom soudwin Iraq, has airvived the prohibition. 

Colombo to expel Red Cross official 

COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri Lanka is to expel an official of foe 
International Committee of the Red Ctok (ICRC) for an 
tnd to smuggle banned items re the idand’s embattled 
north, the Sunday Times said here. The new^iaper said the 
^)veniment would raise with the Oeneya-ba^ ICRC u 
incident in northern Vaviiniya Thursday in whidi one of hs 
foreign workers was held for alleged oyiiig fo sm ug gle 
batteries to rebel-held areas. The discussions wifo foe IQIC 
would be “a pieluifo to this official being dedared persona non 
grata and ordered to leave the country,” tiie Sunday Times 
said. The newspaper identified the forever as Bern^, and 
gave no nationality. 

Tamils to execute ex-leader fdr treason 

COLOMBO (R) — A former high leader of Sri Lanka's Tamil 
rebels and 120 of Ids followers are likely to be executed next 
month for betraying the organisation, the Snnday.ObsenrCT 
said. The ■ newspaper smd Gopalaswamy Maberararajah, 
form deputy leader of the guerrilla group Liberation Tigers 
of Taiiiil Eelam, and 120 followers would be executed on Jan. 

15 first anniversary of foe deafo of a Tamil rebel leader in 

an indent involving the Indian. The Sunday Observer, 


was intercepted by the Indian navy. Refusing to surrender,' 
Kiishnakumar died and the ship and its cargo were destroyed 
in ah eiqsloston that he triggei^. 


IRA truce ends; peace chances cloudy 


.BELFAST (Agencies) — 
Northe'rn -Ireland counted 
down to the end of a three-day 
Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
truce at midnight and awaited 
the group's verdict on an 
Anglo-Irifo peace package. 

Irish Prime Minister Albert 
Reynolds appealed to the IRA 
in remarks '^blished on Sun- 
day to shelve its reservations 
abour the plan, declare ^ce 
and work out the details later. 

"Peace is the first and essen- 
tial priority. We should not let 
ourselves be sidetracked into 
foe. many questions that will 
have to be solved in the fu- 
ture." be said. 

“Everything else can be sn- 
tled in detailed discussion or 
negotiation later." he wrote in 
the Bel^ Sunday liife. 

His remarks were aimed at 
the' IRA. ' which has waged a 
violent campaign against Brit- 


^ M. - V.- iw. UVF in jail. to the document, the Sunday 

bh rule in Northern Ireland for Both Loixkm and Duwm nave ^ ^ Times said, adding that its 

the past 25 yeais. -and its poll- rejected the prospect of talks j-mporary release tom jail members were still holding d»- 

tical wing, Sinn Fein, which with Sinn Fein in connection oyg^hristmas. said the dec- cussions on the agreement, 

has given the- package a cool with the Dec. 15 «al. ki^n i^Mpon by the British and Irish Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Ma- 

response. as the Drying Strwt Dec- gpygn,p,ems on Northern Ire- Jor closed ranks aroo^ the 

The IRA’s customary three- laration after British “fair." declaration last week but the 

day Qiristmas truce ended at Minister John Majors orfiaai ••jhe guys in jail have sources said they ap^ared out 

midnight (GMT) on Sottday London looked at this document and of step at rimes. ^ ^ 


for 14 of the province's 83 
guerrilla-related deaths in 
1993. 

But republican sources said 
Sinn Fein was unlikely to en- 
dorse the package- or press the 

IRA to end its war until it had 
wrung concessions out of the 
British and Irish governments. 

iiiey said they could not rule 
out more attaclb as Sinn Fein 
and the IRA leadership weigh 
the' next moves in its campaign 
for the unification of Northern 
Ireland with the Ireland. 


more pliable than Britain. 

The Ulster Volunteer Force 
(U\^. one of the main Pfo- 
testani paramilitary groups in 
Northern Ireland, has given its 
approval to the Anglo-Irish de- 
claration on the province and is 
ready to hah its campaign of 
violence, the Sunday Times 
reported. 

The Sunday Times based its 
report on an interview with 
Billy Giles, a 36-year-old pris- 
oner who said he was ^leaking 
for all the 93 members of the 


killing peopie for." he said. 
“We are quite happy with what 
we see, and I think the pro- 
visionals are pushed in a cor- 
ner. 

But he warned that this “is 
not going re make us lay down 
our arms right away. Tiie ball 
is now in their court." he said 
referring to the IRA. 

TTic Ulster Freedom Fight- 
ers. considered by jMlice to be 
one of the most dangerous of 
the Protestant paramilitaries, 
has adopted a cautious attitude 


declaration last week but the 
sources said they ap^ared out 
of step at rimes. 

Mr. Major has ruled out 
Sinn Fein calls for an amnesty 
for about 700 IRA prisoners 
who have been jailed for secur- 
ity offences. 

But statements by Mr. 
Reynolds and his Foreign 
minister, Didc Spring, have 
given Sinn Fein hope that there 
might be room for mantxsuvre. 

Mr. Spring told reporters 
last week that the issue of 
prisoners was something that 
might be broached ' drrm the 
line," and after Sinn Fein had 
used its influence to ^t the 
IRA to end the war. 


TCC coUects JD 116m in first 11 months of 1993 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Tele- 
communication Corporation 
(TCC) collected JD 116 mil- 
lion during the first 1 1 months 
of this year, according to the 
corporation's Director General 
Ahmad Al Nawawi. 

In a- statment to the Jorda- 
nian News Agency.-Petra. Sun- 
day, Mr. Nawawi said the cor- 
poration will carry out the big- 
gest investment project during 
the period 19^19^: Under 
the new project, which will 
cost JD 20S million, a total of 
2^.000 -new telephone -lines’, 
will be added. The corpora- 


tion. Saturday. Dec. 25 started 
work on a new telephone ex- 
tension under which 13.000 
new lines will be put into op- 
eration. The new telephone 
lines wilt cover 26 areas in 
Amman governorate. 

Tiie extension comes in re- 
sponse to the increasing de- 
mands for telephone lines in 
Amman outskirts. Mr. Nawawi 
said Wadj Seer and Marka will 
have each 5,000 lines, while 
the remaining 3,000 lines wnll 
be added to Sweileh telephone 
exchange. 

He said that new telephone 


Unstable weather 
conditions this week 


AMMAN — Jordan is now 
affected by unstable dimace 
conditions which are expected 
to last until the end of the 
week, according to the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. ' 

Dep^ment offidal Bassam 
Dmour told the' Jordan Times 
that the uuuable weather con- 
ditions were caused by a huge 
depression, centred over 
Europe, which prevented cold 
ah’ tom reaching the countries 
qf.. ^eastern Medite^-amran 
tt^iiop.'and was the cause for 
tbe'jyu^- r»n- this- .season. 

Mfr Dmour said that a slight 
deep In temperatures will lake 
place and douds will build up 


^-adually causing rain showers 
to fall over the entire King- 
dom. 

He added that in the Gulf of 
Aqaba it will be partly cloudy, 
with a chance of scattered 
showers. 

Mr. Dmour said the temper- 
atures will remain above aver- 
age, wifo 18 degrees centigrade 
-at day time, dropping to 7 
degrees centigrade at night. 

Slight rain fell in different 
areas of the KingdonT TTiurs- 
Se^rffie laifest amount in Al 
S^grdat which recetyed 4 mil- 
limetres of water and the least 
in Safawi, which receivisd 0.1 
millimetres. 


Seven killed in 
weekend accidents 


By Rana Husseiiii 

^pectaf to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Seven people 
died in separate accidents in 
the Kingdom during the holi- 
day weekend. 

On Friday, in Amman, a 
30-year-old man was killed 
when his car lost balance and 
rolled over. Tlie man was 
taken by the civil defence to 
the hospital where he died. 
The tra^ official who investi- 
gated the accident attributed 
Tte accident to a malfunction 
of the car's back wheel bear- 
ings, acGordi^ to a pcriice re- 
port. • . 


tween Amman and Baghdad. 
Three other people were in- 
jured. Traffic officials said 
SWZ took the wrong exit 
which caused the deadfy acci- 
dent. 

14-year-old-boy was killed 
-after being run over by his 
fother's pick-up truck. 

Police reports indicate that 
AHM renre^ a stone placed 
under one of the wheels and 
the car ran over him, killing 
him instantaneously. 

Drugs seized 

The- Forgery and Anti- 


A '10-year-old girl was Narcotic Department (HAND) 
rushed to AJ Bashir Hospital seized'inore than 357.750 cap- 


Friday. after being hit by a car 
driven' by a man identifi^ only 
as MSA, 64,' where she- died 
later as a result of her wounds. 

A police repori .indicates 
that the girl, identified as 
MAH. was crossing the street 
^th her mother, 45. when they 
got hit by MSA. Hospital re- 
ports indicate that the mother 
IS in a serious condition. Police 
have arrested the driver. 

In Irbid, Gvil Defence offi- 
cials (Hilled Che body of a 31- 
year-old -man from a cesspool 
Friday. The fother of the vic- 
tim told (Xilice he was looking 
for his son,. who, was mentally 
jick. in the house but was 
unable to find him. The father 
went to the front yard to search 
for his son -and found the lid of 
the cesspool open. The father 
called the Civil Defence who 
came and pulled out the body 
of KAH. 

On Saturday, a 39-year-old 
man was killed in a traffic 
accident in Al Sukhneh Street, 
east of Amman. 

AAH was killed instantly 
when his car collided with two 
other cars, one driven by 
WAM. 39. and another driven 
by FM. 21. Drivers of all three 
cars were carried to the hospit- 
al where the two survivors are 
■reported in bad condition. The 
traffic officials attribute the 
accident to dangerous overtak- 
ing the driver AAH. who 
-was killed in the accident. 

Meanwhile, in Kafranga 
crossing, north of Amman, a 
2l-year-old man was killed 
when his car rolled .over be- 
cause of S()eeding. according to 
a {X)lice report. Three other 
pa^ngeis were injured. 

A 57-year-old man was kil- 
led when his car collided with,a 
tanker on Muqat highway, 


tagon (Nils Sunday in a smug- 
gling attempt involving Ionian 
as a transit point, according to 
a Petra report. . 

' According to Coloriel 
Hisham Nsour. director of 
FAND. the department re- 
ceived information of a possi- 
ble smuggling attempt of drugs 
that would be hidden in a 
Turkish passenger bus, travell- 
ing re another Arab country. 

Col. Nsour maintained thm 
the departnient doseiy moni- 
tored the movement of the bus 
that was due to enter the King- 
dom and seized the (tills in Al 
Mafraq. 

Two people were arrested, a 
Jordanian and an Arab whe^ 
citizenship was not identified. 
Preliminary investigations by 
FAND officials indicate that 
the Arab was going to 
deliver the shipment while the 
Jordanian was supposed to 
store the drugs, until they were 
to be transferred to a Gulf 
country. 

Body found 

Ovil Defence officers Thurs- 
day recovered the body of tiie 
four-year-old girl that was re- 
port^ly trapped in her fami- 
ly's car in Wadi Al Arab dam, 
Friday. Dec. 14. 

'The body of AnfaJ Labab- 
neh was washed ashore Thurs- 
day. 14 days after the accident, 
according to Captain Abdul 
Raouf Maaita. Director of 
Public Relations at the Civil 
Defence Department. 

Anfal, along with her 'two 
asters Sanaa, 8. and Baraa. 6 
were left alone in the car while 
their (larents went for a walk. 
The car slid into the dam when 
4ts handbrake Was released, 
probably by the children. 


lines were connected to new 
subscribers in Wadi Seer area 
'Saturday, according to the 
dates of applying for the tele- 
phone service. He added that 
new telephones to subscribers 
covert by Marka and Sweileh 
will be connected as of Satur- 
day. Jan. 1. 

The Cabinet decided in 
September to increase the 
number of telephone lines con- 
nected to these three ex- 
changes to meet the rising de- 
mand for the telephone ser- 
vice. 

Rival Afghan 
forces agree 
to local truce 

KABUL (Agencies) — Rival 
forces of Afghan President 
Burhanuddtn Rabhani and 
Prime Minister Gulbuddin 
Hekmutyar have agreed to 
stop fighting in eastern Tugub 
district, it M'us announced here 
Sunday. 

A newly former multi-party 
commis-skin obtained the con- 
sent of the rival puny leaders 
to end thfr. two-mopth-lwg 
fighting frorti Mbhd.^y I 

ing. Mr. Hekmutyiir's deputy 
Oazj Amin Wuquad told a 
press conference. 

The proposed ceasefire fol- 
lows u series of earlier accords 
which failed to hold between 
the heavily armed Afghan Fac- ■ 
tions which took over Kabul 
following the Citilupse of the 
14-vear-oId communist regime 
in April 1992. 

While Mr. Waqaad was 
speaking at Kabul's Gul Khana 
Palace, "a rocket exploded in- 
side the presidential palace, 
killing two soldiers, but he was 
undererred. 

“We have to carry on," he 
said. “We have no choice but 
to continue our mis.sion and 
impose peace even if our deci- 
sion is violated u hundred 
times." 

The fighting in Tagob. 70 
kilometres east of "Kabul, 
erupted two monjhs ago. It 
involved forces of Mr."Hek- 
matyar and Former Defence 
Minister Ahmad Shah ; 
Mosoud. who is allied with Mr. 
Rubbani. 

Both sides have used heavy 
weapons and government jets 
have pounded Mr. Hekmaty- 
ar's bases, mainly in the east- 
ern region. 


Landslide kills 15, 
injures 62 in Oran 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — A 
landslide killed 15 people and 
injured 52 others, including 21 
children, when the slide level-, 
led about 130 houses in a 
working-class district of Oran 
in western Algeria, rescue 
workers said Sunday. 

Rescue workers were trying 
to free several peopie still trap- 
ped in the rabble following 
Saturday ni^t’s disaster, but 
were having to use light tools 
because of -the feagility of the 
ground. 

Offidais said some of the 
wrecked dwellings in the Rais 
Al 'Ain district had been built* 
without the authorisation of 
the local authorities. 

By midafternoon on Sunday 
rescue workers had unearthed 
IS (>eople crushed to death 
under tlK rubble while ^ — 
including 21 children — had 
been sent to hospital for treat- 
ment. 

Ten people remained 
buried, state radio reported. 

Earlier, an offidal at Oran's 
main hospital told Reuters 17 


had been killed according to its 
preliminary count. 

State radio said dozens of 
houses were rip(>ed apart by 
the landslide, leaving many 
families in Ras Al 'Ain home- 
less or in the care of emei^gency 
services. 

“In total 130 houses were 
swept away,” the radio said. 
“Ten people are still buried 
•under the rubble now although 
a couple and a child were dug 
out a few hours after tHe land- 
slide." 

The radio quoted a rescue 
offidal as saying that digging 
(>eople out was very difficult 
because of the brittle terrain 
and a heavy wind. 

“We have cranes... but we 
can’t use them because if we do 
we risk having more houses 
collapse.” the offidal said. 

L(^l residents described 
Ras Al 'Ain as a poor neigh- 
bourhood made up of some- 
what ramshackle buildings. 
State radio quoted one resi- 
dent as saying the area was hit 
by a landdide last year. 


DAVAO erry, the Philip- 
pines (Agencies) — Three 
powerful explosions ripped 
throu^ the San Pedro Cathed- 
ral in this southern Philippine 
City Sunday during a packed 
post-Christmas mass, killing at 
least four (Kople and wound- 
ing more than 100 others, 
(lolice said. 

Police said the explosions, 
which occurred almost timul- 
taneously at about 6:20 p.m. 
(1020 GMT), caused pande- 
monium among some 3.000 
Roman Catholics present. 
Some of those hurt were in- 
jured in the stampede. 

Afourthexplosive device was 
found beside a pew near the 
altar and was detonated by 
bomb experts. 

' Davao Police Chief Super 
intendent Rogelio Abaday said 
that four pet^le were killed, 
including 15-year-old Rachel 
Lu who died on the spot, and 
that H9 others were wounded, 
many seriously. He declined to 
comment on the sus()ects or 
any (x>sable motive. 

Z3avao Gty is about 960 
kilometres south of Manila and' 


is the largest city in Mindanao, 
the country’s s^nd largest 
island. 

The Rev, Bong Dublan said 
he saw two of the grenades 
tiirown by an assailant standing 
in the back of the cathedral as 
be was saying foe oftenoty. 

“I have no idea what the 
motives are but it is an inhu- 
man act,” he told a M^Ua 
radio station. He said he saw 
two people killed on the ^>ot. 
one of whom he carried to the 
hospital. 

Typhoon strikes 

At least seven (>eoj>le were 
missing and 12.00C) others 
made homeless in one province 
as Typhoon Nell tore across 
the southern Phili(>pines Sun- 
day, packing gale-force winds 
and heavy rain, offidais said. 

Ned ravaged Surigao Del 
Sur province with winds gust- 
ing up to 150 kilometres per 
hour en route for the northern 
tip of the country's main south- 
ern island of hfindanao, the 
Manila weather bureau said. 


PLO employees await payment 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Activists on the 
payroll of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
are ho|)efuI that a (»artial- 
(layment of their outstanding 
wages would be made this 
week. 

Several dozen Palestinians, 
some of them saying they 
were members of the Pales- 
tine liberation Army (PLA) 
stationed in Iraq suid others 
who said they were activists 
of PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat's Fateh group, staged 
a demonstration at the 
embassy of Palestine here last 
week demanding bade pay. 

“We were told that the 
PLO had trmisferred funds to « 
settle our dues.” one of the 
protesters, who identified 
himself as a Fgteh activist, 
said Sunday. “We are waiting 
for confirmation of the trans- 
fer as soon as the banks 
reo|ten Monday.” 

offidais confirmed 
tiiat they had been advised by 
foe PLO headquarters in 
Tunis that funds to pay. some 
of the outstanding du^ were 
traittferred to Amman. 

. They dwlined to reveal the 
amount involved. Init said it 
should be enou^ to cover 
three months of salaries. :Tor 


most." 

Uie protesters have said 
that most of them were owed 
six months’ salaries, but they 
were willing to accept a com- 
promise of three months’ pay 
now and the remainder to be 
paid at a later date. 

“It is better than nothing 

and empty promises," said 
the Fateh activist who said 
the protesters were ready to 
“widen their action” if no 
payment was made this week. 

“We are fed up with being 
told to wait,” said the activ- 
ist. “We have families to 
feed. It is totally unfair on the 
part of the leadership to 
abandon us like this.” 

• “We were planning wider 
action last week, but are now 
holding off. awaiting the 
fends to reach Amman to be 
paid to us." he added. “If 
there is no payment this 
wek, then we reserve- the 
ri^t to take whatever action 
is necessaiy." He did not 
elaborate. 

PLO sources said the deci- 
sion to transfer funds 
appeared to have been 
prompted by increasing signs 
that Fateh was losing out to 
rival erOUDS such as Uamac 


autonomy aceprd with Israel. 

According to PLO sources, 
Mr. Arafat, facing a financial 
crundi after the Gulf Arab 
^tes cut off aid to the PLO 
following the organisation's 
titi towards Iraq during the 
Gulf crisis, was holding off 
"everything but essential 
|>ayments." 

. Held back in the bargain 
were also rayments to staff at 
many PLO missions abroad, 
triggering a wave of protest 
reaching foe Tunis headquar- 
ters. they said. 

“Many PLO leaders be- 
lieve that the progress made 
in reaching an agreement 
wth Israel as represented in 
the Sept. 13 accord has 
pushed aside all other 
said a PLO source. 
“Ol^usiy they are focusing 
on tneir 'real constituency* in 
occupied territories, but 
this could backfire.” 

■nic PLO cut down drasti- 
c^ly on payments to femilies 

of martyrs” and wounded in 
the six-year-old imifeda and 
health insurance 
tor PLO employees atseveral 
mi^ns since early this year. 
In some missions, em- 


were told re Iwk for 

Md Islamic Jihad, particular- other jobs while the pi n 

neected^^ian support to mands for comnensaSiIn 
press ahead with the imple- decades of 
mentation of the Sept. 13 soul^saW. 



Clinton takes 
part in family j 

snowball fight .! 

WASHINGTON (R) - 
festi^'c mood of the holidavl 
season bubbled over onto the! 
White House groumis late' 
Christmas night as the 
family took aim ,it each ot^ 
with snowb,’ilLs. Prudent Bifl 
Obiton and his family h,Ki jyji 
returned tom the Will Rogon 
Follies at the Kennedy Centre 
for the Performing Ans when 
playful bedlam erupted in from 
of the south portico. With 
ret Service agents looking on a 


(xirty indulged in the renuiantt 
of the season’s first snow hi 


4 dead, 119 injured 
in Davao church blasts 




nation's cmital. When laj 
seen, a gleeral Mr. Clinton was 
scooping up a wet snowha^c 
and with a left-handed deliv.| 
ery, hurling a high one m-ertlw 
entrance’s canopy. It landedi 
with a S(>fat on the driveway! 

Toni Morrison’s 
house burns down 

GRAND VIEW. New Yori 
(AFP) — Nobel prize wim^ 
Toni Morrison’s country hoi^ 
burned down Saturd.iy in a fin 
that aisQ daimed some ihi 
novelist's manuscripts. About 
120 firefighters battled tN 
blaze, but the four-storey oolp 
nial house near the litidsba 
River was destroyed and soiae 
of the Nobel Prize wiiv| 
ner's manuscripts wer'i 
burned, stud Grand View 
Department Chief Paul Wana4 
maker. Ms. Morrison aUo wool 
a Pulitzer Prize for Fiction with;': 
her novel Beloved. The cause.'; 
of the fire was under investiga- { 
tion. ■ 

Kidnapped 
newborn | 

found in church I 

CHICAGO (AFP) — A neiif 
mother is together with 1^ 
baby, after foe kidnappedehikjlll 
was left in a chorcti by a 
woman who had inquired ab- 
out having it baptised. “Whev 
t saw the mom hold up the kk 
and cry, I reared up." sail 
officer Mike Healy. “Most o 
ibe time, it's a bad ending. Bu 
this lime, it was a good cn 
ding.*' Cr^al Guerrero, sevei 
months, vras returned to he| 
parents, Jose and Maria Goei 
•rero Tburs^y after voiuntea 
at the Queen of Angels Chute 
discovered foe baby on A 
floor, and apprehended be 
alleged Kidnapper. She ha 
been abducted on Dec. 16 ^ 
woman at a public health cSb 
who had been seen aslaii 
several new motiiers if 
could bold their infants. < 
woman carrying the child ha 
asked a priest about airoi^ 
a baptism Thursday and 
disappeared, said voluntea 
who were decorating th 
chordi for Christmas. Rathei 
ine Fearon, 14, said thatsht^ 
ly after the woman left, sb 
found the baby sloping on 
floor of the vestibute. Hi< 
tee.nager and her mother, 
reco^ised the infant as tb 
missing child whose photo 
graph had been in foe new 
pa(fer and telephoned poSoj 
When she returned to 6 
church, Gail Fearon saw d 
woman who had been hakB 
foe baby talking to reportel 
“1 grabbed the woman a* 
took her into the churcb." ^ -' 
said. Hortencia Hemaiuft ' 
28, of Chicago has 

dialed with aggravated ki 

nap(»ng, said police Sergb* 
Milton Carson, 

Wildlife officers 
to search for 
killer crocodiles . 

BRISBANE, Austnilii'j^ 

— Officials plan to track^ . 
and relocate two crocoS 
that killed a man as Jib V 
and daughter watdied ^ 
shore. Killing the animab*^ 
lieved to be a mating .P* 
would be against the law.'* 
Sgt. Trevor Crawford ! 
Bamaga Police in 
Australia. Police and wiv 
officials win tegin to hiniij 
the crocodiles Monday 4 
^pc to move them to afrg 
far from humans-- 
BOTd, 48. was ait«£ed F«J 
while swimming out to E 
pa^ngers on a car ferry 
had broken down in tM : 
fone River in the CM ^ 
Efeninsula area. Mr/fiw 
Mid it appeared that i * 
crocodile drasBed BowW 
water. ”ThcStemaria»«>J 
indicate it was * 

«o«>dile.” he said.-'iS: 
matuie se»wk^ 
makes them more 
attack, offidais said, 
first fatal crocodne 
the remote regtoa bn ^ 
ims northeast tip'sli^ ^ 






